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CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE

Dear students and teachers, | am extremely proud
and happy with the new edition of our college's
annual magazine, "Aloka Tirtha". This publication
not only reflects the creativity of the students,
teachers and administrative staff of the college, but
also mirrors their buoyant spirit and laudable
conceptualisation.While going through the pages,
I'm left amazed by the diverse skills, passions and
interest areas that our students own. Multiple voices
echoing through divergent tales enchant the mind
to see things differently, yet the magazine as a whole
is a symbol of our collective endeavour and zeal.

The Editorial team and the writers have delved deep
to present varied insightful perspectives on one of
the major themes of the magazine: 'Vishwaguru
Bharat'. From having a rich cultural heritage to being
an enlightened land, from having an unparalleled
knowledge system to being ready to become the
global leader, the articles of the magazine capture
unprecedented vigour and potentiality of our
nation, Bharat.

| once again congratulate the students, teachers and
the Editorial team for offering such an illuminating
and exuberant experience through this edition of
"Aloka Tirtha".

Best Wishes,
Dr. Jigar Champaklal Inamdar
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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

Dear students and teachers, it gives me
immense pleasure to share with you the new edition
of our annual college magazine, "Aloka Tirtha". This
magazine has served as a platform to express the
diverse and vibrant voices of the student-teacher
community and administrative staff of the college.
These voices have been captured through powerful
words, thought-provoking narrations and
mesmerising art. The magazine encapsulates the
immense talent, creativity, hard work and dedication
of our students.

"Aloka Tirtha" also celebrates the glory of India
through the theme of ‘Vishwaguru Bharat'. The
dynamic and animated pages are a witness to our
efforts, achievements, accomplishments and growth
as an institution in contributing to the further
progress of our country.

| wholeheartedly appreciate the commitment and
sincerity of the Editorial team for weaving together
the conversations, memories, experiences, thoughts
and ideas of the entire college in one tapestry:
"Aloka Tirtha".

Best Wishes
Prof.S. P. Aggarwal
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Dr. Hem Lata, Ms. Arzoo Saha, Dr. Megha Sharma

Faculty Editorial Board in a meeting with the Student Editorial Team.
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A FALLEN BOWL

Falguni Kaushik, 3rd year, B.A. (

There isa man for that:

For that open front door and that ongoing
channel

Runningloudat1l0aminthe morning.

Those papers peeking out of files on the table
and

The displaced antimacassars just touching
thefloor.

For that dining table decorated not with
some leftover plates

Butwith groceries from last night.

There too is a bed layered with dust on the
headboard and washed

Butcrumpled clothes on the footboard.

Bedsheet with morning crinkles and a wet
toweland pillows

With elbow squeezesinthe middle.

No, it'snotacrimesceneinahousehold
Butanaveragedayinany.

But there is no worry for there is a woman
with that mantoo.

H) English

There is a woman too:

For that sweet smell of fresh food cutting
through this mess

That the running fans send spreading.
There is a woman we don't know of.

Mother, daughter or house help, she could
be any.

She is there in those closed walls behind
that locked gate,

In the stillness of her bedroom fan,

In the wiped dust of the furniture,

In the ironed clothes inside the cupboards,
In the wet towel on the balcony,

In the flat bed sheet and fluffy pillows of the
room.

She isin all that until that is all she is.

But tonight, with them is a fallen bowl! too
Slipped from the woman's hands

And rolled into the dining room from the
kitchen.

There isa man and a woman for it.

But the man passes by it and the woman
passes over it too.

Photograph by Aman Raj, 2nd year, B.A. (H) Political Science
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A SOUL SO PURE

Vaibhav Gupta, Ist year, B.A. (H) Appl. Psychology

Amidst the bustle of society's throng,
There sits a child, different and withdrawn.
A soul so tender, so pure, and so fair,

But shy, anxious, and riddled with care.
This child is a wonder, so quiet and meek,
Lost in a world of his own to seek.

With books for friends and dreams to keep,
A heart so full, but so hard to read.

Yet, in this child, a beauty abides,

A gentle grace, that softly glides.

A spirit unbroken, though often tried,

A light that flickers, but never dies.

In crowds, this child may seem so small,
But in solitude, he stands so tall.

For he has a voice, so sweet and true,

That speaks to the heart and touches it too.
So do not judge this child, so shy and coy,
For in him lies a heart full of joy.

A mind so bright, a soul so pure,

That only in quietude, can it truly endure.
Let us cherish this child, so introvert and frail,
For he may hold secrets, we cannot unveil.
And let us learn from him, a lesson so dear,
That to be truly heard, we must first learn
to hear.

Photograph by Sudhish Singh, 3rd year, B.A. (H) Hindi

Aloka Tirtha 2023 | 3



GIRLHOOD, GOODNIGHT!

Kriti Sharma, 2nd year, B.A. (H) English

From baby steps to long routes.
From school shoes to heel boots.
From every house you left,

Or promises you never kept.

It's been such a delight.

But its time,

Girlhood, Goodnight!

From every time you slipped,
And every coin you flipped
To the roads you took,

And your love for that book.
It's been a long night.

So, Girlhood, Goodnight!

From choosing hell for

The guy you fell for.

To leaving this town

In search of a sound.

Your chaos has reached a quiet
So, Girlhood Goodnight!

For the high school you hated,
For the times you waited,

For the nights you cried,

For your dog who died,

For every friend you lost in a fight,
| hereby bid my farewell,
Dear Girlhood, Goodnight!

Illustration by Soumya Rout, 3rd year, B.Sc. (H) Environmental Science
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Arya Tiwari, 3rd year, B.A. (H) English

If | could have written about all that | see
around me, | would have.

| often find myself appreciating the mundanity
of things,

So, | spend my days finding beauty in
normality-

A half-finsihed cup of iced tea from a friend,
That cute note on the napkin from another,

And that pleasant smile from the classmate
you are not friends with.

| have found myself through others

Because lately, | have been more about others
than me.

The air of obscurity that glazes through each
person | see is attractive,

| wish | was like the girl | saw on the metro
station that Tuesday,

Long curly hair, alone, in a short dress, her
mask on, wearing Chelsea boots.

Is this what it is to be young?
To know so much and yet not know enough,

So, | spend my evenings trying to construct my

own definitions,
Not knowing if it's the right one or not,

And | sob noiselessly into the void when | have
realisations

About the wrongs | did and the wrongs that
were done to me.

know it's all slipping away each second,

| wish to hold on to so much that it all falls out
of my hand like sand.

What will | be without the monotony, | don't
wish to know.

What makes me "me" is the silliness of
conversation

Turning meaningful when | sit cross-
leggedwith my friend at the metro station,

Or the walk to the grocery store at ten in the
night

Because you have nothing to do, or a thirty
rupees coffee

At the small, hidden cafe near my college.

The picture on my college ID card is a
bittersweet reminder

Of what all | was, and what | am now.
The angst has stayed within,

But with the years and the change | have lost
apart of my strength

To the world around me.
And | like myself this way.

| am a little bit of everything - confident yet
powerless,

Full of feminine fragility with activism waiting
to be unleashed,

Sometimes like poetry that calls for revolution
but other times ordinary,

Like any other girl in her twenties.

Illustration by Rupita Gupta, 3rd year, B.Com (H)
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MIRROR, MIRROR ON
THE WALL

Nandani Mishra, Ist year, B.A. (H) English

Mirror, mirror on the wall

Who's the prettiest of them all?

Please say the name | want to hear
And put an end to all the crippling fear.

Mirror, mirror on the wall

Say my name before | fall

And like you, break into a thousand pieces
And like those pieces the anxiety increases.

For | need to be pretty, | need to be good
That's what I've been taught since childhood.
To be fair and to be polite

Stay thin and on a diet.

Drinking tea makes you dark

When the sun is above no going to the park
Don't you dare get your face bruised
Nobody will like you and you'll be accused.

Apply face masks day after day

To get fair, it's the only way

Hide away those craters underneath your eyes
You need to be as pretty as the skies.

Your body is so weak, your hair so thin
How dull is the tone of your skin.
Mirror, mirror on the wall

Please answer my call.

Tell me, oh please, tell me, that it is me

From these humiliations, set me free.

What is wrong with you all?"

Asked the mirror with an eyebrow raised high
And it seemed like his brain was about to fry.

"What is this human obsession to look a
certain way

Don't you all have better things to do or say?
Am | pretty, am | beautiful is all you ask
Hiding away with your heart in a mask.

Since when did physical beauty

Take over the world's duty?

It is the brain that matters and matters the
heart

Nothing else should set you apart.
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Not the colour of your skin or your shape
What are you? An ape?

Still waiting to evolve from the society's
Standard of beauty and its mean remarks?
Oh, you humans are worse than sharks!

The superior species being pulled from
greatness because their amazing brain
Is pecking for validation as if it is grain.
To birds, who by the way are better too
With wings in the air they fly

No beauty standards to comply.

You are human and that's what makes you
the most beautiful everyday

Not dolls made in a factory to look a
certain way.

Oh, there's so much | could say!

If only you'd understand

The power of your hand.

You are beautiful only if you believe you are.
Every aspect of you is pretty

Even your scar."

Photograph by Simarjeet Singh, 2nd year, B.A. (H) English




BREAK THE GLASS

Aroonika Kole, 1st year, B.A. (H) English

Neighbouring sounds passing through my brain
Men and women two single creature,
Here is their pain.

Men aren't the cook,

But for the book

Women can't read,

Born to sow seed.

Men are born to be tough,

Women can't be rough

Men can't cry,

Born to be dry.

Women must be in the loft,

Born only to be soft

Men have to learn,

born only to earn.

Women can't be loud,

born only to shut their mouth

Man can't obey her,

born only to rule over.

You are a woman, not a pet

Could you wake up and make them regret?

. wiien)
T,

Illustration by Bipasha Gosh, 3 year, B.A. (H) Economics

You are a man, not a stone

You are born not only for the throne.
Stop... Stop following these silly rules,
Stop behaving like fools

Come on... Come out from your bills,
You and | made by nature,

Start building over them huge hills.
How dare society be a rule-maker?
Who are they to make laws?

Let's stop them with our claws.
Gender inequality is such a big issue
[t can't be thrown around like a tissue.
Gender is just a biological character
Not a judging factor

Society's biggest illusion

For women, marriage is the only solution.
You are the leader of your life

You don't need to be someone's wife.
Men and women are two creatures,
Who are we to be their leaders.

Who are we to tell,

Stop making their life hell.
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IF IN THE END WE'RE
JUST STORIES

Nandani Mishra, Ist year, B.A. (H) English

If in the end we're just stories

Telling the tales of our glories

Then hold my hand one more time

Come help me commit the forbidden crime.
Dance with me on the bed of coal

Being perfect is not my goal.

| dream of stars falling from the sky

Push me off the cliff so | can fly

And catch one of them in my hand

Before it shatters and hits the land.

| know the star is not as small as it seems

But it is one of my unattainable dreams.

Help me put together a story so wild

Help me pacify my inner crying child

She wants to be free from the clutches of reality
And the unbearable sufferings of mortality.
Come walk with me barefooted on the freshly dewed
grass

And sit with me on the edge of a cliff as we watch the
time pass.

For we won't be here for long

Sing with me, break out in a song

To the beats of my beating heart

There'll come a day when we'll need to part.

But until then it's you and | and the sun

| want to hold, in my hands, a gun

And shoot away whatever causes pain

Watch a peacock dancing in the rain.

And when the time comes for us to tell our story
We will recite it with all ecstatic glory

The things we did, the things we said

All the beautiful things we read

From Jane to Shakespeare, from Dickens to Green
We'll enact our adventures like a beautiful movie
scene.

And we'll stop not before we've done all things great
Won't have life served to us on a plate.

But a life full of mysterious agony and adventure
For we need to find the quencher

Need to find the luminescence

The very core of human essence

Find the answers to questions that were asked

8 | Aloka Tirtha 2023

[llustration by Tannu Pathak, 3rd year, B.Com (H)

Like how the birds get to fly and when

the sun will blast.

So come with me so we can write

Our version of the world a little too bright
Plot including things we want to do or say
It's okay, we'll end up dead anyway.



SPLENDID BEAUTY OF
NATURE DURING MONSOON

Suhani Gupta, 1Ist year, B.A. Prog.

Wish | was a frog

With flowers blooming all across

Hopping from one place to another.

Wish | was a peacock

With water running from the vault of heaven
Dancing with my feathers on.

Wish | was a pied cuckoo

With those beautiful green frond

Giving the farmers a signal to sow the seeds.
Wish | was a coral snake

With all those vibrant colours

Forgetting my venomous nature.

O friend! Doesn't the smell of clay change your
melancholic mood to cheerfulness
Captivating the beauty of nature around the
town

Softening the rock

Giving the sun a day off.

With the raindrops rolling down on someone's
cheeks

A farmer in some corner of the world waiting
for scotch mist like an old thief

rees shining with their bright green eyes
Must be desiring to claim the prize

Green meadows bowing down to the mighty
Zeus

For lending them the bright shine.
Adam's ale creating a benevolent cycle

To remove impurities of humankind
Vagabond feeling a less forlorn

Beau monde slamming the doorway to
preserve their estate

And then loathing the season

For the dirt it causes.

Well then, at last!

Begins the monsoons retreat

Sun coming up again

Snakes crawling back into their endless deep
holes

Frogs keeping quite waiting for the next
downpour

Peacocks weeping over their ugly feet

But | believe merciful Zeus is infuriated
Acid rain is an outcome of his furiosity.

It's not his fault either, right?

Chemicals rising into the Heaven

Reacting with water

Revealing the indiscretion of mankind.
Considering we can neither be a frog nor a
peacock nor a pied cuckoo or a coral snake,
So, let's just be humans and harbour our
humanity.

Photograph by Aman Khan, Alumni, B.A. (H) Political Science
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Mangalya Singh, 1st year, B.A. Prog. (Eco and Psych)

I've heard these stories so many times, | can
see it with closed eyes.
I've seen crazed pursuits for lost gold

I've witnessed the soft decay of empires enfold.

Lost wars, waded seas, conflicts and ease
But somehow, I've never known peace.

I've seen far too many centuries to take
pleasure in the decadence of tensions.

My thrill is but the violence of the south-west
winds

My aliveness is fed by the allure of warm
Decembers.

My comfort is in endless summer skies

And my people?

My elixir,

And more.

My people

My children, they call themselves

Have dearly paid for the right to be

To live fast and live free

They adorn me in gold, paint me in tricolour
and honour me in blood

And proclaim | am loved

But they forget

| have lived far too many centuries

To believe in these eccentricities.

The flame of my renown has burned long and
bright

Every flicker speaks of my people, so disparate
and beguile.

They have no idea what disparity births

And | watched with silent eyes as crooks made
my people perverse

And | could do nothing but watch them drift
And feed into their rift

My people?

My poison.
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The seat of ancient knowledge, the one earthly
paradise- it's all here

Then why, my people so beautiful and diverse,
So welcoming and giving, not see what's
clear?

Why would they close themselves off in
enclaves when

They can hold the gaze of the sun over the
mountains?

When they can run across the plains and walk
in the rains?

When will my people understand what we
are?

| am not a piece of the earth, or a sample of
the soil

| am not some mere territory to be passed
around like a child's toy.

| am encapsulating, unrestrained, unbridled
And as long as my people live, | am immortal
To know that | reside within will halt their
quarrel

For even though their disparity breeds
detachment

And detachment begets animosity,

My people need to know

That all they are is parts of a whole.

Illustration by Rupita Gupta, 3 year, B.Com (H)



BROKEN REKINDLED HOPE

Zubia Khairi, 1st year, B.A. (H) Economics

Motifs of anguish,

Abrasion of emotions,
Fervor of vanquish

And the warmth of coldness,
The tender heart sores.

A roller coaster, it is

An emotional turbulence!

He said, | miss you mother,
Where are you?

"Flying up high,

In the sky,

With angel wings!

Passing through the skies, all
seven!

Diving into the gateway of
heaven!

Like you once dived into the lake
during the time of spring!

God accepts with open arms,
True spirits and soulful hearts
Like you once threw the dart
With all strength in your
forearms

And it struck the bullseye!

I will be gazing at you,
Grinning and waving,
One day my child,

We all will be reconciled
And smiled upon."

The brightness of the sky
Where we all lie,

The glimmer of the night,
The allure of the sight,
Combined and refined
The beauty of her phase.

Wondering, he sighs,

"The drops rolling from the eyes,
As big as a ball in size,

Running through the cheeks,
As the nerves freak.

It felt so low, gloomy aches,

As if the grief was striking
through.

All that hurt gathered up inside,
No matter how much | hide,
They march in crowds

Yet | stand alone.

Words become loud,

Heavy is their tone."

When everything around you
seems dull

And the shiver goes right into
your skull,

It is the moment to accept the
loneliness

And become a symbol of
fierceness.

Be a fighter who fights with
scars,

Shine up bright like the spark in
the stars,

Leave behind the sorrowful past,
Continue your journey on the
same path

And make your heart steadfast.

"l can notice a flash,

A flash of hope.
Trekking up the slope,
| will be able to cope!"

They say,

"To know the ideal appeal,
is to let go and deal,

with life on your own

as you have grown."

Illustration by Dhananjay,
Ist year, B.A. (H) English

Feeling better, feeling smiley,
Now they wonder how to get
him,

Back down from above,

But he has learnt now

How to be in love

With his own self.

"It is not me who is weak,

| am stronger than this,

My mind explores the answers it
seeks,

As the problem gets dismissed,
Oh!'| am getting better at this!"

It is never too late

to own up to mistakes.
Chances you take,
decisions you make,
define your destiny.

Don't lose your heart,

If you're feeling low,

Give it a re-start.

Don't allow yourself to fall apart!
We're strong, we're hopeful,

We wait for our time to shinel
Like the stars in the sky,

Deep down,

We are all gold mines.

Don't lose yourself along the
way

As every morning is a new day.
Trust yourself and your ability to
do better,

Accept your lone self,

Write a letter!

"Whirl and twirl, oh dear soul,
Pin your hopes on you alone.
Let go of complexity,

To know what it feels like,

To be in ecstasy.

Be strong, be hopeful

and don't forget to be soulful"

"As | see through the window

The morning sunshine flickers
A glimmer of hope shimmers."
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INDIA AS A POTENTIAL
"VISHWAGURU™

By Kriti Sharma, 2nd year, B.A. (H) English

fter gaining independence in 1947, India has never looked back. In these seventy-six years, this
incredible country has developed a great deal, with a population of more than 1.3 billion; and on
its way to becoming the world's third-largest economy, the country has come a long way.
However, it cannot change the fact that there remain a lot of challenges that India has to deal
with, major ones of them being poverty and economic development. Although Indiais a great example
of a diverse democracy, it still struggles to promote itself to the world on a broader scale. All these
challenges, however, do not mean that this great nation does not have the potential to become a

‘Vishwaguru'.

Theterm ‘Vishwaguru'is a Sanskrit word which translates to “global teacher”. India’s possession of such

a quality is seen as a possibility in the recent years, under
the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
nationalist government in India. This essay talks about
the presence of rich culture, diversity, developmental
measures, and harmony in this country, to discuss
whether the aspirations of being a global teacher are a
genuinerepresentation of India’'strue potential.

Cultural Foundation and Diversity in India

The cultural foundation of India dates long back and is a
heritage of various social norms and technological
advancements that originated in India or in some way or
the other, are associated with it. India is a diverse country
not just on a linguistic level, but on an ethnic level as well.
Something one should always keep in mind is that when
we talk about the cultural foundation in India, it is not just
limited to the cultures currently present in the country,
buttheterm also applies beyond India, to those countries
and cultures that have their histories strongly connected
to India in one way or the other. For instance, through
immigration, influence or colonisation, particularly in
South Asia and Southeast Asia.

It is important to understand that when we talk about
diversity in India, it is not even close to inequality but
rather emphasises differences that are there in the
countryonvariouslevels. India succeedsin functioning as
a country that is home to a huge population with people
belonging to various different religious, racial, linguistic,
caste, and cultural groups. It sets a remarkable example
of a strong nation in front of the whole world by
functioning as a united nation and maintaining its
diversity despite facing foreign invasions multiple times.
India’s fighting spirit becomes another advantage that
makes this strong nation a potential teacher for the
whole world.
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Diversity in India is not just cultural. India is
termed as a diverse nation because of different
factors such as its linguistic, religious, and
geographic diversity. Spreading across an area
of 3.28 million square kilometers, this country
has various physical features ranging from
fertile plains, mountain ranges, deserts to
rainforests and so on. This geographical
diversity makes India a country rich in flora and
fauna and at the same time, allows for different
culturesto be followed in different geographical
regions in which an important factor is the
environmental condition.

Developmental Measuresin India

The incredible progress that India has made
over the years exemplifies its potential as a
global teacher. There are several advancements
in various fields such as technology, healthcare,
agriculture, education among many others.
India has also taken serious measures to
implement and promote sustainable practices
considering the environment. M.S.
Swaminathan, who is known as the "Father of
the Green Revolution in India", set a great
example of India's contribution towards
developing agricultural practices, keeping in
mind that agriculture falls under the primary
sectorin India.

With the help of these advancements in the
agricultural sector as well as sustainable
practices, India has successfully enhanced its
food production and has addressed several
challenges in the agricultural sector. When we
consider these achievements in addition to the
democratic institutions in India, the vibrant
media, the rule of law, and an actively
functioning civil society, they establish a strong
foundation for the nation to build a leadership
role on and become an idolised figure of
knowledge for the whole world.

In addition to these developments within the
nation, the country has actively engaged in
addressing global challenges which further
promotes its potential as a 'Vishwaguru'. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's proposal of a group

known as G-All, which is similar to G7 and G20
showcases India's focus and commitment to
collaborating with other nations in order to
tackle global problems. India, over the years, has
collaborated with different nations and
participated in various summits, high-profile
events, and important partnerships such as the
Quad, G7 summits, India-EU summits,
collaboration with the United Kingdom as well
as US president Biden's Summit for Democracy.

All of these come together as an example of
India's willingness to collaborate with the global
community in order to ensure international
harmony. The nation has a very high potential
for bringing out innovative solutions to global
problems. India's experience, advancements,
and knowledge in various sectors which include
technology, agriculture, healthcare, renewable
energy, and most importantly, space
exploration serve as a great example of why this
diverse nation has a high potential for being a
greatteachertotheworld.

To conclude, from Miss Universe titles and
Oscars to Olympics, SAF Championships, and
Booker Prizes, India has proved itself as a
country that deserves a lot more recognition
than it has received in the past years. It is a
nation that accomplishes every milestone with
its personal touch, making it authenticand one-
of-a-kind; a great example of this being
the"Mission Mangal" by ISRO.

Other than being a nation with an immense
amountoftalentand leading potential, Indiaisa
country that highly believes in harmony and
whole-heartedly follows the slogan "Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam," which means considering the
world as one family. This idea lies in the heart of
India's culture. Considering the world as one
family is a philosophy that emphasises various
values integral to the role of a Vishwaguru, such
as shared progress, cooperation and support,
the interconnectedness of humanity, and so on.
All these values can be seen in the steps taken
by India over the years, making it a potential
world teacheraswellasaleader.
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ATMANIRBHAR BHARAT- A WAY
TOWARDS SELF RELIANCE

By Sahil Jain, 3rd year, B.Com (H)

Photograph by Simarjeet Singh, 2nd year, B.A. (H) English

‘Atmanirbhar Bharat' is our Prime Minister, Mr.
Narendra Modi's vision for making India self-
sufficient. The main aim of this vision is to spur
growth and build a self-sufficient India. As a
result, the entire initiative is known as
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan’. It was
announced with the aim of giving a boost to the
Indian economy which has been hit hard by the
Covid-19 Pandemic.

This campaign is an important mission for the
economic revitalisation and advancement of
the Indian economy. The Indian economy has
great potential for self-sufficiency, but this
requires proper implementation of the laws
enacted as well as careful allocation of the funds
provided by the government. An economic
package of Rs 20 Lakh crore was announced by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi as part of
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan’ in May 2020, to
anticipate a possible deterioration in the
economy during the global pandemic and to
turndisastersinto opportunities. This packageis
estimated at10 percent of GDP.

The real meaning of ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat'is self-
dependent India. It can be said that
atmanirbhar implies promoting and favouring
local productsand ensuring that these products
are equal in cost and quality to their imported
counterparts. Self-dependency, hence, implies
the globalisation of our industries. India relies
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Self-reliance makes us
lovious and empowered, so

come one step towards se/f-
reliance.

on a lot of imports from many countries around
the world and pays huge import bills compared
to its exports. During the time of the pandemic,
all import and export activities worldwide had
been suspended and the transport of goodsand
services had ceased, so, at that point of time it
was very difficult to live without these goods. In
such a time, only the implementation of the
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat' Policy was required.

The most desired outcome is India becoming a
prosperous country. The beneficiaries of the
Self-India campaign program are farmers, poor
citizens, migrant workers, small industries,
tenants and people working in the organised
sector and more. India is very talented, can
make the best products and can become a
flourishing country using the abundant
resources the country possesses. We, as its
citizens, must strengthen our supply chains to
become an Atmanirbhar Bharat. The more
people encourage the native entrepreneur, the
more society as a whole will produce and scale.
Production of goods in our country will increase
industries, unemployment will be eliminated to
a great extent and the poverty rate will also be
reduced. The country’'s economy will also
become stronger as imports will decrease and
exports will increase. If the production of goods
in the country increases, these can also be
exported to other countries, leading to an
increaseinforeign currency.



‘Moreover, self-sufficiency is a positive term and
it is very important to a person, family or a
country. If the person is self-sufficient, they will
need the least help of others to make a living.
Being self-sufficient is the best quality for both
the individual and the country. It is based on five
pillars: first, the economy will not bring gradual
changes, but a quantum leap. Second, is that
the infrastructure becomes the symbol of
modern India. Third, states that the system wiill
be driven by technology and not based on last
century politics. Fourth, is that demographics is
our forte, securing usthe energy resource status
for self-sufficient India. Fifth, India’'s cycle of
supply and demand would improve the
economy and allow ittoreach its full potential.

Recently, the government has taken further
steps to create a self-sufficient India but in the
race for self-dependency we also have some

Stills from FirstCut: The Filmmaking and Photography Society's
documentary 'KAAGAZ' - a story of change, hope and a thousand smiles.

important things to be mindful of. Before
starting an industry, it is important to
understand the impact it will have on the
environment. Together with the industry,
citizens must also pursue the environmentally
friendly policy of the country. Furthermore,
India is working on many programmes to boost
its economy such as the creation of new
industries, many new technologies or new
machines that are used in Indian factories,
along with enhancements in educational
policies, like the new National Education Policy
and hospital equipment. India is, as is evident,
fully committed to becoming self-sufficient as
the government runs various kinds of programs
for the country and its citizens to make them
independent, efficient and reliable. The country
will soon play a key role in the global technology
market and various other products. There is
great potential not only in urban areas but in
rural areasifappropriate policies are formulated
and implemented. This plan also encourages
the youth to start their own businesses and
become employers, notemployees.

Our development indicates the development of
our nation so we should do our best to develop
ourselves, first. The government can only put in
place a plan, but it remains our duty to
implementit.

Photograph by Shreya Rana, 3rd year, B.A. Prog.
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THE SELFIE AND THE PORTRAIT:
EXPLORING ARTISTIC EXPRESSION
IN THE DIGITAL AGE

By Deepshikha Chauhan, 2nd year, B.A. (H) English

The emergence of the selfie as a popular form
of self-portraiture has sparked a debate on its
impact on the traditional portrait as an art form.
While the selfie has democratised self-
representation and provided accessibility to
self-expression, concerns have been raised
about its potential degeneration of portrait art.
This article examines the historical significance
of portraiture, the challenges faced by portrait
artists throughout history, and the evolution of
self-portraiture inthe digital age.

The traditional portrait has a rich history dating
back to ancient civilisations, serving as a means
of capturing the likeness, personality, and status
of individuals. It has influenced society, shaping
perceptions of self and others, and has been
commissioned by rulers, the wealthy, and
prominent figures to commemorate their
significance. However, portrait artists today face
new challenges, including declining demand
for traditional portraiture, increased
competition from digital media, and the
struggle tofind clients.

On the other hand, the selfie has become a
popular means of self-expression and
documentation in contemporary culture. With
the advent of smartphones and social media
platforms, individuals can easily capture and
share self-portraits. Selfies offer advantages
such as accessibility, flexibility, convenience,
and affordability, allowing individuals to control
their self-representation.

However, the selfie has also been criticised for
promoting a culture of superficiality and self-
obsession, and concerns have been raised
about its impact on mental health and even
accidental deaths. Selfie is linked to a number
of psychological disorders such as Selfie
Syndrome - A Mental Disorder, named as selfitis
, defined as the obsessive compulsive desire to
take photos of one’s self and post them on social
media as a way to make up for the lack of self-
esteem and to fill a gap in intimacy. Chicago,
[llinois — The American Psychiatric Association
(APA) has officially confirmed what many

Illustration by Saffiya, 3rd year, B.Com (H)
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people thought all along: taking ‘selfies’ is a
mental disorder. The APA made this
classification during its annual board of
directors meeting in Chicago. The selfie culture
is also responsible for accidental deaths
worldwide. The quest for extreme selfies killed
259 people between 2011 and 2017, a 2018 global
study hasrevealed.

There are contrasting opinions on the artistic
value of selfies. Some consider selfies a
legitimate art form, highlighting their potential
for self-expression and personal creativity.
Others criticise selfies for their focus on vanity
and the proliferation of low-quality, uninspired
images.

The conclusion emphasises the need to
continue exploring the artistic potential of
selfies while acknowledging the challenges
they pose. As long as creators approach selfies
with authenticity and artistic vision, the portrait
asan art form can evolve and thrive in the digital
age. The democratisation of self-portraiture
through selfies has opened up new avenues for
artistic expression and personal creativity,
despite the concernssurrounding theirimpact.

Photograph by Ahsas Singh, 2nd year, B.Com (Prog.)



INDIA OF MY DREAM VISION

By Simarpreet Kaur, 3rd year, B.A. (H) English

Photograph by Aman Khan, Alumni, B.A. (H) Political Science

| have a lot to ask from
the future, not just for me,
but also for those who may be
imagining no future for
themselves. My vision is a
dream wherein all thoughts of
living in a utopian view of life
are self-explainable and easily
attainable. My ideaisto painta
canvas with a stroke of
shimmer and fill it with all the
colours | can lay my hands on.
Because, why not? Now is the
time to think because the
future of our youth lies in the
palm of our hands. We, as the
upcoming future of our
nation, can bring in a myriad
of unthinkable possibilities by
channelling our energies
along theright path.

My first step in making a
difference would be to pen
down these thoughts and
create a picture wherein
people may feel sad or happy
at times, but they keep it
together for the ones they
love, because it would be of no
use to stay in a country with
no one by your side. Hence, |
continue my dream. | want
time to slow down so that
people can see the beauty of
my country and join me in my
task to preserve and take it to
new heights. To make India a
country with not just better
material benefits and wealth,
but an even better place than
itistoday.

Therefore, | dream for an India
with economic and political
stability, where people get the
chance to be in a stable and
peaceful environment and
not in a state of constant need
to fight for their survival. |
want to be a part of a future
where no one sleeps with an
empty stomach, and
everyone has a roof over his or
her head. | wish for equal
rights for all and injustice
prevailed on none. Such a
view is difficult toimagine and
might seem unrealistic, but
thinking about possibilities,
albeit seemingly
unattainable, is much better
than waiting for others to
make a difference towards a
world Iwantto be a part of.
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EMERGENCE OF UTTAR PRADESH
AS A MEGA EXPORT HUB

By Aditya Madhwal & Rishit Mittal, 1st year, B.A. (H) Economics

Even after 75 years of independence, many
farmersand small businesses are still struggling
to meet their necessities. The giant companies
are still paralysing the growth of small
businesses and many facilities provided by the
government are still not within the reach of
farmers. To tackle all these problems and
increase the growth of the economy, the Uttar
Pradesh government came up with a scheme,
‘One District One Product Programme (ODOP)'.
Thisscheme was launched under ‘Make in India’
in 2018 and it is regarded as one of the most
important schemes for regional economic
revitalization.

This concept of ODOP is very similar to the
Japanese model of ‘One Village One Product’
programme which was implemented to ensure
economic development at the local level. ‘One
District One Product’isimplemented under the
present leadership of the Chief Minister of UP,
Mr.Yogi Adityanath to make all the 75 districts of
UP an export hub by scaling up their

Photograph by Sumit Kumar, Alumni, B.Com (H)
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manufacturing and finding the potential buyers
for the product. The basic aim of ODOP
programme is to identify one product with
export prospects and develop a cluster for the
product which can produce the product with
fine, world class quality and a brand, then
finding the potential buyers outside India with
theaim of promoting export.

This will help the economy by scaling up the
manufacturing of small industries and will
create many employment opportunities in the
district. The government will eliminate the
tailback in exporting the product so that more
manufacturers take part in the manufacturing
of the product to earn profits. The UP
government aimed to solve the problem of
farmers and manufacturers of these products
which included miscellaneous but major
problems like lack of access to hot markets, lack
of marketing, lack of technology and need of
government consultation and subsidies.




A classic example is kalanamak rice, which is
naturally scented rice with countless health
benefits. It contains anthocyanin, which is anti-
inflammmatory, antioxidant and has anti-cancer
properties. The rice is rich in protein, iron,
vitamin-e and natural fibres, making kalanamak
rice a wonderful product for weight loss and
natural detoxifier. Despite being such a
miraculous product, it has almost zero demand
in India but has been growing popular in
countries like the USA, UK and New Zealand.
However, until 2018 the production of this rice
was very less and farmers were not willing to
cultivate it due to less demand. This is where
One District One Product scheme became a
game changer for this product. It was made the
ODOP of Siddharth Nagar and within four years
the number of farmers increased from 15-20 in
2018 to 750-800 in 2022. In Siddharth Nagar
alone, the land under cultivation of kalanamak
rice went from 2,805 hectares in 2019 to 10,000
hectares in 2022. The farmers’ income has
increased manifold as the wholesale price of
kalanamak rice has increased from Rs. 40 in
2018 to Rs.135in 2021. It is now being exported to
other countries with a vision to make it a major
export commodity of India.

The government changed the fate of
kalanamak by identifying the problem it faced.
First problem that the government identified
was the identity, access and marketing of the
product. For this the government gave a
marketable and more appealing name to
kalanamak rrice to attract foreign audiencesand
thus, the Buddha rice came into existence. This
also gave it a huge export opportunity to
Buddhist countries like Korea, Japan, Vietnam
and China.

The name ‘Buddha rice’ was adopted as it is
believed that Lord Buddha broke his fast with
the pudding made from this rice and the
government promoted farmers to sell this rice
in packaging with Lord Buddha's picture on it.
Government also gave assistance to its value
chain which included demonstration of
cropping systems, distribution of high yielding
variety seeds, improved farm machine,
integrated nutrient and pest management,
harvest equipment and tons of training. The
government also organised special festivals to
give market access to farmers like a three-day

kalanamak fest in March 2021 in collaboration
with the export promotion department. This
festival brought farmersand buyers to the same
platform. Similar strategies were taken for all 137
unique products under ODOP to transform
their value and supply chain. The government
also opened a common facility centre to
integrate all the activities from training, finance,
storage, processing, grading, packaging to bar
coding under one roof.

Photograph by Sudhish Singh, 3rd year, B.A. (H) Hindi

These centres are being developed for all
products under ODOP with 90% of the centre
cost being borne by the UP government along
with financial assistance worth Rs. 8200 crore to
farmers and entrepreneurs under this scheme.
The government hasalsosigned an MOU with e-
commerce giant Flipkart to sell the products
and the ODOP products from the state have
garnered Rs. 1600 crore sales on the platform
since Flipkart's partnership with the state in
2018, providing digital footprints to these local
entrepreneurs. Thus, with the identification of
problems and provision of remedy, the UP
government's ODOP initiative is not only
increasing employment but also giving
limelight to long-lost treasures of India by
helping farmers and craftsmen in getting their
due rights as well as a vision to make Uttar
Pradesh a manufacturing and exporting hub.
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MY HOLLOW TREASURES

Riya Agarwal, B.A. (H) English, (Alumnus, Batch of 2022)

In childhood's innocence, | yearned for things
so bright

Material pleasures | craved with all my might,
A world of plenty beyond my grasp

Where all my wants were unfulfilled, my needs
unasked.

Now as an adult, my eyes see clear

Those once-coveted treasures are no longer
dear

Action figures and blurays, once a desperate
plea,

Now hold no value, no longer do they bring
glee.

Pirated disks bought by my father's hand,
Their absence once brought me to weep and
stand

But now they sit with in difference and
neglect,

A once-prized possession no longer does it
reflect.

Photograph by Dr. Nirmalya Samanta, Associate Professor, Department of English.
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A gift fromm my mother, given last summer
But it was a reminder of a life of clutter,

A time of unbridled selfishness and greed,

A past that haunts me with its vain misdeeds.

| wonder now, what drove me then,

To chase empty dreams and forsake true
friends,

| see the cost of my youthful obsession,

And mourn the loss of my past innocence with
solemn reflection.

Oh, how | yearn for the naivety of youth,
Before the world consumed me with its
ruthless truth,

Before | learned the cost of desire,

Before | was consumed by its burning fire.




RECORD

Prof. Madhu Batta, Professor, Department of English

They ask me to give the record

Of my deeds

But what tangible records could be given
Of works intangible.

| just take your name in my heart
You do my works

Spreading love, spreading light
Wishing wellness, wishing joy

And watching their fulfillment,

The worth of such tasks being done
Can never be counted.

LOVE

All of the restlessness of the world
Is the restlessness to meet Him.
All the flow of rivers

And gushing forth of the blood in the body

From head to toe

Is just love.

The blowing of the wind,

Its running with all its wild power
From one place

To the other

Where the heat of emotions

Has lifted it from earth

Is nothing but love.

Prof. Madhu Batta 1s an emient poet and
painter from the Department of English. The
selected poems are a part of her poetry
collection, "Offerings" and are illustrated by
her paintings. An exhibition of her paintings
was held in the college on 21st October, 2020.
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IMMORTAL LIFE

Dr. Moirangthem Jiban Singh, Assistant Professor,
Department of Environmental Studies

eris SOlISﬁIhg you,
Come back my valiant
son e A
Come back arless
daughter

Call me once 'Mother'.

Mother's precious pearl
Wakeup once

Your lovely motherland
Can't bid bye
Lamenting for you

Listen to it once.

»g
F

After giving sacred verse,

After showing the path of

peace,
Where are you going?

Come back.
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WHISPERS OF THE SOUL:
A JOURNEY INTO

SPIRITUALITY

Mr. Sumit Suhag, Senior Assistant, Accounts

In the whispers of the morning breeze,

A spiritual awakening, the soul appease.
Beyond the realm of the tangible and seen,
Unveiling truths that lie within.

Seeking solace in the depths of the mind,
Spirituality's essence, a jewel to find.

A sacred journey, a path to explore,
Connecting with the divine at the core.

In quiet reflection, the ego fades away,

The mystical dance of light and shadows sway.
A union of self, cosmos, and grace,
Spirituality's embrace, a sacred space.

Transcending the boundaries of earthly strife,
Embracing unity, the essence of life.

In love and compassion, we find our way,
Nurturing spirits, shining bright each day.

Unique and personal, this spiritual quest,
A tapestry woven with hearts manifest.
Each soul's journey, a story to tell,

In the tapestry of spirituality, we dwell.

Photograph by Shreya Rana, 3rd year, B.A. Prog.

Aloka Tirtha 2023 | 23



KABUL ON
26TH FEBRUARY, 2010

By Dr. Moirangthem Jiban Singh, Assistant Professor, Dept. of EVS

This is an excerpt from a book which is to be published.

Brave Soldiers! | don't have any words to thank you. It's
your selfless love towards our nation that makes you
offer the supreme sacrifice for us! It's your bravery,
courage, skills, perfection and excellency that makes
you special and eligible to serve our motherland.

World's 4th largest and powerful military that is our
Indian Defence Forces works in the world's toughest
battle fields. They serve our country in extreme
conditions. They are our real heroes. At present, it is
one of the top militaries in the world having a glorious
history.

Army is the one of the most important bodies of our
defence system and we can't imagine living our lives
peacefully without their sacrifice. Their selfless service
and dedication towards the nation is not just
unbelievable but also unimaginable. We have heard
about the superheroes in comics, TV shows and in
stories. They are just fictional characters. But what
about the real heroes? Do they exist? Yes, they do, in
the army.

One of the myths among people is that the army is for
those who don't get a proper job. However, this is not
true. Army is for those who have massive hearts.

The life in army is not easy and cannot be compared to
any ordinary one. Protecting our country's border
16,000 feet above the sea level at a temperature of -
500C at Siachen Glacier, patrolling in the blistering heat
of 500C degrees in Rajasthan and Naxalite area in
Western Ghats, and controlling the emergency
declared areas in Northeast India; are these jobs, or
duty?

The Armed Forces are unique in many ways. To some,
they are unique because of their disciplined life, and to
others, the glamour of uniform is overwhelming. But
do we ever try to see the exhausted faces behind the
disciplined life or the wounds in the wake of the
glamorous uniform? The Army Medical Corps have also
produced those who ought to be worshipped and
Major Laishram Jyotin Singh, Ashok Chakra, is one of
them.

Major Laishram Jyotin Singh was born on 14th May
1972 at Nambol Awang Leikai in Bishnupur District of
Manipur. He is the son of Shri Laishram Markanda
Singh and Smt. Ibeyaima Devi. Major Jyotin was the
third among the four highly accomplished siblings. His
sisters Bina Kumari Devi and Ragini Devi work as a
doctor and a lecturer in mathematics respectively. They
both are married and live in Imphal. His younger
brother Dr. Laishram Boeing is teaching at IIT,
Guwahati.
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He did his early schooling from Manipur Public School,
Imphal and MBBS from the Regional Institute of
Medical Sciences (RIMS), Imphal in 1996. He loved
sports and completed his two-year Postgraduate
Diploma in Sports Medicine from Baba Farid University
of Health Sciences, Patiala in 2001. He joined the Army
Medical Corps on 15th February 2003 at Military
Hospital, Silchar. On completion of his basic military
training, he was posted to a high-altitude area with
‘Border Roads Organisation’ in a medical unit of the
General Reserve Engineering Force (GREF) on 8th July
2003. There, he didn't just look after the only GREF
personnel but also provided medical care to civilians
and their families in the remote areas of Arunachal
Pradesh.

He joined the Military Hospital, Agartala on 9th
February 2006 and literally ran the entire hospital
single-handedly. Apart from his routine work in
hospital, he shared his experience as a ‘Sports Medicine
Expert’ with jawans who were being trained in that area.
He spent his evenings playing as he was a keen football
and badminton player. The inter-unit football and
badminton matches helped him to interact with troops
and he became popular in the social circle of the
garrison within no time. His advice was frequently
sought after by one and all in the garrison, as almost all
Army personnel are fitness freaks. Major Jyotin was
invited to be a part of the Fourth International Military
Sports Council (IMSC)/ Council International Sport
Military (CISM) Military World games organised by the
Indian Armed Forces at Hyderabad in 2007. There, he
worked as a medical officer in charge of the anti-
doping unit. He was also invited to attend the
Commonwealth Youth Games at Pune in 2008.

Major Jyotin was a sincere and diligent officer and was
always ready for any task beyond his regular duty.
While working as a medical officer in the military
hospital, he provided special services to the
Government Hospital and College, Agartala and
helped many patients to get rid of their ailments while
playing. He received his Sainya Sewa Medal in 2006 and
High Altitude Medal in 2007.

On completion of his tenure at Agartala, he was
transferred to the Army Recruiting Office, Amethi on
14th July 2008. Being among the best medical officers
of the Army Medical Corps, he was selected for foreign
mission posting and was deputed to the Indian Medical
Mission in Kabul on 13th February 2010, where he
started looking after patients in the Indian Mission
Hospital.

Illustration by Reena, 3rd year, B.A. (H) English



ONLINE TEACHING-LEARNING:
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES
DURING PANDEMIC

By Dr. Abhishek Singh, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Management Studies

The educational environment has been completely
changed by online learning, which today offers a
huge arena of options for knowledge, growth and self-
improvement to the students. These opportunities do,
however, come with a number of difficulties that must be
understood and resolved. The popularity of online
learning, often known as e-learning, has expanded
recently as a result of technical advancements and better
internet access. While online learning has many
advantages for students, including ease and flexibility,
there are also many drawbacks.

Numerous horrific occurrences took place across the
world because of the corona pandemic. Almost every part
of the globe was under lockdown. This unexpected
calamity had an impact on both educational activities and
the operations of many other industries. Only online
education was a possibility when academic activities
could be carried out without disruption. However, many
educational institutions were unable to -efficiently
accomplish educational activities as they lacked expertise
in online teaching prior to the outbreak. Though the
lockdown opened new prospects for online teaching, the
absence of direct, in-person contact and face-to-face
interaction with students and instructors remained a very
challenging aspect of online learning both for the teachers
as well as the students. Some people prefer face-to-face
engagement in traditional classroom settings, while
others prefer the flexibility and self-paced aspect of
online courses. Students who struggle with self-directed
learning or who require more customised attention found
itextremely hard to adapt to online learning techniques.

Online education got frequently hampered by issues with
internet access, power-cut, and lack of technological
devices like PCs, laptops, and mobile phones in almost all
the universities of the country. Rural areas often have a
large proportion of low-income families, many of which
are joint, making it difficult to provide a quiet
environment. As a result, it became very difficult to
successfully conduct online education in these areas even
when internet connectivity was available. Both, students
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as well as teachers find it
difficult to focus
sometimes leading to the
failure of the teaching-
learning process. Even
with the internet access,
electricity and the required
devices, students remained
enmeshed in the web of
social media and are
unable to concentrate on
their studies and use these resources properly. Despite
these obstacles, online education has constantly
improved. Institutions and educators have been working
tirelessly to enhance the online learning experience by
integrating interactive components, providing additional
assistance, and creating virtual communities in order to
encourage engagement and get past the disadvantages of
standard online forms. Under the direction of the
University Grants Commission, colleges and universities
are also conducting massive open online courses
(MOOC:s) in the regional language on a big scale so that
students in remote areas can study in their regional
language and comprehend the subject thoroughly.

The educational landscape is brought to the forefront by
online learning, which presents both potential and
obstacles. We may develop a setting that maximises the
chances for adaptability, accessibility, cooperation,
continuous learning, and cost-effectiveness by
recognising and tackling the difficulties of face-to-face
interaction, self-discipline, technical problems, and
scarce resources. Online learning has the potential to
revolutionise education and empower people on their
lifelong learning journeys through deliberate technology
integration, creative instructional design, and learner-
cantered approaches. A favourable change in the
architecture of the educational system appears to be
coming in the future, given the popularity of online
education and ongoing government initiatives to improve
the quality of online education.

— S
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SUSTAINABLE GROWTH OF
‘ATMANIRBHAR BHARAT’: TOWARDS
A CIRCULAR ECONOMY

By Dr. Arti Yaday, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Commerce

66

The ﬁwa/s of today are the

resources af tomorvow at

)/esferda)/s resource prices.

This quote in itselfis sufficient in explaining the concept of a
circular economy. As per UNCTAD, “A circular economy
involves markets that give incentives to reusing  products,
rather than scrapping them and then extracting new
resources.”

The overall functioning of a circular economy can be well-
understood through Figure 1. In such an economy, all forms
of waste, such as clothes, scrap metal and obsolete
electronics, etc. are returned to the economy or used more
efficiently. By implementing the system of circular
economy along with fulfilling the social needs, other issues
like biodiversity loss and climate change can also be
resolved. Some of the other advantages that a circular
economy offers are effective management of pollution,
waste, and emissions of greenhouse gases along with growth
in jobs and prosperity (Figure 2).

e Doz
Figure 1

Further moving towards circular economy’s value in the
Indian context, according to Ellen MacArthur Foundation's
estimates, circular economy adoption in India will bring an
annual benefit to a tune of Rs 40 lakh crore in 2050 and
reduce GHG emissions by 44 percent. An enormous increase
in population and urbanisation level in India has led to an
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Figure 2

increase in consumption level and generation of waste.
Between 1970 to 2015, six times rise in annual material
consumption has been witnessed and by 2030, it is expected
to grow up to 14.2 billion tonnes leading to a substantial
growth in the waste level. The management of this huge
waste is, no doubt, going to pose challenges, both in
terms of investment and operational aspects.

India has always worked towards the sustainability aspect,
which is evident through the practices implemented at
various levels, such as in India’s culture, religious practices,
art, and policy. It can be easily verified by Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi’s statement at St. Petersburg
International Economic Forum in 2017, "It is our conviction
that we have no right to snatch from our future generations,
their right to have a clean and beautiful earth. It is a part of
our thinking and for that reason we do not believe in
exploitation of nature. We people do not have the right to
take more than necessary from nature."

Therefore, the government of India has already started
taking initiatives in working towards a circular economy by
promoting projects and policy formulation in multiple areas
like, liquid waste management, for instance. The Swachh
Bharat Mission-Urban (SBM-U) in 2014 is also one of the
significant steps based on the ‘3R’ principles of reduce,
reuse and recycle. However, waste management and
disposal are still persistent challenges around the world,
including India.

The concept of circular economy, thus, with its effective
implementation is an opportunity to build the norm of
environmental consciousness. Moreover, India has a
competitive advantage over mature economies in terms of its
potential for development and its budding markets; and the
vision in terms of a circular economy will only strengthen its
prosperity in a sustainable way.
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RAMANUJAN COLLEGE
CULTURAL COMMITTEE

PRESENTS

PERFORMING &
FINE ARTS

CULTURAL COMMITTEE
RAMANUJAN COLLEGE

At Ramanujan College, the performance arts
steal the spotlight, captivating audiences with
their immense talent and passion. From
mesmerizing music to captivating theatre,
dynamic dance, vibrant visual arts, and
rhythmic percussion, our college is a thriving
hub of artistic expression. The performing arts
societies unite to create a spirited tapestry of
creativity, providing students a platform to
showcase their skills and explore their
interests. With diverse talents and unwavering
dedication, they infuse our college with
vibrancy, cultural richness, and artistic
brilliance.
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Welcome to the vibrant and diverse cultural
myriad of Ramanujan College, where
creativity thrives and talent shines! At the core
of this dynamic atmosphere, you'll discover
the Cultural Committee-a vital part of our
college community. With a deep passion for
nurturing artistic expression and organising
exceptional events, the Cultural Committee
collaborates closely with nine outstanding
performing arts societies. Together, they strive
for excellence, celebrating the sheer beauty of
creative expression.



DANCE

SPECTACULAR PERFORMANCES ON STAGE

THIS YEAR'S PERFORMANCES
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LAYATAAL

The Classical Dance Society

Layataal, the Classical Dance Society of
Ramanujan College, University of Delhi aims
to connect the students with Indian culture
through the art of dance. Established in 2020,
Layataal embraces various Indian dance forms
like Kathak, Bharatnatyam, and Odissi,
offering an exciting platform for learning and
personal growth. With their creative
performances and rigorous training, Layataal
empowers students to express themselves
through the enchanting world of Indian
classical dance, fostering a deep appreciation
forourrich cultural heritage.

Layataal has been making waves in the
cultural scene, securing Second Position in the
competitions held at both, Shaheed Rajguru
College and Aryabhatta College. They also
showcased their skills at 'Symphony'23'
hosted by Janki Devi Memorial College and
‘Yugal'23' organised by B.R. Ambedkar
College. The society also left an indelible mark
with their captivating performances at cultural
events such as 'JOSH'22', NAAC event 2022,
'‘Onella 2.0', and 'Shivranjini Open Stage'. With
their graceful movements and expressive
storytelling, Layataal has  established
themselves as a force to be reckoned with in
the world of classical dance.



DANCE

Dance Nucleic Acid

The Western Dance Society

The dancers of Dance Nucleic Acid
(DNA), have achieved remarkable
success in various prestigious
competitions.

DNA secured Second Position in the
dance competitions held at Amity
University, Gurgaon as well as Shaheed
Bhagat Singh College.

Adding to their accolades, DNA
achieved Third Position at the IIT
Kanpur Nationals, competing against
some of the best dance teams across
the country. .

Dance Nucleic Acid (DNA), the
Western Dance Society of Ramanujan
College is a dynamic collective that
celebrates and enhances the art of
dancing. With a fusion of various
western dance forms, DNA showcases
a wide range of styles including hip-
hop, contemporary, jazz and
freestyle.

Through rigorous training, creative
choreography, and unwavering
dedication, DNA never fails to
mesmerise the audience with its
electrifying performances. Their
unique blend of cultural fusion and
artistic expression leaves an indelible
mark in the world of Western dance.
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DANCE

THE BHANGRA REGIMENT

THE BHANGRA SOCIETY OF RAMANUJAN COLLEGE

Established in January 2016, the Folk Dance
Society of Ramanujan College stands as a
testament to the rich cultural heritage and
diversity of our institution. Bhangra takes the
centre stage, radiating enthusiasm and power as a
dynamic expression of folk dance and music.
Bhangra embodies the spirit of the lively and
spirited people, with its energetic movements and
pulsating beats. The society embraces this
exuberant dance form, celebrating its traditions
and spreading joy through captivating
performances. With every step and every beat, the
Folk Dance Society of Ramanujan College pays
homage to the cultural roots of Bhangra,
enchanting audiences and fostering a deeper
appreciation for folk dance.

&
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Under the guidance of Choreographer Mr.
Harmeet Singh, Dhol master Mr. Amit Vaid, and
Convenor Dr. Kanwal Jeet Singh, the Folk Dance
Society of Ramanujan College has delivered
mesmerising performances at various esteemed
institutions such as Aurobindo College,
Vivekananda College, PGDAV College, Miranda
House, Mata Sundari College, Dyal Singh College,
Shri Gurunanak Dev College, Shri Guru Teg
Bahadur College, Amity University, Indraprastha
College for Women, and Delhi Technological
University. Their energetic routines depict the
essence of Punjabi culture, leaving a long-lasting
impact on the audience.




The cultural fest 'JOSH x
SEQUOIA' at Ramanujan
College witnessed multiple
dance performances. The
'Hustle' dance competition,
hosted by DNA, showcased
the brilliance of the
participating colleges and
hence, the event was filled
with energetic performances.
The group '3.14' from
Vivekananda Institute of
Professional Studies secured
the First Position. The DJ
evening brought the crowd
together for a fun-filled dance
extravaganza, concluding the
fest on an energetic note.

EVENTS

Onella-Diwali Mela: A Melodic
and Joyful Celebration

The 'Onella-Diwali Mela' at
Ramanujan College was filled
with music, dance, and
merriment. The group dance by
DNA and various other solo
performances kept the crowd
engaged and entertained. The
event also featured unique
activities, for instance, the
Musical Chair in Bhangra style,
adding to the festive
atmosphere. With the successful
conclusion of 'Onella’,
Ramanujan College experienced
a resounding celebration of
Diwali.

DANCE PERFORMANCES AND EVENTS

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam: A
Celebration of Cultural
Diversity

The cultural event 'Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam' at Ramanujan
College, in collaboration with
The Bahai House of Worship,
featured captivating dance
performances. Layataal, the
Classical Dance Society of
Ramanujan College, presented a
graceful classical dance
performance, mesmerising the
foreign attendees. The event
also showcased various cultural
performances, including
Bharatnatyam, Kathak, Sarod
solos, and concluded with an
energetic performance by The
Bhangra Regiment, The Bhangra

Ramanujan College NAAC Visit

During the NAAC visit, Ramanujan College
showcased the exceptional talents of its dance
societies. Layataal presented a graceful fusion dance
performance to the tunes of 'Shree Ganesh Deemahi'
and 'Masakali', leaving the audience spellbound. The
DNA Western group also impressed the attendees
with their vibrant dance moves. NAAC
representatives praised the societies for their
outstanding performances, adding to the college's
effortstoachieve an A++grade.

Jhankaar: A Cultural Extravaganza at Ramanujan
College

Jhankaar, the cultural event at Ramanujan College
witnessed enthusiastic dance performances by its
varying dance societies. Layataal's graceful classical
fusion dance and The Bhangra Regiment's energetic
Bhangra, Luddi, Dhamaal, and Jhoomar
performances stole the show. The event also
featured mesmerising solo performances by Shreya,
Ajitanshu, and Bhavna, portraying exceptional
talents. The event was a remarkable success, adding
vibrantenergytothe college campus.
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MUSIC

THE WORLD OF MUSIC AT
RAMANUJAN COLLEGE




MUSIC

SHIVRANJANI

SHIVRANJANI: THE MUSIC SOCIETY OF
RAMANUIJAN COLLEGE

Stepping into the captivating realm of
Shivranjani, the Music Society of our college,
enchanting melodies take the centre stage.
Renowned as one of the most engaging
societies in Ramanujan College, Shivranjani
leaves a lasting impression on every RCite. Their
mesmerising performances, witnessed at both
intra and inter-college levels, create ripples of
sound that resonate within the hearts of their
audiences. With their passion and talent,
Shivranjani captivates and inspires, infusing
every musical journey with pure magic.

Shivranjanienjoyed a remarkable year while successfully conducting various eventsincluding
'Open Stage!, 'Gaane Bhi Do Yaaro' and 'Khamaj' in the year of 2023. They displayed their
musical prowess and emerged victorious at various competitions, securing top positions at
Pearl Academy, AIIMS, NSUT, IIT BHU, and more. Shivranjani's performances left a lasting
impression by securing the Second Position at Shyam Lal College's 'Battle of Bands'. Through

their skills and dedication, Shivranjani continues to make waves, leaving their mark in the
world of music.
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EVENTS

Sham-E-Mosiqi: A Harmonious
Celebration of Music

As part of the ongoing Centenary
Celebrations of the University of Delhi,
Ramanujan College collaborated with the
international musical group, Havas
Guruhi to organise 'Sham-E-Mosigi'. The
event, held at Vice Regal Lodge, University
of Delhi, presented a fusion of Indian and
Uzbek music. The exuberant performance
of the band was witnessed by the
audience of students from all the colleges
ofthe University of Delhi.

Shivranjani's Splendid Performance
during NAAC Visit

During the National Assessment and
Accreditation Council (NAAC) visit to
Ramanujan College, Shivranjani, the Music
society of Ramanujan College delivered a
melodious performance. The society's
rendition of Ganesh Stuti, based on Raag
Kedar on Tabla, resonated with the
audience. The performance was well
received and added a cultural touch to the
event.
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Jhankar: A Musical Extravaganza at
Ramanujan College

The cultural event of Ramanujan
College, 'Jhankar', captivated the
audience with an incredible display of
talent. The renowned band, Havas
Guruhi, mesmerised the crowd with
their unique renditions of popular
Bollywood songs, leaving a lasting
impact. The event received extensive
media coverage with Focus News
acting as the official media partner,
highlighting the success ofthe event.
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Onella: A Vibrant Diwali Mela Filled with
Musical Delights

‘Onella'’, the Diwali mela brought a
delightful combination of music and
festivities. Various performers took the
stage, captivating the crowd with their
musical talents. From bhajans to Ganesh
Vandana, the event showcased the
versatility of the artists. The group and solo
performances by Shivranjani left the
audience awestruck throughoutthe event.

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam: An Enriching Celebration

of Cultural Diversity

The collaboration between Ramanujan College and The
Bahai House of Worship led to the cultural event named
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam'. The event commenced
with a soulful Vandana by Shivranjani, followed by
mesmerising performances by the various colleges of
the University of Delhi. Classical music, solo acts, and a
captivating dance performance by Layataal enchanted
the attendees. The event successfully emphasised the
power of cultural diversity and the unity of humanity.

Alumni Meet: Shivranjani's Melodic
Reunion

Shivranjani created a soulful ambiance
during the Alumni Meet. The Saraswati
Vandana performance by the members of
the society evoked a sense of nostalgia and
cultural unity. Throughout the day,
Shivranjani presented various group as
wellassoloacts.

JOSH x SEQUOIA: Ramanujan College's
Cultural Fest Unleashed Musical Talents

Ramanujan College's annual cultural fest,
'JOSH x SEQUOIA!, witnessed a multitude
of musical performances. The fest began
with the enchanting Sarasvati Vandana by
Shivranjani. The event also featured a
'Battle of Bands', where various bands
exhibited their musical prowess. The
highlight of the fest was the special
performance by renowned Bollywood
singer, Abhijeet Srivastav, adding a grand
finaleto the three-day extravaganza.
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JAZBA: THE DRAMATICS SOCIETY

JAZBA, The Dramatics Society of the
University of Delhi, has always
garnered acclaim for its stage and
street plays. Each year, JAZBA
prepares a multitude of productions
which are performed at stage shows
and competitions nationwide. With
their commitment to excellence,
JAZBA continues to push the
boundaries of artistic expression,
firmly holding their place within the
theatre community.

JAZBA has participated in a number of
events, such as the 'Jhalak
Competition' at Jesus and Mary
College, for instance. Their stage
production 'Dakghar' was showcased
at the 'Jashn-E-Theatre - Annual

Theatre Fest' of Deshbandu College. They also excelled in the 'AD-MAD' competitions at PGDAV

College and secured notable positions.

JAZBA's achievements include winning Second and Third Positions at the '"AD-MAD' competition
held at Dyal Singh College and securing the Third Position in the Improv Competition at Sri

Venkateshwara College.

The society continues to demonstrate dedication and talent while conveying powerful messages

through their performances.
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BRUSHSTROKES

The Fine Arts Society

Illustration by Saffiya, B.Com (Hons), Third Year
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Brushstrokes, The Art and Craft Society of
Ramanujan College, nurtures budding artists by
providing the space and necessary resources to
explore diverse art media. From painting and
sketching to pottery and sculpture, this diverse
society fosters artistic growth through
workshops, exhibitions, and interactive sessions.
With access to essential equipments,
Brushstrokes empowers students to unleash
their creativity and develop their unique artistic
voices. It stands out as a community that
celebrates the power of art and promotes a love
for creativity that knows no bounds.

Brushstrokes has organised various activities
including workshops on refurbishing old
articles, watercolour painting, sketching,
calligraphy along with several painting
competitions and sketchwalks. The society also
conducted a special lecture session on 'The
History of Western Art' providing students with
the opportunity to learn various art forms and
techniques to develop their artistic skills.

INlustration by Bipasha Ghosh, Eco. (Hons), Third Year



FIRST CUT

THE FILMMAKING AND PHOTOGRAPHY SOCIETY

KAAGAZ .~

A DOCUMENTARY BY FIRSTCUT

ACHIEVEMENTS

During the 2022-2023 session, FirstCut worked
on 10+ productions like 'Kama', 'Eden’, 'Asar’,
'Paakhand', 'Lakad Baggha', 'Qala' and
documentaries like 'Kaagaz'. FirstCut also took
part in a total of 40 competitions during this
year, out of which it won 32, including the ones
conducted by the prestigious institutes like Bits
Pilani, IIT Delhi, II'T Bombay and SRCC.

FirstCut, the Filmmaking and Photography
Society of Ramanujan College is a
collaboration of film and photography
enthusiasts who have constantly put in
diligent efforts to earn the society the
repuation it holds at collegiate level; being
one of the first and finest filmmaking societies
in the Student Filmmaking and Photography
Community of the University of Delhi.

FirstCut functions by organising regular
photowalks, workshops, practice sessions and
general meetings to ensure that the members
are able to develop their skills to the highest
possible level with the resources available as
well as gain a deeper appreciation for these
art forms.

After a three-year long hiatus caused by the
Covid pandemic and its restrictions, FirstCut
organised its annual film and photography
festival, 'CINETURION' - wherein 25+
colleges from across the University of Delhi
circuit participated in competitions like
'Lensation', 'Cut Frame' and 'Narrative'. The
competitions were judged by esteemed artists
of the fields. The event saw tremedous

SucCcess.
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B FASHION SOCGIETY

PANACHE

Panache, The Fashion Society, has been an
integral part of Ramanujan College since
its inception in 2013, with the objective of
giving the students a platform to portray
their talent in the field of fashion. This
society is known for being the portal to the
world of glamour for its students and is the
perfect place for the students who wish to
put their fashion acumen to productive
use.



PRAMANA: THE QUIZ SOCIETY

Pramana, The Quiz Society is a student-led
organisation established in the academic year 2017-
18, with the primary aim of engaging, retaining, and
enhancing the interest of students in academic and
allied activities. The society conducts quiz
competitions that serve as a potent tool to stimulate
young minds and foster a range of beliefs and values
among participants. Comprised of young
intellectuals, Pramana members possess a wealth of
knowledge, coupled with a quick wit and sharp
intellect.

TARK: THE DEBATING AND CREATIVE
WRITING SOCIETY

TARK, the Debating and Creative Writing Society
aims to train the students for various debating
formats such as Conventional debates,
Parliamentary debates, Model United Nations, Youth
Parliaments, Turncoat debates and Extempores. The
society also organises various practice sessions for
poetry and creative writing, which help the students
to hone their skills for slam poetry performances and
different creative writing styles.
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NAAC VISIT

28th-29th April, 2022
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Principal, Prof. S.P Aggarwal and NAAC Coordinator, Dr. Nirmalya Samanta with the
NAAC Peer Visit Team - Prof. Niranjana Vanalli, Prof. Mukesh Dhunna
and Dr. Prakash Daulatrao Patil.

The second cycle of NAAC assessment visit took
place on 28th & 29th April, 2022. The college
was accredited grade 'A++" with a CGPA of
3.71, one of the highest CGPA achieved by a
college under the University of Delhi. The NAAC
Peer Team comprised the Chairperson, Prof.
Niranjana Vanalli, Member-Coordinator, Prof.
Mukesh Dhunna and Member, Dr. Prakash
Daulatrao Patil.

»

Welcome of the NAAC Peer Team

Felicitation of the NAAC Peer Team by the
IQAC Director, Prof. K. Latha.

Lamp Lighting Ceremony by the NAAC Peer Team.
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Student and Admin interaction NAAC grade accreditation certificate. Exploring the library with the
with the NAAC Peer Team. NAAC Peer Team.
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PERFORMANCES BY THE

All the cultural societies exhibited
their diverse talents with
captivating performances.
Shivranjani, the Music society,
impressed the audience with a
soul-stirring rendition of Ganesh
Stuti based on Raag Kedar. Jazba,
the Theatre Society, left everyone
in fits of laughter with their
satirical play. Panache, the
Fashion Society, conveyed a
powerful message about societal
fears through their creative
fashion show.
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During the NAAC visit, Ramanujan
College came alive with a variety of
performances. Shivranjani's
melodious music and Jazba's
engaging play "The Proposal" left
the audience spellbound. Panache's
thought-provoking fashion show
tackled societal fears with innovative
sequences. The event showcased the
college's vibrant cultural societies
and received praise from both the
audience as well as the NAAC peer
team.

AL SOCIETIES DURING
THE NAAC VISIT

Ramanujan College's NAAC visit
was acelebration of talent and
creativity. The event was a
testament to the college's
commitment to fostering a rich
cultural atmosphere and
received accolades for its
exceptional performances.



ALUMNI MEET

The much-awaited Alumni Meet at Ramanujan
College, University of Delhi, held on 31st July 2022,
was a heartwarming occasion that brought together
former students from the batch of 2018-2021. The
event served as a delightful reunion, allowing the
alumni to reconnect with old friends, relive cherished
memories, and reminisce about their college days. To
mark this special gathering, a captivating cultural
event was organised, showcasing the extraordinary
talents of Ramanujan College's vibrant societies. The
Alumni Meet left a lasting impression on all
attendees, bringing about a sense of nostalgia and
camaraderie among the college's esteemed alumni.
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31ST JULY, 2022

The Alumni Meet witnessed a dynamic
cultural session featuring multiple societies.
Shivranjani, the Music Society, gave a
melodious start to the event with a soulful
Saraswati Vandana performance. DNA, the
Western Dance Society, and The Bhangra
Regiment showcased energetic dance
performances. Panache, the Fashion Society,
conveyed an impactful social message
through their inventive fashion
presentation. The event was a delightful
celebration of talent and creativity.
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APARAJITA AGNIHOTRI
IPS (AIR 124)

The Editorial Team Members got the T
opportunity to interview IPS Officer- Ms
Aparajita Agnihotri, Alumnus of Ramanujan
College who secured an AIR 124 in the UPSC
Examination 2022. Through the interview, she
not only takes us through her life at Ramanujan
College, but also gives us some valuable
insights on her journey as an UPSC aspirant.

Editorial Team: Good afternoon, Ma'am! How are you?
Aparajita Ma'am: Hello everyone, | am good. Thank you so much for asking. How are you all?

Editorial Team: Good as well ma'am. Thank you. It's an honour to get this opportunity to interact with you. To
begin with, we would love to hear about your own experiences and takeaways from our college.

Aparajita Ma'am: Sure. Talking about my experiences, | would like to begin with my batch. Let me tell you
that my batch(2013-2016) was one of the most experimental batches in the University of Delhi. | remember
we started the Debating society and my best experiences are with the people that | came across in that
society. | met people from various cultural and social backgrounds. That actually grounds you in a way. There
was no divide and we all were very well connected in the campus. Apart from that one thing that | can recall
is ‘Andadhwani'. It was held at the University level and the college was invited, wherein for the first time we
conducted a survey for the society. We also had a few trips from the college to Rishikesh, Shimla and also a
trek to the Hatu peak. Those trips were truly the highlights of my college life.

Editorial Team: That's really nice ma‘am. Which course did you take up in college? Also, how did you like your
curriculum back then?
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Aparajita Ma'am: | pursued my graduation in Statistics honours. My batch was the FYUP (Four Year
Undergraduate Programme) batch. FYUP was discontinued after a year butin my first year itself, it made me
explore various other subjects apart from my statistics books for which | am really grateful. So, what
happens is when you study books other than your course books, your knowledge is more well-rounded. You
become more aware about acknowledging your privileges. So, it was a very holistic curriculum.

Editorial Team: Ma'am, what are your hobbies, do you like to read?

Aparajita Ma'am: Reading is something that | have not been able to be consistent with. There was already
so much to read during my preparation that | could not take out time to pick anything else to read other
than my course books. But | hope to get back to reading again. In general, my hobbies have been trekking
and going to national parks. Apart from that, | like listening to very diverse kinds of music. Right now, there is
a hype of BTS, that is not my forte, but | like to listen to music from all across the world like Israel and Iraq.

Editorial Team: That's really nice ma'am. Our next question to you is about the social lives of the students.
How important do you thinkitis to have a social circle?

Aparajita Ma'am: | have been an extrovert throughout my graduation. | remember that | even hosted the
annual fest -Josh twice. But you have to ensure that this nature doesn't become a hindrance in finding you a
good and genuine set of friends. Having some real friends is better than having too many acquaintances.
When the exam preparation started taking a toll on me, one thing that | made sure to do and did was to stay
connected with my friends. It is a very small set of people, those who motivated me the most. Being with
them kept me sane. So yes, a good social circle is really important who actually know and believe in you.
They keep all the negative thoughts and worries away.

Editorial Team: Yes ma’'am, we all should have such bunch of friends. Ma‘am, have you had any professor
who has been very influential?

Aparajita Ma'am: Yes, both Sachin Sir and Ashish Sir who used to teach me were always very supportive
and approachable. | have been in awe of Latha Ma'am. She carries herself so well. Another teacher who has
been a wonderful support was Ms Savita Jha. Savita Ma'am taught us history in first year. Whenever we went
to her with any crazy idea, she was always upto it. She even spent her own money to make sure the events
were well-conducted. | also remember Shruti ma‘am from the English department. While preparing for the
annual fest- Josh, she used to sit with us in the old classrooms of Deshbandhu and guide us on how
everything should be done right from the hosting to the management. Last but not the least, Principal Sir,
because he has always been very considerate about the needs and the demands of the students.

Editorial Team: Indeed. So, ma'am, how was your journey as an UPSC aspirant? Any tips for the future
aspirants.
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Aparajita Ma'am: My journey with this exam has
been a very long and tedious one, took me seven
years and six attempts. If | have to give you a few
takeaways from my journey, you need to have a
backup. Especially for the prelims it has become
so dicey, they can ask you anything under the sun,
fortunately or unfortunately it takes away the
prime of your life. Hope for the best and prepare
for the worst. So, backup is one very important
suggestion. Since my father is already in the
services,he knew how important it is to have a
backup so he insisted me to write DU's entrances.
| wrote three exams particularly, social work,
environment studies and political science as it
was my optional and as luck may have it, | cleared
all three and | went with Environment studies because | have always been very interested in it. So, for UPSC,
my takeaway is to have a backup, even if you are taking a break, join one of IGNOU's master courses. Your CV
should not be empty or shaky. This exam has also made me realise that there is no substitute for hardwork.
So hard work and smartwork is also very important.

Editorial Team: Ma'am, it took you six attempts, how can one stay motivated?

Aparajita Ma'am: | lost it several times. | had this solace that even if it's not UPSC, I'll still be content as a DU
professor. Apart from this, | had parents and friends who did not make me lose hope. Every time | could not
clearit, it was from a very small margin. That also gave me the motivation to do better the next time.

Editorial Team: Ma'am, how important it is to give back to the society?

Aparajita Ma'am: | think it is very important. | have learnt it from my parents. My mother used to teach
underprivileged children. | think | picked it from there. Apart from this, | picked it from school scouts and
guides of which | was a part. Later when | came to DU, | realised how important it is for one to understand
how privileged they are. When giving back you have to understand that you receive back in multifold. So, all
those kinds of pleasure are unmatched. It can be as simple as donating blood. In college, | participated in
NSS camps. It makes you an aware citizen. As the youth of the country, you must be aware.

Editorial Team: That's right. So, ma'am as we wind up this interview, what advice would you have for a normal
college student, just a regular student who is trying to make it?

Aparajita Ma'am: Just definitely have fun, because the time of bachelors will not return, so be active, build
you CV and challenge yourself. Wherever you come from, whatever your opinions are, challenge them and
try to become as liberal as possible. Be kind and selfless and have a lot of fun and be aware, this is the time
foryou to build your personality.

Editorial Team: Thank you so much ma’am for taking out time for us.

Aparajita Ma‘'am: My pleasure.
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COLLEGE HIGHLIGHTS

Ramanujan College, University of Delhi stands out as a beacon of social responsibility and community
engagement, fostering distinctive initiatives that have a profound impact on society. Through its socially
focused approach, the college has managed to carve out a unique
identity that sets it apart from its peers.

One of the key initiatives that makes Ramanujan College standout
is its robust community outreach programs. The college has
established strong ties with neighbouring ‘underprivileged
communities, addressing their needs and challenges through
various educational and skill-building initiatives. From providing
free tuition classes for local school children to organising health
camps and vocational training workshops, the college has become
a catalyst for positive change.

Another defining aspect of the socially focused approach of our
college is its commitment to sustainability and environmental
consciousness. The institution has embraced eco-friendly
practices by implementing recycling programs, promoting
renewable energy usage and creating green spaces on the
campus. By instilling environmental awareness among its
students, the college empowers the next generation to be

responsible stewards of the planet.

Moreover, Ramanujan College places significant emphasis on promoting inclusivity and diversity. It actively
supports marginalised students and fosters an environment where individuals from all walks of life can
thrive. The college has set up support systems such as counselling services and mentorship programs to
ensure that every student feels valued and supported throughout their academic journey. From organising
fundraisers for charitable causes to volunteering at local NGOs, the students of Ramanujan College actively
participate in creating positive change beyond the campus boundaries.

The socially focused initiatives of Ramanujan College have become a defining characteristic that sets it
apart in the educational landscape. Its commitment to community engagement, environmental
sustainability, inclusivity, and inspiring student-led endeavours have not only enhanced the college's
reputation but also contributed significantly to the betterment of society. By nurturing socially responsible
individuals, Ramanujan College continues to be a shining example of how the higher education institutions
can make a lasting impact on the world.

e iy
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Interview of the Principal, Ramanujan College

This interview is the result of an interaction of the Student Editorial Team
Members- Pankhuri & Byapti with Prof. S.P. Aggarwal, the Principal of
Ramanujan College.

Editorial team: Good morning, Sir. We feel privileged to have been given this
opportunity to be interacting with you today. Thank you for sparing your valuable
time.

Principal Sir: Thank you. It's always a pleasure to interact with the students.

Editorial team: Sir, Ramanujan college has been on a path of an unprecedented
growth ever since the time of its establishment. Under your leadership, with the
introduction of so many new courses and rapidly expanding infrastructure, the
evening college transformed into a full-fledged day college in no time. As the head
of such aesteemed institution, you must have come across a number of challenges. Can you please share with us
your journey in the field of education?

Principal Sir: My journey as an educator has been a fulfilling one, driven by a passion for empowering students
and fostering a positive learning environment. I started as a dedicated teacher, and over the years, I progressed
into various leadership roles. Throughout this journey, I have been fortunate to witness the transformative
power of education in shaping young minds and preparing them for the future. Each experience, from classroom
teaching to administrative responsibilities, came with a lot of challenges. Thus, deepening my commitment to
providing quality education to all.

Editorial team: Thank you for sharing this with us Sir. Talking about the Indian Education System, the National
Education Policy 2020 has redefined the existing curriculum. Do you think that it will help the students to cater
to the needs of the 21st century?

Principal Sir: The needs of the 21st century are perhaps very different from the time when we were growing up.
The world was more limited in terms of opportunities and resources and the knowledge explosion was definitely
not at the pace at which one can experience it these days. Now, the world requires you to be a global citizen. With
the reduction in the curricular content to enhance essential learning and critical thinking by giving greater focus
on experiential learning, I feel NEP 2020 is a big step in the right direction to promote relevance, equity, quality
and strong foundational learning.

Editorial team: Right Sir. As a leader, you surely have a vision for all of us. Can you please share it with us and
guide us how we students can help realise it?

Principal sir: My vision for each one of you is about maximising your potential. I wish to see my students
equipped with a mature mind and heart, capable of critical thinking, innovation and experimentation that enable
them to become leaders. My vision is to help the students build meaningful careers by strengthening their
employability skills and groom the teachers to be leading academicians and excellent researchers.

Editorial team: Thank you Sir. Lastly, is there any message that you would like to convey to the students?

Principal Sir: As the world moves ahead in uncertain times with volatility as the new normal, I would like to
encourage all my students to realise the power of adjustability, adaptability and being at peace with oneself. Be a
responsible human being, sensitive towards nature and keep working towards the dream that you have always

dreamt for yourself.

Editorial team: Thank you so much sir for such enlightening words and sparing your valuable time for this
interaction.

Principal sir: My pleasure. All the best to everyone!
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TEACHING LEARNING
CENTRE (TLC)

It has successfully conducted more
than hundred learner- centric
programmes since October 2017
and trained over one lakh teachers
across the country in various
Discipline- Specific and
Interdisciplinary programmes.
Within a year, between 1st July,
2022 to 30th June, 2023, the TLC
has organised over a-hundred-
and- thirty programmes while
successfully having trained over
thirty-five thousand teachers.
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The Teaching Learning Centre (TLC) is mandated by the
Ministry of Education (MoE) to organise Faculty
Development Programmes (FDPs), Faculty Orientation
and Induction Programmes (FIPs), Discipline- Specific
and Interdisciplinary Refresher Courses through
conferences and workshops in both offline and online
modes. These programmes are based on an in-depth
subject knowledge, quantitative and qualitative research
methodologies as well as an interdisciplinary approach,
as envisaged in the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020.The TLC has been set up with the aim of “Reaching
the Unreached" teachers in terms of regional diversity
and geographically remote areas of the country.




IQAC organised a refresher course, 'Re-
Energising Research: Interdisciplinary and
Transcultural Approaches to English Literature'
from 1st to 14th August, 2021.

The cell also introduced an add-on course in
English Studies, named 'Select Critical
Approaches to Literature' for a month, from 20th
October to 20th November, 2021.

INTERNAL QUALITY AS‘S

V.
URANCE CELL (IQAC)

The Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC) of the
college is functional in its role of improving and
assuring quality in all academic and related
activities of the college. In this context, the IQAC
monitors academic performances and
evaluation systems, augments the teaching-
learning process, conducts examination,
monitors feedback process, maintains academic
coordination, promotes research among
teachers and students and assures adequate
infrastructural facilities.

The IQAC of the college organised a national-
level conference on the theme of 'Quality
Assurance in Higher Education' on 26th
February, 2018 at the India International Centre,
Delhi.

The cell conducted a workshop on 'Digital
Humanities' on 8th September, 2021. IQAC
organised another workshop on
'Implementation of Official Language', under the
Rajbhasha Prakoshth, the official language cell of
Delhi University.
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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE &
ROBOTICS CENTRE

Interview of Convenor Dr. Nikhil Kumar Rajput

Dr. Nikhil Rajput is an Assistant Professor of Computer Science,
Ramanujan College. The Editorial team members- Pankhuri & Daniya,
sat in a conversation with him to know more about the Research
Development and Services Cell of our college.

Editorial team: Good afternoon, Sir. How are you doing today?
Nikhil Sir: I'm good. How about you all?

Editorial team: We are good as well sir. Thank you. Sir, you are the
Coordinator of the National Resource Centre of the college as well as
the Centre for Artificial Intelligence and Robotics, both of which are
very integral not just to the college, but also to the larger society. We are very curious to know
more about these cells. But to begin with, could you tell us a little about the Research
Development and Services Cell of the college?

Nikhil Sir: Sure, The Research Development and Services Cell was formed in 2017 with an aim to
promote research culture and developmental activities in the college. The main objective of this
cell is to undertake technical research projects that can develop softwares and services for the
betterment of the society.

Editorial team: Sir, The cell seems to have been working on multiple projects, Sir. Could you
please elaborate a little on the projects undertaken by the cell so far?

Nikhil Sir: That's right. The cell has been actively working in various projects. The first project
taken up by the cell was ‘Automation of Ballot Counting for SBI Officers Election’. The cell has
also developed an app for the college, named ‘Ramanujan College App’ which provides all the
information related to the college. The app is also available on Google play store. During the
pandemic, we also created an online teaching portal for the Teaching Learning Centre of our
college. The Cell has also successfully completed a project in collaboration with “Reliable Data
Pvt. Ltd.”.

Editorial team: That's amazing. Sir, what are the projects that the cell is currently working on?

Nikhil Sir: The students of our lab are currently working on building a private 5G network in the
campus. Blockchain Certification and building a Virtual Dissection System for the biology
students are some of the other ongoing projects as well.

Editorial team: That's great, Sir! Coming to the Robotics and Artificial Lab. Sir, this sounds like a
very interesting and increasingly important centre, could you please brief us on the aim and
functioning of the lab?

Nikhil Sir: Sure. The Robotics and Artificial Lab aims to work on the emerging areas in the field of
robotics,embedded systems and machine intelligence. The students under the centre are
currently working on the star innovation project “Robotics in Healthcare” in which we are trying to
reduce the costs of existing machines and increasing their efficiency.
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Interoperability Setup

The centre also had a
meeting with Apollo Hospital
to have a collaboration in this
project. We are also working
on the project “Automatic
Irrigation Control Based on
Soil Moisture” in
collaboration with Centre for
Social Innovation in which
we are building a machine to
automate the irrigation
process in fields based on
the volumetric water content
inrealtime.

Editorial team: That's

wonderful sir. As the world is seeing technological advancements by the days, Robotics and
Artificial Intelligence seems to be playing an important role in these advancements. What
significance, according to you, does Robotics and Al hold for the future, Sir?

Nikhil Sir: Nowadays, robots not only make human lives easier by taking care of some tedious

and redundant tasks, but also have
a great role to play in industries like
Agriculture, Pharmacy and Disaster
Management. Artificial intelligence
also works hand in hand to
automate tasks that are currently
done by humans, freeing us up to
focus on more creative and
strategic work. | believe both
Robotics and Al are here to stay
and will help us become more
efficientand productive.

Editorial team: So true, Sir. Lastly,
is there any message from you for
the students who would like to
volunteer and be a part of this cell?

Nikhil Sir: Yes. The Research
Development and Services Cell is
open to students from all the
courses who are dedicated,
hardworking and have a zeal to
learn. We also conduct various
workshops for the students of both

Private Sovereign Cloud

the technical as well as non-technical backgrounds to learn more about this field. | would like to

encourage all the students to take part in such workshops.

Editorial team: Thank you so much sir for sparing your valuable time for this session.

Nikhil Sir: My pleasure.
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Mr. Prakhar Wadhwa,
Convenor,
Placement and Career
Development Cell

PLACEMENT AND CAREER
DEVELOPMENT CELL

The Placement Cell is an integral part of
Ramanujan College. It functions to ensure the
best placements for the students.

The Placement Cell provides assistance to
students as well as enhances their ability to think
outside the box by conducting webinars,
seminars, workshops, Personality Development
Programmes, and inviting Guest Lecturers. The
students, hence, get ample opportunities to
closely interact with professionals from different
industries.

'AARAMBH', The Annual Job and Internship Fair
organized by the Placement Cell, took place on
6th April, 2023. This event aimed to provide a
platform for students to interact with various
industries and reputed organisations for potential
joband internship opportunities.

The Placement Cell works hard to invite a diverse
range of companies and organisations to
participate in the campus recruitment drives.
These companies come from different sectors,
offering a wide array of job roles and internship
programmess to cater to the varying interests of
the students.

88 | Aloka Tirtha 2023



Institution's Innovation
Council (I1C)

The Institution's Innovation Council (IIC) is a
centre sponsored by the Ministry of Education
(MoE) which focuses on fostering the growth of
entrepreneurship culture and start-ups in our
Institution.

The main motive behind the establishment of
this skill-centre is to encourage, inspire and
nurture young students by motivating them to
work with new ideas and supporting them in
transforming those ideas into businesses.

The centre conducts various innovation and entrepreneurship-
related activities prescribed by the Central MIC in time-bound
fashion. It identifies and rewards innovations and shares success
stories.

IIC also organises periodic workshops, seminars as well as
interactions with various entrepreneurs, investors, and
professionals to create a mentor pool for student innovators.

The centre promotes networks with peers and national
entrepreneurship development organisations. IIC has also created
an Institution’s Innovation portal to highlight innovative projects
carried out by the institution’s faculty and students.
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NATIONAL
OUTREACH
PROGRAMME

The National Outreach Programme of Ramanujan
College was constituted with an aim to reach out to
thelargersociety and bring about a positive change
in the lives of the people. Along with raising
awareness, one of the major objectives of the
outreach activities is to impart education among
the underprivileged children. These activities are
aimed and directed towards bridging the gap in
services provided by the official and government
sources and other non-profit organisations.

INITIATIVES TAKEN UNDER OUTREACH
PROGRAMME

E-PADHAI

The Outreach Programme has come up with an
initiative to bridge the gap for students who could
not afford online mode of education called E-
Padhai.

Under the programme, the college has initiated a
project of building an electronic learning resource
for the children which would include fun and
interactive video-lessons and study material for all
theclassesas perthelatest curriculum.

SELF-CARE SUNDAY

The main objective of this initiative is to generate
awareness among students about mental health
andto promote self-care and self- love.

COVID-19 DONATION DRIVE

The aim of this drive was to raise donation for the
people in need during the pandemic. Within a
period of 7 days, the college managed toraiseasum
of Rs.12,000.The raised amount was donated to the
slums of Faridabad and Okhla, to help people afford
food supplies,medicines and other basicamenities.



COOLIE CAMP ADOPTION PROJECT

The rural poor migrate to the city in search
of a better livelihood, however, due to the
costly demands of city life, these
underprivileged end up forming groups
and building makeshift houses in the
suburbs which turn into slums due to the
unmanaged and overlooked conditions of
the area. The Vasant Vihar Coolie Camp is
onesuch unmaintained area.

On 23rd October, 2016, this coolie camp was
formally adopted by the College Principal,
Prof. S.P. Aggarwal. A memorandum of
understanding was signed by the collegein
collaboration with NGO Rupantaran.

In compliance with the agreement, the
students of the college, particularly the
Outreach members, provide teaching
services to the children and women
residents of the camp, while the NGO works
on providing infrastructural facilities.

HEALTH AND HYGIENE WITH
UNDERPRIVILEGED WOMEN

The talk was organised with the women of
the Sudhar Coolie Camp, based near the
College.

The women were informed about the
diseases and problems which females face,
however a major section of the society
remains unaware about them. The
Outreach members emphasised that the
situation could be changed only by
providing women a friendly environment,
one in which they would feel comfortable
enoughtoaskand presenttheirissues.
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BLINDFOLDED INTERACTION

The National Outreach Society of Ramanujan College conducted the Blindfolded Interaction
in Volleyball Court on 11th November, 2023. The event was organised to welcome freshers of
the 2022-2023 session and it aimed at promoting anonymous interactions between freshers
and their seniors, in an effort to enable the newly-entered batch to kickstart their college
experience with fun and familiarity. The society arranged multiple benches throughout the
Volleyball Court and student volunteers from all courses were blindfolded and randomly
paired. The session had resulted in a positive rapport between juniorsand seniors.

PROJECT TAVASYAM

The Outreach Society took on another
progressive initiative with Project
Tavasyam. This initiative focused on a
highly persistent, yet ignored issue in
society-thatofaman's mental health.

In a society wherein men are taught to
conceal their emotions, Project Tavasyam
aimedtodothecomplete opposite.

As a part of the project, bullet boards were
placed in multiple places throughout the
campus along with positive notes for men.
Allthe men ofthe college were encouraged
to go to the boards and express their
feelings onsticky notes, dauntlessly.

The project saw participation from a huge
number of men on campus, who found
solacethrough thisinitiative ofthe society.
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SCHOOL OF HAPPINESS

The School of Happiness is a dynamic
society of the College, dedicated to
spreading joy and fostering a positive
atmosphere among students and staff.
Through its various programs, the School of
Happiness encourages students to
prioritise their mental health and develop
healthy habits that contribute to their
overallwell-being.

The society offers meditation sessions, yoga
classes, and stress-management
workshops, providing students with
valuable tools to cope with the demands of
college life. Additionally, the society
organises interactive sessions where
individuals can share their experiences and
learn from one another, fostering a sense of
belonging and support within the college
community.

One of the unique aspects of the society is

its emphasis on spreading happiness
beyond the campus. The society actively
engages in community-based outreach
initiatives, while collaborating with various
local organisations.

On 12th September, 2022, The School of
Happiness organised a session on
'Personality Development' through Sahaja
Yoga, 'Meditation for All' in the Ghalib
Auditorium ofthe College.

The society also conducted a poetry
competition followed by an interactive
session underthe'Live Life Fully' moniker.

The School of Happiness, in collaboration
with the Department of English and Equal
Opportunity Cell, also organised 'Lovehap!,
an outreach program aimed at promoting
happiness among the differently abled
children of the Chetna Welfare Society.
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Cultural Committee Convenor, Principal, Prof. Dr.S.P.Aggarwal with the
Prof. Madhu Kaushik Chief Guest Prof. Ramesh Chandra Gaur ,
* Director, NSD

-
Lighting of the lamp on Day 1 by Principal (L-R) Ms. Suchi Patti, Convenor, Student Union,

Prof. S.P.Agarwal. with Principal

=

JOSHXSEQUOIA (2022-2023), the annual fest of Ramanujan College conducted from 23rd
March to 25th March was organised by the Cultural Committee in collaboration with Enactus
under the supervision of Prof. K. Latha (Convenor, Enactus), and Prof. Madhu Kaushik
(Convenor, Cultural Committee). The chief guests for the shows were Shri Professor (Dr.)
Ramesh Chandra Gaur, Director of National Scho_ol of Drama, Miss Sakshi Yadayv, a renowned
Classical music artist with her colleagues and our guest artists, Lalit Sisodiya and Balram
Sisodiya,and a special performance by renowned Bollywood singer, Abhijeet Srivastav.

Following were the student members of the committee: Himani Pant (President), Khushi
Dhiman (Vice-President), Dolly Marwaha & Sudhish Singh (General Secretaries), Ishmeet
Singh (Joint Secre:cary)', Saksham (Treasurer), Anshika Patial (Management Head), Farheen
Khan (Sponsorship He ):Advika (Promotion Head), Anshpreet Singh, Anshita Manglia and
DivishaSingh‘Exe'c-'ﬁljcr.i Members).
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Cultural Committee President and Management Ms. Himani Pant
Head with the convenor, Dr.Kaushik. President of the
Cultural Committee

Abhijeet Srivastava performing on day 3

Cultural Committee and Enactus Society, Ramanujan ElTiﬁﬂfl?@lﬁ E:"_{‘ﬁ.ﬁ_la.
College is organising its fest JOSH x ‘iEOl {_]L-’t tmlm
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Newspaper publications of the fest

Sensational Performance by Abhijeet Srivastava on the
of the cultural festival JOSH x SEQUOTA of Ramanujs
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INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY

The Department of Physical Education, Ramanujan College, under the guidance of Dr. Shikha
Singh, Director, celebrated International Yoga Day through a yoga session conducted on the
college grounds. Students, faculty members, and administrative staff participated in the same.

International Yoga Day being celebrated by Department of Physical Education

The Cultural Committee and the School of Happiness in collaboration with SKYRIA (activewear
for women) celebrated the day with a session on Sahaj Yoga by Dr. Mithila. It was followed by a
dance performance on Ganesh Vandana.

Another session on Yoga was taken by Ms. Nazneen Fardoz, who is a professional yoga instructor.
During her session, she discussed and demonstrated the importance of different yoga asanas.
Later, DNA-the dance society and PANACHE-the fashion society gave their performances in
SKYRIA'S active wear. To make the event more engaging for students, yoga/dance competition was
organised alongside some fitness challenges.

ENACTUS

Enactus Ramanujan is a team of 30 devoted students striving to build communities and design
sustainable business plans for third-party beneficiaries. Established in 2017, Enactus Ramanujan
has been diligently engaged in numerous projects like Project Parvaah, Project Anindita, and
Project Shilp. Alongside these initiatives, the organisation has successfully organised various
events and workshops, including a seminar with the CAT'21 achievers, in collaboration with Career
Launcher, a donation drive for SK Children's Foundation as well as a webinar on 'Effectively
Communicating Needs as a Student.’

Enactus Ramanujan has hosted multiple mental health awareness workshops, and the Intra
Enactus Competition ‘23, among others. One of their standout events was 'Josh X Sequoia’ held
on23-25March 2023.

Driven by a commitment to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the organisation
collaborates with various institutions to uplift underprivileged sections of society.
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TATVA: The Eco Club of Ramanujan College is
determined to serve nature since its inception, which is
the core motive of its formation as well. We at TATVA are
always obliged to planet earth and whoever takes
pledge to serve it, by taking any ecoconscious step. We
try to make positive on-ground changes, and to that
end, we run various initiatives which promote
environmental goodwill. To accomplish our goals, we
acknowledge and comply with the United Nations’
sustainable development goals.

TATVA works on the principle motto of "Serve the
Environment, Nurture the Nature". The idea behind this
thought is that we have one planet, and we share equal
responsibility for the future of this planet.

WWEF India organised an amazing platform for students
and learners all around to visit the fabulous ‘Wings of
Wonder’ exhibition, showcasing the amazing world of
raptors and what they inculcate in our ecosystem, and
how we can help to preserve these now vulnerable
beings.

In our clean-up drive, 12 People from TATVA
participated, 2 people from outside were mobilised by
TATVA and there were volunteers from the collaborating
organisation ‘Therels No Earth B'.

Dr. Tenzin Thakur with students
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WOMEN
DEVELOPMENT
CELL (WDC)

Dr. Hem Lata
Convenor, WDC

Women empowerment and gender equality are among the most important requirements for the
upliftment and progress of a nation. In the effort to make Ramanujan College a strong kernel of
gender sensitisation, the Women Development Cell (WDC) was constituted in the November of
2016, under the able convenorship of Prof. Madhu Batta.The cell has both the faculty and students
of the college as its members and works with the aim to create a gender-sensitised community
within the campus as well as in the society. It has been involved in various academic, technical,
medical, cultural as well as social events based on the upliftment of women. WDC also focuses on
spreading the importance of gender equality in the society, through college students.

Following are some among the multiple events organised by The Women Development Cell-
« Thecellalso organised a movie-screening event of the film 'Suffragette' on 30th August

+ It organised a seminar with Fife Organisation under their campaign 'AntiSwear Brigade', with
the objective of educating the youth about the effects of using swear words, abusive language
and their association with misogyny.

« It organised a campaign on breast cancer
to support Breast Cancer Awareness
Month on 31st October, 2022.

 The cell held its annual fest 'Shakti'. under
which numerous inter-college
competitions were devised.

« WNDC also participated in the organisation
of 'Onella 2.0 - Diwali Mela' which took _
place in the college campus on 19th
October, 2022
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EQUAL OPPORTUNITY CELL

Dr. Sudhanshu Mohan Kestwal, Convenor with Faculty and Students

The college's Equal Opportunity Cell is an
extension of the Equal Opportunity Cell of
the University of Delhi. It has been set up to
cater to the requirements of the differently-
abled students.

The college has constructed ramps, railings,
accessible washrooms, braille-enabled sign
boards and braille books for the students
and faculty with physical disabilities. The
cell works on the guidelines described in
Scheme of Equal Opportunity Centre for
College XlI Plan (2012-2017) and takes
special care of SC/ST/OBC and PWD
students.

The EOC organised 'The Magic of Sharing- A
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Food Donation Drive' on 23rd July, 2022. For
the donation drive, homemade aloo puri
was prepared and hygienically packed. Old
clothes and face masks were donated as
well.

The Equal Opportunity Cell conducted a
special talk with Dr. Mansoor Alam. He is
considered as one of the first combination
therapists who has bridged the gap
between medical and rehabilitation
professionals.

The EOC also conducted a poetry
competition. The event was open for each
student of the college as well the members
ofthesociety.
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Dr. Kamlesh Kumar Raghuvanshi,

ANTHA PRERNA CELL

<>

Antha Prerﬁa Cell

Antha Prerna Cell
Department of Computer Science
Ramanujan Collage
University of Delhi, Delhi

Dr. Arun Agarwal,
Director, Antha Prerna Cell

The Antha Prerna Cell-Engineering Ideas to Reality, was inaugurated on 18th
January 2019, under the aegis of the Department of Computer Science,
Ramanujan College. The Cell aims to bridge the gap between industry and
academia by incorporating a sound theoretical basis with practical, hands-on
experience.

Antha Prerna Cell, in collaboration with Department of Vocational Studies and
Swadeshi Startup, hosted an event titled 'Role of Institutions in India's Path to a
Five Trillion Economy: Entrepreneurship Skill Development Among Students' at
GChalib Auditorium. The event featured keynote speaker, Mr. Sujit Banerjee who
emphasised the importance of education in nurturing an entrepreneurial
mindset and practical skill development. The success stories of students
showcased innovative ventures, fueling enthusiasm among attendees. With
interactive workshops and expert lectures, the event motivated and empowered
students to contribute actively to India's economic growth as innovative
entrepreneurs.

Antha Prerna Cell (APC) also conducted a transformative three-month 'Online
Research Internship on Data Science using Python. The programme
incorporated theoretical knowledge with hands-on experience in data analysis,
visualisation,and machine learning with Python. Under the guidance of mentors,

. students showcased their dedication by completing practical assignments and

real-life projects, setting a strong foundation for their future endeavors in the
dynamic field of Data Science and Python programming. Led by a group of
dedicated students, the internship focused on essential skills and practical
experience.
.

The flexible online format allowed participan'&sf:co learn at their own pace while
engaging in interactive sessions Wjth instructors and peers. The event's success
was evident through students' ded b_:don, as they completed real-life projects,
gaining valuable skills and passion for data-driven technologies.
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Ms. Neha Yadav, on a campus tour with students,
explaining Green Initiatives.

4 JFI"-HJ\-;E:I; e

Dr. Moirangthem Jiban Singh explaining about
Bio-Compost.

Save Soil Campaign in collaboration with Isha Foundation

Dr. Akanksha Mishra and Mr. Gaurav explaining
about Vatika.

ENVIRONMENTAL INITIATIVES

Ramanujan College has made remarkable strides in
championing environmental conservation and
sustainability in recent years. One of the standout
initiatives is the Green Food Waste Recycling Machine,
affectionately known as EcoMan. This cutting-edge
machine efficiently converts green waste and food waste
into nutrient-rich manure, which is then utilised to nurture
the college's parks and green areas.

To address the issue of solid waste, Ramanujan College
has installed a 200 KLD Solid Waste Management Plant
(STP). This state-of-the-art facility effectively transforms
toilet waste into reusable water, which can be used for
various purposes, thus promoting responsible water
management within the college premises.

The college's focus on water conservation does not stop
there. A water tank with a capacity of three lakh liters has
been set up to convert hard water into soft, drinkable
water. This automatic plant ensures a steady supply of
clean water throughout the campus.

Another ingenious initiative is the rainwater harvesting
system. A massive tank with a capacity of 5 lakh liters
collects rainwater from the college building and
pathways. This collected water is stored and recycled,
providing a valuable resource for use during dry spells
and reducing the college's dependence on external water
sources.

The college has also made significant strides in renewable
energy. With the installation of solar panels on rooftops,
the college generates an impressive 140 kW of electricity.

In the realm of waste management, the college has been
proactive in its approach. An efficient waste recycling
system, including paper recycling and e-waste
management has been implemented. This responsible
disposal of waste is carried out in collaboration with
certified recycling companies, ensuring that no waste is
improperly discarded.

Ramanujan College in collaboration with Isha Foundation
embakred on a month-long project, from June to July of
2022, of painting the exterior of its boundary walls (150
metres approx.) as part of the ‘Save Soil' global campaign
launched by Sadhguru. Around 60 volunteers from the
Isha Foundation and from the college participated in the
project. The event was conducted under the supervision
of Dr. Nirmalya Samanta; Department of English, Dr.
Tenzin Thakur; Department of Environmental Studies, Mr.
Nitish and Ms. Adwiti from Isha Foundation.
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SPORTS

The Department of Physical Education and
Sports emphasises on constantly striving for
excellence and fosters an environment for
holistic development of the students. The
college also has a well-equipped gymnasium
available for the use of staff and students alike.
Specialised coaching is available for various
sports like athletics, boxing, weight-lifting,
cricket, and the like.

Students are encouraged to participate in Inter-
college, Inter-university, State, National,and
International tournaments. Regular self- defense
(Tae-Kwon-do) and yoga classes boost
confidence and well-being. Inter-departmental
and friendly matches, along with the Annual
Athletic Meet, create a lively sporting
atmosphere.

The Department utilises technology, such as
recording and cameras, to assess and enhance
students’ playing skills, nurturing their potential.
Sports at Ramanujan College are a vital
component of holistic student growth.
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(L-R) Dr. Shikha Singh, Director, Department of Physical
Education and Sports with award-winning international
weightlifter, Kunjarani Devi on Annual Sports Day, 2023




ANNUAL SPORTS DAY

Ramanujan College, Delhi University, joyously revived its cherished tradition of the Annual Sports Day on
February 16, 2023, following a two-year hiatus necessitated by the far-reaching impact of the Covid
pandemic.

The day began with a felicitation ceremony, honoring Colonel N.S Yadav, Lieutenant Colonel S.K Dhaiya, and
Principal, Professor S.P. Aggarwal. NCC students showcased their skills and dedication under the guidance
of CTO, SW Dr. Shikha Singh and CTO, SD Mr. Chandan Kumar Sharma.

The Department of Applied Psychology emerged as winners in the march past competition, followed by the
release of tri-colored balloons and a torch lighting ceremony. Inspiring speeches by the Principal and
Guests of Honour highlighted the power of sports.

Captivating demonstrations of various sports, inter-college competitions, and fun activities entertained the
audience. The grand closing ceremony, featuring Chief Guest Ms. Kunjarani Devi, celebrated the sporting
achievements of our students. With over seven hundred participants, the event left a lasting impact,
inspiring sportsmanship and holistic development.

Glimpses of the Event

R Y S
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LIBRARY

"The library is the core of every
educational institution, akin to a well-
functioning heart that keeps the body
healthy and vibrant", as stated by Dr. S. R.
Ranganathan. The Ramanujan College
Library is a vital academic resource for
students as well as the faculty. With RFID
technology and KOHA open-source
software, it offers a plethora of resources,
including books, journals, magazines,
newspapers, and access to various online
material. Fully air-conditioned, IT-
enabled, and under CCTV surveillance,
the library has separate reading rooms for
faculty and students.

p

Ly

Workshop

on KOHA

for library
staff
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The library organised a book fair on 18th
October and 19th October, 2022 as well
asa workshop for its staff to learn the
KOHA software from 8th February to 10th
February, 2023. The invited speaker was
Mr. Mukesh Kumar, Library and
Information Officer, Election Commission
of India, Government of India.



MEDIA LAB

The Media Lab at Ramanujan College, University of Delhi, is a cutting-edge facility that empowers students
to explore and engage with media technologies. It provides a creative and innovative environment for
students to experiment, learn, and develop media- related skills. With state-of-the-art equipment and
expert guidance, the Media Lab facilitates hands-on learning and fosters creativity in various media
disciplines.

NEEV

The Civil Services Society

NEEV, the Civil Services Society of Ramanujan College, has a noble mission to
support aspiring candidates preparing for the Civil Service Examination (CSE).
They provide a conducive environment where young CSE aspirants can receive
guidance, study materials, workshops, lectures, and interactive sessions to chase
their dream of serving the nation.

o
E; T
:

Dr. Aparajita Mazumdar,
Convenor, Neev

On 15th January, 2023, NEEV organised a webinar on Indian Army Day, honouring thesacrifices of our
soldiers. Brig. MPS Bajwa, an acclaimed hero, served as the guest speaker,and the event paid heartfelt
tribute to the brave soldiers. On 5th April, 2023, NEEVconducted a workshop on 'Answer Writing and
Notes Making for UPSC CSE.' Mr. SiddharthKumar from Prepp IAS shared valuable insights on practical
writing, note-making, and exampreparation techniques. Another workshop on '"Preparation Strategies
for UPSC CSE' washeld on 15th February, 2023, with guest speakers Mr. Lakshay Anand (IFS Officer) and
Mr.Shashank Sharma (NEXT IAS Academy faculty). They discussed the exam pattern, syllabus,and shared
their personal experiences, motivating and guiding the students.

Through their efforts, NEEV aims to shape the future leaders of the nation and contribute tothe civil service
arena.
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NATIONAL SERVICE SCHEME (NSS)

Dr. Alok Ranjan Pandey,
Convenor,
National Service Scheme

The National Service Scheme (NSS) unit of Ramanujan College provides a platform to the students for
community work and developing a sense of involvement in the tasks of nation building. It also focuses on
providing opportunities to the underprivileged in the field of health and education.

The NSS Unit of Ramanujan College, under Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav organised a 'Fit India Freedom Cycle
Rally' on 3rd June, 2022 to promote bicycle riding among the students in order to have a healthier life and
greener earth. Owing to the importance that social interaction holds in human life, the cell organised a
session under the talk series 'Sanlaap : A Discourse' on 11th June 2022. The Guest Speaker for the event
was Akshat Aayush who secured an All India Rank 106 in the Civil Services Examination 2021.

The cell organised a three day online Yoga workshop from 19th June, 2022 to 21st June, 2022 to bring the
practice of yoga and exercise into the daily routine of the students. An online webinar was conducted on 6th
July, 2022 in collaboration with the Federation of Indian Animal Protection to spread awareness about
animal husbandry and animal cruelty.

The NSS Unit of Ramanujan College took an active part in the Symposium of the Role of Media in Fostering
Constructive Public Discourse organised by the Office of Public Affairs of the Bahd’i of India in
collaboration with Ramanujan College, University Of Delhi. The event took place on 26th July 2022 in the
Education Centre, Bah&’i House of Worship, Lotus Temple. The guest speakers of the event were Prof.
Sanjay Dwivedi, Director General, Indian Institute of Mass Communication (IIMC), New Delhi and
Prof. Pramod Kumar, Dean Students Welfare and Course Director,Urdu Journalism, IIMC.

NSS organised a Cleanliness Drive at Humayun's Tomb on 14th August, 2022. A total of 34 volunteers
worked for around 3 hours in order to make this drive successful. A slum visit to Bengali Basti was
undertaken on 11th September, 2022 so that the students could interact with the local people and try to
understand their problems related to education, healthcare and hygiene.

The NSS Unit of Ramanujan College organised a "'"Plog Run and Cleanliness Drive'' on 13th October, 2022
under Fit India Freedom Run 3.0 and Clean India 2.0 with the theme of Azadi ke 75 Saal, ''Fitness Rahe
Bemisaal''. The volunteers gathered in the campus of the college, equipped with brooms, sanitisers, gloves
and garbage bags toclean a total area of 4 km around the college campus.

The cell also organised a Fund-raising Flag Day Donation Drive from 10th December, 2022 to 12

December, 2022 on the account of Armed Forces. The collected amount was sent to the Armed Forces under
Flag day Donation Drive.
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YUVA CHAPTER

Yuva Chapter is the student wing of Young
Indians, an integral part of the Confederation of
Indian Industry (Cll). Ramanujan Yuva Chapter,
established in 2018 provides its members an
opportunity to interact and network with
successful entrepreneurs and professionals from
diverse backgrounds.

Dr. Kanwal Jeet Singh Ms. Isha Gangwani

Convenor, Coordinator,
YUVA Chapter YUVA Chapter

The YUVA Chapter of Ramanujan College played an active role in
organising Model G20 on 15th April, 2023 along with four other
YUVA Chapters of Delhi and international students from G20
nations from World Organisation of Students and Youth. Model
G20 2023 was a one-of-its-kind initiative which was designed to
replicate the workings of the G20, an international forum
consisting of 20 of the world's largest economies. The conference
was centred around the theme "Lifestyle for Environment"
provided an opportunity for delegates to discuss innovative
solutions and policies that promote sustainable lifestyles and
protect the environment.
Prof. S.P. Aggarwal at Model G20

On 13th April, 2023, Ramanujan Yuva Chapter organised
aseminar in collaboration with BNPS International, which
helps students in pursuing a career abroad. The focus
was on the admission process, exchange programs,
scholarships, and career options.

fl




NATIONAL CADET CORPS (NCC)

The National Cadet Corps (NCC) of India, established in 1948, is
a voluntary youth organisation that shapes the nation's future
leaders. Under the Ministry of Defence, the NCC instills
leadership, discipline, and patriotism in young individuals.
With the motto "Unity and Discipline,” it has greatly
contributed to the personal and professional growth of
students across the country.

The NCC consists of three branches — Army, Navy, and Air Force,
providing cadets with basic military training. However, it goes
beyond that, encouraging them to participate in social
activities such as tree plantation, blood donation drives, and
disaster relief operations. This multifaceted approach prepares
young Indians for potential careers in the armed forces while
instilling character, comradeship, discipline, a secular outlook,
a spirit of adventure, and ideals of selfless service.

Ramanujan's NCC, introduced in October 2022, serves as an
excellent platform for students. With the guidance of Principal
Prof. S.P. Aggarwal and the care of Dr. Shikha Singh and Mr.
Chandan Kumar Sharma, Ramanujan's NCC (Army Wing)
enrolled fifty-four cadets in its first batch. The selection process
involved rigorous physical fitness tests, mental fortitude
assessments, and evaluations of leadership skills.

The NCC organises various events to inspire and enlighten its
cadets. Interactive sessions with distinguished individuals like
Colonel Neeraj Sood Shaurya Chakra and JUO Minerva Jaishy
provide valuable insights, boosting the cadets' confidence and
aspirations. Collaboration with the Sports Department for
orientation and sports days showcases the cadets' endurance
and dedication.

Participating in events at other institutions strengthens the
cadets' competitive spirit and resilience. The NCC's first rank
ceremony and farewell for senior cadets provide an
opportunity to celebrate their contributions.

Looking ahead, Ramanujan's NCC will continue empowering
college students, guiding them to make courageous decisions.
The upcoming Combined Annual Training Camp and Annual
Training Camp will further develop the cadets' wholesome
qualities.

In conclusion, Ramanujan's NCC inspires students to consider
careers in the Indian Armed Forces while imparting valuable
life skills. It illuminates the minds of students and cadets,
revealing unseen aspects of the country and fostering a sense
of pride and responsibility in future generations of India.
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PROF. MADHU BHATTA'S
ARTWORK
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Ramanujan College frequently makes headlines in newspapers, gaining recognition for its remarkable
achievements, innovative initiatives, and impactful contributions to society.

Painting Exhibition at Ramanujan Colleg

New Delbl. The Internal Quality
Assurance Cell along with the Department
of Enmglish Romsnuan Caollege
University of Delld put up an umigue
exlubition of paintings Dr. Madho Batias m
the college Foyer The exhibifion
show casand the artistic @bent of D Madhu
Baita who 1s an Associate Prolessor mn the
Department of English in the college bt
is also a poet and sn smateur amist Dr
Bhatta has no fermal trawing i an bt hee
pamnting were vibraml with colowr and
passion. The chicl pucst on the ovcasion
Mr. Sankha Samasts 5 fine aris and &
remos il stamp dosigiet approciated the
pannmgs o the menner i which the s

had expressed hersell in a most intimate
amd inlensc W i Devond of anwy
pretensions, the 25 pamnting on display
were an authsnii and heartfelt expression
of the unallioyed joy that the ams (et in
the besuty of nanste. The painlings werne
supportcd by some self composed poems
of ihe ariisd that sdied depih o the \LIJP.J'\-
Bemng 2 Sahajs Yoga practtonct, D, Barta
fel that enly because of the workings of
spirinaal and the Divine, she could paint
that wo withow any prior learming or
trasning. Having spenl a conssderahle time
in the beaches of Bahamss and hills of
Namital, she bebieves thal @ 5 essence of
the beauty, tranguility and seremity in
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An Emphatic Journey of Transformation:
From Traditional to Tech Based Learnm _

New Delhi, Sunday 25 June 2023 11

Ramanujan College in collaboration with
SKYRIA celebrated International Yoga Day

Mew Diclhi, Focus News; Bamanajun
College in  collaborwtion  with
SKYRIA ( schvewear lor women)
celebrated Imtornatsonal voga day.
Event was organised by Cultural

Committes of College and Schood of

Happaness. Uelebratson commenced
with lightning of lamp b ihe
Professors ond the Gucsts. After
which Prof. Madbu Kaushik aed Prof,
Modbhu  Hatta  welcomed  and
addreszed the audicnce

First part of the eveml imcluded
session on Sahay Yopa by Dr. Miihils
She was hirst febcitaled by Prof. K
Latha followed by her session.
Srudents and faculty participased in
thes and learmed the meanimg of it and

8 donce performance on Canesh
Vandann. Afier which, amother
sosdson on Yoga wos laken by Ms.
Mazneen Fordor, whe 13 a
professional voga instrucior. She was
fedicitated by Prof Madhy Kaushik
Dhirng her sessinomn, she disoussed and
demonstrated the tmporiosnce  of
different yoga asanas. Many studenis
came forward to be 3 part af it

Later, DNA-the dance socicty and
PANACHE-the fashion socicty gave
their performances in SKYRIA'S
noirvewenr which was o delighiful and
entertaming. To make the event more
ecngagmg  for students, yoga'dance
coampetition was orpanised slongside
soame  fiimess ;'!:.nll.mp.-\ were  also

remmrmal wnd Hha comrmebdeen meas
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Inaugural Session - Two weeks Interdisciplinary
Mational Refresher Course on “New Paradigms in
Commerce and Management™15th September , 2021

A

Mem Delll, Focun Newa: The Teachimg Learmang Oentie (Momsiry of
Edscanon j . Ramanugen College in collaboraison wih ihe Indian Accownimg
Associmtion, SCR Chapler lnumched & Two weels Mutonal Interdecplinary
Refresher Cowrse on “New Pandigms i Commerce and Management”
through virmual plarform from |3 th <28 th Sepiemaber, 2021 o8 300 pru (13 th
Soplembser, 021 . The course hasd regevirations of around 200 partoipants,
whach inchedes acadermicians. roscarciers and faculty members from all over
Inifia. The Chief Geest of the Insugural session Prof |5 Pandey. Fermer
Dican, [IM. Ahmscdabad, Former Professor. Depanment of Commerce, DSE,
Umaversity of Delhe. Former Viee Pressdont & Dean, School of Management,
AT, Thalssd, was welcomed by Prall 5 P Aggarwal, Prscepal Ramanegsn
Colkege and Dr L. Gupta, Programns: Direowor, Meomber University Coan
and Fimance Comminies, University of Delbi De 1L (Gispta shong with Dr
Rekha Dayal | Programee Comvenor ) imroduced the opic 1o the sudience
haghlighisng the relevance of the Course for ieachers and rescarchers. Di
1L Crapia discussed i brief the dafferent aspects o be covered an the Refresher
Course. Prof 5. PAggarwal in s sddress staicd the difforent innovative
programmes andertaken by TLC Ramansgan College and Ramanujan College,
Unaversity of Delhi. Prof. Madha Vi Programms Advisos. Former Faculty.
Faculty of Managemom Staches, Universsty ol Delhs in ber discosirse pave a
preview of the cssence of (e Course. Chiell Gheest of the Inaugural session
Prof LM Pandey hephhighicd the trs meanmng of the word Paradigim e
s pestend that & change i regainad @ the srucnine of tee il snd the mimdse
of the educators alosg with the sdministralon.

Spocial Gucst-Prod, laghri Lal Gupta, Former Vigg Chanogilor Gl Central
Unaversity, Principal $hri Ram Callege of Commeroe (SROC ) DU, Professor,
%D Gurugram enlsied the seps which meed 1o be underaken 1o cope with
e changing nabure of ihe work in delferent seciom of the econsmy
Guest of Honor-Prof. Alok Kemar Chakrawal, Vice-Chanocllor, G
Ghasidas University, Bilaspus, Chhanisgarh. prsced the oxcasson and
hsusad birw mengorshap, care and leacing must never b compromisod by
an cducator The scssion concladed with a voio of thanks propescd by
[hganiumng Socretary [ Anjaly uipla

Highlights

WEBINAR ON “ THE ART OF E\TREPRE‘\ELRSHIP“

Sew Dol Thus  The
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Highlights

Iﬁinﬂnulln

college in collshoration with Babai House of Worship
wg!nin_td 4 cullural event named VASUDHAIY KUTUMBUKAM

Sensational Performance by Abhijeet Srivastava on the final day
of the cultural festival JOSH x SEQUOIA of Ramanujan College

o
by by i

New Delhi, Focus News: The final day of

the 3-day cultural festival JOSH x

SEQUOIA organised by the Cultural
Committee of Ramanujan College and
ENACTUS Ramanujan, started with a
spirit of remimiscence of childhood and
oplimism. EMACTUS Ramanujan
planned a series of events — Kingdom of
Kids und o workshop-cum-speaker session
under Project Parvah, The Kingdom of
Kids was designed as a fun activity for the
chaldren of the Tara and Prajna Foundation
(NGO). The extension programme
imvalved fun-filled activities like musical
chair, dumb charades which the children
enjoved thoroughly. The students spent
quality time with the children. Under the
flagship - ‘Project Parvaah’, an ari therapy
workshop was conducted by counzelling
psychologist, Kritika Makkar. The
workshop gave students an opportunity s
expenence the jouney of sell-ecxpression

Sieg

ol aiftfes 3ea Asm=n

TR HaRE
5 fowell, 25 W

by using art. TAHRK. debating
society organised  Bilingual
conventional debate competition
on theme, ‘Modern
Understanding of Mationalism*
The chief guest of the event was
Dalip Pandey, the chiel whip,
Delli Assembly, celebrated author and
national spokesperson of AAP. He recited
an inspiring piece of poctry and gave
welcome speech 1o the sudents

IGDTLU Maitreyr College were
announced to be the winners of Panache’s
fashion competition ‘Flamboyance’
achieving Ist and 2nd  position
respectively, While the participants from
1GDTU and Hindu College were awarded
prizes for the Best Female Model and Best
Male Model respectively,

In the afiermoon, the stage dazzled with
orchestrated band performances. The
audience was moved by the groovy beats

and

3

and guitar. The lead bands, Shivranjimi &
Aurum performed melodious & fmmous
songs like "FLara Sa” by K.K., ‘Numb” by
Linkin Park and many memorable rock
classics from the “Rock On® album,
Finally, the whole festival was engrossed
with an intoxicating performance by our
special guest antist Abhiject Snvastava,
known for his songs, *chaashni’ {Bharat)
and ‘aap se milkar’ (Aandhadhun). The
live 'I'IL'I'.I-IH'IIIIEIIL'L' !urnq.:d wivboe visial feat
with mesmensing lights. The arnist
caplivated the attending mass with his
catchy, popular hit songs. making the
event even more memorable.
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Day Two Ramanujan College
cultural festival - Jo




[llustrated by Samar Khan, Second Year B.A.(Hons) Philosophy
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