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Chatrrman’s Messane

Dear Students and Teachers,

I am extremely proud and happy with the new edition of our college’s annual
magazine. “Aloka Tirtha”. This publication not only reflects the creativity of the
students, teachers and administrative staff of the college, but also mirrors their
buoyant spirit and laudable conceptualisation. While going through the pages I'm
left amazed by the diverse skills, passions and interest areas that our students own.
Multiple voices echoing through divergent tales enchant the mind to see things
differently, yet the magazine as a whole 1s a symbol of our collective endeavor and
zeal.

The Editorial team and the writers have delved deep to present varied insightful
perspectives on one of the major themes of the magazine: “Vishwaguru Bharat”.
From having a rich cultural heritage to being an enlightened land, from having an
unparalleled knowledge system to being ready to become the global leader, the
articles of the magazine capture the unprecedented vigour and potentiality of our
nation, Bharat.

I once again congratulate the students, teachers and the Editorial
team for offering such an illuminating and exuberant experience
through this edition of “Aloka Tirtha”.

Best Wishes, A ,‘ il b

Dr. Jigar Champaklal Inamdar
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Lnittor-In-Chiet's
Messane

Pranam,

As an Editor-in-Chief, I see the commitment of an annual magazine no longer just as a source of
information but as an effective medium to pressure awareness and inspire high quality change in
society. The motive for that specialize in key issues including GR@R Wated (Family Enlightenment), ¥
T STFRUT (Awakening of the Self), GaTaRor TRETT (Environmental Conservation), FTRe fRIETER (Civic
Etiquette), and 3rf&@a®T (Economy) is rooted inside the imaginative and prescient of positioning
Bharat as a Jagat Guru, where India can lead the sector through example in more than one spheres of
lifestyles.

The combination of strong family systems, self-awareness, respect for the environment, civic
responsibility, and a thriving economy represents the holistic wisdom India can share with the world.
Through these interconnected values, India can not only showcase its ancient cultural heritage but also
present modern solutions to global challenges.

The family is the foundation of society. Strengthening family values, fostering unity, and imparting
moral education are critical for social harmony and the nurturing of responsible citizens. When families
are enlightened, they raise individuals who are compassionate, responsible, and contribute positively to
society. Self-awareness and personal growth are central to human development. It is about
understanding one’s role, duties, and inner potential to contribute to the world. Focusing on individual
spiritual and mental awakening can help people realize their full potential. This leads to a more self-
sufficient and confident society, which can position India as a leader in intellectual and spiritual realms.

Environmental sustainability is no longer a choice but a necessity. Given
India’s ancient reverence for nature and the current environmental crises,
promoting the importance of conservation is crucial. Creating awareness
around environmental protection will inspire sustainable living and preserve
natural resources, aligning with the global call for action. India’s leadership
in environmental conservation could set an example for the rest of the world.
Civic sense and etiquette define the quality of life in a nation. Promoting
respect, discipline, and civic responsibility will ensure that public spaces,
institutions, and social structures function efficiently. By encouraging good
civic behaviour, we can improve urban living conditions, reduce corruption,
and promote collective responsibility. This elevates India’s global image as a
cultured, disciplined, and morally upright nation. A strong economy is the
backbone of a prosperous nation. Understanding the nuances of economic
growth, entrepreneurship, and financial literacy will empower citizens to
contribute to the country’s development. With these themes, the magazine
plays a pivotal role in shaping responsible, awakened citizens who can
contribute to India’s global leadership and reinforce the country’s ancient
ethos in a modern context.

Thank You,
Dr. Moirangthem Jiban Singh
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A Bond Beyond Words

When this world is full of strangers,
Siblings are the biggest adventures.

The elder one will tease you,
The younger one will annoy you,
But the best part is,

They will always be there for you.

No one can replace their position,
As no one is in the opposition.
They are the blessings of our life,
Without them, we can’t survive.

They will fight with you over petty things,
But you’re thankful for the smile it brings.
Whenever you feel dull and bored,
They’ll try to cheer you more and more.

Many relationships exist in this world,
But this relationship is the purest one.
No one can beat this relationship,
Whether in joy or any hardship.

For the memories they create, SHREYA JAIN

For the childhood they made, Bachelor Management Studies
For the secrets they share,

This sweet bond is so rare.



He was there,
No matter it was day or night,
Or everyone who are walking outside,
Or when the clouds cried,
And the Sun shone bright.

He was there,
Always peeping inside the windows,

Standing firmly on its two toes,

The dogs barked and the cats meowed,
Even the birds had nests on his hairy brows,
The skies turned yellow from indigo.

If he had plans to shift, i dunno

He was always there!
So we named him Green Hair.
Its been years since he has been a regular here.
But, one day, one fateful day,
He was NOT there, at all!
Everyone was whispering.

Green Hair was no more!

ASHI SINGH

B. Sc. Environmental Science

Because he was cut by a cruel hold.






AWAKENING OF SELF

Harneet Kaur
B. Sc. Environmental Science

T saying no when i woed T say yes: T prestect
Y poace:

I’m choosing to put my goals at the top because I
deserve to reach them.. I’m no longer allowing
others to control my emotions and actions:

I’m starting to trust myself every day.

I’m not pretty like her, ’m pretty like me.

As’'a member of Gen Z, I initially turned to social
media in an attempt to fit in and connect with
others. However, this led ' me down a troubling path
of constant comparison. I found myself scrolling
through images of seemingly flawless people, which
gradually eroded my self-esteem ‘and made me
increasingly dissatisfied with my body. I yearned to
embody that Instagram-perfect aesthetic, unaware
that much of what I was seeing was heavily edited
and far from reality.

As I grew older, I started to develop a clearer
understanding of the distinction between genuine
beauty and the curated illusions presented online.
This realization marked a turning point for me,
allowing me to reclaim my confidence and view
myself—and those around me—from a more
authentic perspective. I began to embrace self-love
and shifted my focus toward my personal goals,
recognizing that I deserved to pursue and achieve
them. Ultimately, I am making this journey. for
myself, prioritizing my own aspirations and well-
being.

I’m saying no when I used to say yes, to protect my
peaee.

I’'m choosing to put my goals at the top because I
deserve to reach them.

That quote really resonates with me! It reminds me
that looking good isn’t as important as doing well in
my studies.It pushes me to focus on my education‘and
work hard to -achieve my goals, whether they’re
academic or personal.

I’'m currently on a journey of self-discovery, still
figuring out who I am and what 1 want in life. This
process includes  developing my personality and
gaining knowledge, - which gives” me a sense/ of
accomplishment. Every step I take to improve myself
makes me proud, and I can see how far I’ve come.
When 1 think about my younger self, I know she
would be amazed at the person I am today.

I’ve faced challenges along the way, but each one has
taught me something valuable. I’ve learned the
importance of perseverance and the rewards of hard
work. It’s not always easy, but knowing that I’m
growing and becoming a stronger person motivates
me to keep going.

This journey of growth is ongoing, and it feels great
to realize that I’'m constantly evolving. I believe that
with dedication and effort, I can achieve even more in
the future.

I’m no longer allowing others to control my emotions
and actions.

I’m no longer letting others control my emotions and
actions, which marks an important step in my
journey of self-discovery. I’ve realized that my
feelings and responses are my own, not dictated by
what others say or do. By setting clear boundaries
and focusing on what truly makes me happy, I’m
reclaiming my power.

This shift allows me to think before I react, fostering
greater inner peace and confidence. I’'m learning to
trust/my instincts and make decisions that reflect my
true self, rather than seeking validation from others.
This newfound freedom has led to more authentic
connections in my relationships, as I engage with
othersfrom a place of honesty and self-assurance.
Ultimately, this journey is about creating a life that
resonates, with-who I am and what I value.

P’m starting to trust myself every day.

Pm starting\\t{gﬁgust m)/f\s;éif more every day, and this
transformation is 'an_g€ssential aspect of my self-
awakening journey. Each day_ presents
epportunities to listen to my inner ¥oice, and Rm

new



beginning to recognize that my instincts are not just
fleeting thoughts but valuable guides that deserve
my attention. As 1 face various challenges—
whether in my personal life, studies, or relationships
—I find myself reflecting deeply on my choices and
experiences.

This reflection allows me to embrace my decisions
with “increasing - confidence, rather than second-
guessing myself-as1 once did.

With: each small victory, I’m learning to celebrate
my progress. This newfound self-trust encourages
me to step outside my comfort zone and take risks
that I previously hesitated to pursue. It’s a process
of shedding doubt -and embracing authenticity,
helping me to align my actions with my true values
and desires. By nurturing this trust in myself, I’'m
awakening to my true potential and discovering
strengths I didn’t know I had. Ultimately, this
journey is about more than just self-assurance; it’s
about creating a life that feels genuine and
fulfilling, allowing me to move forward with
purpose and clarity.

Self-awakening is a powerful journey of rediscovery
and growth, reminding us that we have the ability to
shape our own lives. It encourages us to peel back
the layers  of external expectations and societal
pressures, revealing our true selves beneath. This
process —allows - us to embrace our strengths,
confront our fears, and honor our needs, leading to
a deeper understanding of who we are and what we
truly want. Each step taken on.this path of self-
awareness ‘empowers us- to live-authentically and
make choices that align with our' values. As we
awaken to our own potential, we create space for
joy, fulfillment; . and connection.
Remember, the journey of self-awakening is not
just about reaching a ‘destination; it’s about
embracing the growth and transformation that
comes along the way.

genuine
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Self-Awakening through Mindfulness
and Emotional Intelligence

Every one of us has a secret superpower that is
just waiting to be revealed when we combine
emotional intelligence with mindfulness. Together,
these of
development have the power to completely
transform our lives by raising our level of self-
awareness, strengthening our bonds with others,
and promoting general wellbeing. However, what
precisely are emotional intelligence and
mindfulness, and how can they combine to have
such a potent effect?

two powerful forces personal

The discipline of being totally present in the
moment while maintaining an impartial awareness
of our thoughts, feelings, and environment is
known as mindfulness. It’s similar to sitting in the
front row of your own mental theater and
watching the performance without becoming
engrossed in the drama. Conversely, emotional
intelligence refers to our capacity to identify,
comprehend, and regulate both our own and
other people’s feelings. It functions similarly to an
advanced GPS system for navigating the intricate
terrain of human emotions.

These two ideas work in concert to produce a
transformational effect in both our personal and
professional lives. Imagine possessing the mental
clarity to recognize your emotions as they emerge,
along with the ability to effectively control them
and feel empathy for others. It’s similar to having
a superpower that enables you to face obstacles in
life with poise and knowledge.

The underpinnings of Mindfulness:
A Chronological and Methodological
Journey

The idea of mindfulness is not some novel one
created by contemporary self-help gurus. Oh no,
these practices have thousands of years of history,
mostly stemming from Buddhist traditions. It's
crucial to remember, though, that mindfulness in
its contemporary form has been secularized and
adjusted for contemporary living, making it
available to individuals from a wide range of
backgrounds and religious views.

r. Kumar Ujwal
Dept. of Psycholog

The fundamentals of mindfulness are surprisingly
straightforward but have a Dbig influence.
Fundamentally, mindfulness is about being open,
curious, and accepting of the current moment while
paying attention to it. It involves paying attention to
your thoughts and emotions without becoming
sucked into them or making an effort to alter them.
Consider it as a companionable, unbiased observer of
your own inner world.

Regular mindfulness practice has nothing short of
amazing benefits. Mindfulness has been demonstrated
to improve mental and physical health by lowering
stress and anxiety as well as increasing focus and
emotional regulation. It strengthens your capacity to
remain mindful and resilient in the face of life’s
obstacles, much like a daily mental workout.

However, how may mindfulness be practiced in real
life? Well, there are many of methods and workouts
available. One of the most popular is mindful
breathing, in which you just concentrate on the way
your breath enters and exits your body. The body
scan is another well-liked method in which you
methodically focus attention on various body areas,
noting any sensations without attempting to alter
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Cracking the Code of Emotional
Intelligence: A Five-Step Solution

It is now time to focus on emotional intelligence because
it plays very pertinent role in the overall development of
the individual. The five main elements of this theory -
which was made popular by psychologist Daniel
Goleman are self-awareness, self-regulation, motivation,
empathy, and social skills. It's similar to a five-piece
puzzle that, with the right pieces put together, can depict
emotional mastery.

The foundation of emotional intelligence, self-awareness,
is the ability to identify and comprehend your own
feelings as they arise. It provides you with a continuous
internal climate report, akin to an internal emotional
weather report. Since it serves as the basis for all other
facets of emotional intelligence, this knowledge is
essential.

Another important component of Emotional Intelligence
is social skill development and empathy. While social
skills help us to easily traverse challenging social
circumstances, empathy enables us to comprehend and
share the sentiments of others. When combined, these
abilities can greatly improve our social interactions and
relationships. According to Neurodiversity and
Emotional Intelligence: Exploring the Unique Interplay,
these abilities can be especially helpful in comprehending
and valuing the various viewpoints and experiences that
exist.

It is impossible to overestimate the importance of
emotional intelligence for both personal and professional
success. Individuals with high emotional intelligence
typically lead more fulfilling lives overall, have stronger
relationships, and perform better at work. It is like to
possessing a secret component that improves every facet
of your existence.

When Emotional Intelligence and
. Mindfulness Collide

This is where things start to become pretty exciting.
Emotional intelligence and mindfulness work together to
produce a powerful force for personal development. It’s
similar to combining chocolate and peanut butter; while
each taste delicious on its own, the combination is just
tempting!

By teaching us to watch our thoughts and feelings
without becoming engrossed in them, mindfulness
improves our self-awareness. Our emotional intelligence
is naturally enhanced by this heightened awareness, which
makes it easier for us to identify and comprehend



the feelings we are experiencing. It’s Exercises in self-reflection can be
similar to adjusting the emotional very Dbeneficial for increasing
monitor within us to a higher emotional intelligence. Consider
resolution. Additionally, mindfulness is maintaining an emotion diary in
a fantastic tool for controlling which you track your feelings
emotions. By engaging in mindfulness throughout the day and consider
practices, we can learn to establish a what brought them on. You can
mental space that separates stimuli from become more self-aware and
response, allowing us to take control of recognize  patterns in  your
our emotions instead of letting them emotional reactions by doing this.
rule us. One of the most important
aspects of emotional intelligence is the Another effective technique that
capacity to control our emotions, which blends emotional intelligence and
can greatly enhance our general mindfulness is mindful listening.
wellbeing. Try focusing entirely on the other
person during a discussion the next
Our interpersonal interactions can be time, taking note of not only what
significantly enhanced by practicing they are saying but also their body
mindful communication, which blends language and tone of voice.
mindfulness principles with skillful Engaging in this activity can
communication techniques. In greatly enhance your interpersonal
interactions, we can gain a deeper and communication abilities.
understanding of others’ viewpoints and
respond with greater empathy if we are ~ There are a ton of apps and digital
really present and listening. This is a resources available to help you on

great fit for the emotional intelligence ~ your road towards emotional
component of social skills. intelligence and mindfulness in

today's tech-savvy world. With
tools like mood monitoring

Inculcating Emotional  applications  and  guided
Intelligence and meditation apps, technology may
Mindfulness l’n YOllV be a great ally in your personal

o o development. But it's crucial to
E ver. y day ACthltleS keep in mind that they are only

instruments. The main labor is
done in your daily contacts and in
your head.

So, how can we genuinely apply
emotional intelligence and mindfulness in
our day-to-day activities? The good news
is that we can hone these abilities using a
plethora of wuseful techniques and
activities.

Mindful eating is an easy approach to

start incorporating mindfulness into your

everyday routine. Try giving your food o "] -
your whole attention, including its 9

flavour, texture, and aroma, rather than

wolfing down your lunch while thumbing

through your phone. It's a fantastic

method to work on being in the moment

and may even help you have a better

connection with food.
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MINI FOREST

A Triumph of Ecological Restoration at Ramanujan College

What was once a barren, degraded plot of land on our
campus-left desolate after construction and used as a
dump for waste-has now transformed into a vibrant, lush
mini forest. This once-forgotten area, a stark visual and
ecological void, is today the most cherished corner of our
college, a triumph in land restoration and a testament to
the power of sustainable action initiated by Department
Environmental Science, this mini forest represents a
powerful union of biodiversity, sustainability, and
ecological restoration.

The Beginning: Restoring
Hope to Barren Land

On October 20, 2023, the first step toward transforming
this neglected space into a mini forest began. Located in
front of the administration office, the area had been left
barren after construction, littered with waste debris that
stripped the land of its natural vegetation. Restoring
such a site would seem challenging, but with
determination and a deep understanding of nature’s
processes, the project proved that restoration can be
simple, economical, and incredibly rewarding.

A Vision Takes Root: A Diverse
Ecosystem in the Making

The restoration began with a detailed assessment of the
land’s soil quality, vegetation, and other factors vital to
rejuvenating the space. The goal was not just to restore,
but to create a mini ecosystem that would enhance the
campus environment, attract local wildlife, and serve as
an urban oasis for biodiversity.

The vision for the mini forest included several key
elements:

. A butterfly conservatory designed to attract and
support a wide variety of butterfly species.

. A dragonfly habitat centered around two small
ponds, complete with aquatic plants such as broad-
leaved pondweed (Potamageton natans), hydrilla
(Hydrilla verticillata), and water lilies (Nymphaea
tetragonal) to sustain aquatic life, including snails,
frogs, and fishes.

°e=

Mr. Gaurav Barhodiya

Dept. of Environmental Science

. A succulent mount featuring unique
species like Devil’s backbone (Kalanchoe
daigremontiana), agave (Agave virginica),
and pencil cactus (Euphorbia tirucalli),
adding both texture and visual interest.

. A designated area for ferns, bringing
diversity in plant form and serving as a
moisture-loving contrast to other plant
species.

. A lily and hydrilla pond serving as a
central feature for aquatic biodiversity,
attracting dragonflies, damselflies, and
other wetland species.

A Flourishing
Ecosystem: Native Plants
and Urban Wildlife

A wide array of native vegetation was
planted, carefully chosen for its ability to
attract local birds and urban wildlife. Species
like curry leaves (Murraya koenigii), yellow
elder (Tacoma stans), reetha (Sapindus
mukorossi), bael (Aegle marmelos), and
bryophyllum (Kalanchoe pinnata) not only
enrich the ecosystem but also provide vital
food and shelter for a growing community of
avian species, butterflies, and small wildlife.




Together, these sections create a thriving ecosystem,
with urban wildlife-from birds to insects-making the
mini forest their home. It has become a place where
students can witness firsthand the interactions
between flora and fauna, and where local species,
often overlooked in urban settings, can flourish.

A Living Classroom:
Nature’s Comeback

Restoration is an ongoing process, requiring regular
monitoring, watering schedules, and de-weeding.
Yet even in its early stages, the mini forest has
already become a hotspot for biodiversity. Students
and faculty alike have been documenting new
species, from butterflies like the common Mormon
(Papilio polytes) to dragonflies such as the blue
ground skimmer (Diplacodes trivialis), proving that
the restored land is capable of supporting a wide
range of life.

Bird species, including the Oriental white eye,
Coppersmith barbet, white-throated kingfisher and
the tailorbird, now frequent the area, drawn by the
native vegetation and the small aquatic ecosystems
established within the forest.

The Legacy: An Urban
Oasis of Sustainability

This mini forest is more than just a green space - it
has become an urban wildlife oasis, demonstrating
the possibilities of environmental restoration even in
small, urbanized areas. The success of this initiative
lies in its diversity: the butterfly section, dragonfly
ponds, succulent mound, fern area, and lily pond
collectively contribute to a balanced ecosystem. The
forest now provides refuge for local species, enhances
campus beauty, and serves as a rich educational
resource.

For the students involved, it has been a hands-on
learning experience, linking classroom theory with
real-world application. The project exemplifies how
academic institutions can lead the way in
environmental sustainability, transforming not only
land but also mindsets. As the mini forest continues
to grow and evolve, it serves as a beacon of
collective action and the power of restoration,
proving that nature can flourish even in the most
unexpected places.




Introduction

In a world where everyone is focused on big goals and
major achievements, we often fail to recognize the
power of the small, unnoticed habits that shape our
everyday actions. Micro-habits those tiny, effortless
actions have the potential to bring about significant
change in our personal lives and even at a broader
societal level.

What Are Micro-Habits?

Micro-habits are the small, easily overlooked actions
that we perform daily. Unlike larger habits, these are
simple to integrate into your routine. A quick breathing
exercise before a meeting or reading just one page of a
book every night are examples of how these small habits
build over time to create lasting change.

The Science Behind Micro-Habits

Research from psychology and neuroscience indicates
that long-term change often stems from these small,
consistent actions. The “compound effect” explains that
even the tiniest repeated actions can lead to substantial
results over time, making micro-habits an Important
tool for self-improvement.

Impact on Personal Development

By focusing on micro-habits, individuals can gradually
reshape their routines and improve their lives. For
instance, waking up just a few minutes earlier each day
can lead to creating a more productive morning
routine. Similarly, cutting back on one small indulgence
can slowly improve overall health.

Social Impact of Micro-Habits

Micro-habits don’t just affect personal growth; when
practiced collectively, they can lead to significant social
change. Simple actions like reducing daily plastic use or

have a meaningful impact on
sustainability.

Mr. Summit Suhag
Senior Assistant

Practical Micro-Habits for Students:

For students, micro-habits can be
particularly beneficial. Small actions like
reviewing class notes for just five minutes
each day or dedicating a short time to
brainstorming can greatly
academic performance
overwhelming effort.

enhance
without

Conclusion

The real power of micro-habits lies in
their simplicity and consistency. While
grand gestures are often fleeting, small,
daily actions can create meaningful,
long-lasting change both in our personal
lives and in the wider world.




LIBRARIES IN MODERN
EDUCATION AND SOCIETY

Libraries transcend their role as mere repositories of books and information;
they are dynamic institutions integral to the education, development, and
cohesion of modern communities. Amidst the digital revolution, libraries
continue to provide invaluable services that extend far beyond the provision of
physical books. This article delves into the multifaceted importance of libraries,
highlighting their contributions to education, community development, personal
growth, and the preservation of cultural heritage.

Educational Resource Centre

Libraries are quintessential educational hubs. They offer access to a broad spectrum of
materials, including books, academic journals, databases, and multimedia resources. For
students, libraries are indispensable in supporting their learning and research endeavours.
They provide a tranquil and structured environment conducive to studying and offer
resources that may be inaccessible elsewhere.

Academic libraries are particularly vital as they bolster curricula with textbooks, reference
materials, and supplementary readings. They also facilitate research by providing access to
extensive academic databases and interlibrary loan services. The expertise of librarians in
assisting with research strategies and information retrieval further enhances the educational
support provided by libraries.

Promoters of
Information Literacy

In the digital age, the ability to navigate and
critically evaluate information is paramount.
Libraries play a critical role in fostering
information literacy. They teach users how to
differentiate credible sources from unreliable ones,
conduct effective searches, and assess the relevance
and accuracy of information.

Libraries conduct information literacy programs
and workshops designed to equip individuals with
the skills necessary to manage the overwhelming
influx of online information. By promoting digital
literacy and critical thinking, libraries enable users
to become informed and discerning consumers of
information.

Community Hubs

Libraries function as vibrant community hubs that foster
social interaction and engagement. They host a variety of
programs and events catering to diverse interests and
demographics. From author talks and book clubs to
cultural events and educational workshops, libraries
provide spaces for individuals to connect, learn, and grow
collectively.

Library Attendant



For many, libraries represent safe and welcoming
spaces where they can access resources and engage
in community activities. They frequently serve as
venues for local organizations and  support
community initiatives. By offering such spaces,
libraries strengthen community bonds and enhance
social cohesion.

Catalysts for Personal
Development

Libraries are instrumental in supporting personal
development. They provide access to resources that
encourage lifelong learning and self-improvement.
With materials spanning personal finance, health,
career development, and hobbies, libraries enable
individuals to pursue interests, acquire new skills,
and enrich their personal and professional lives.

Programs offered by libraries, such as language
learning classes, computer skills workshops, and job
search assistance, are designed to help individuals
achieve their personal and professional aspirations.
Through these resources and services, libraries
contribute significantly to the personal growth and
empowerment of their patrons.

Guardians of Cultural
Heritage

Libraries play a crucial role in preserving and
promoting cultural heritage. They house historical
documents, rare manuscripts, and archives that offer
valuable insights into the past. Through special
collections and exhibitions, libraries protect cultural
artifacts and make them accessible to the public.

In addition to preserving physical collections,
libraries also digitize historical materials, making
them available online to a global audience. This not
only ensures the preservation of cultural heritage but
also broadens access to historical resources, allowing
people from diverse backgrounds to engage with
their heritage.

Facilitators of Digital Access

As our world becomes increasingly digital, libraries
are essential facilitators of digital access. They
provide free access to computers, the internet, and
digital resources for individuals who may lack these
tools at home. This digital inclusion is vital for
bridging the digital divide and ensuring that
everyone has equal opportunities to
information and participate in the digital economy

accCess

Libraries also offer digital literacy training,
helping users navigate online platforms, protect
their digital
effectively. By providing these services, libraries
play a significant role in ensuring equitable
access to technology and information.

privacy, and utilize tools

Support for Research
and Innovation

Libraries support research and innovation by
offering access
resources and

to a wealth of scholarly
research tools. They provide
databases, academic journals, and research
materials essential for scholarly work and
technological advancement..

Moreover, many libraries now feature maker
spaces, technology labs, and collaborative work
areas. These facilities enable users to engage in
hands-on projects, with
technologies, and collaborate on innovative
ideas.
endeavours,

experiment new
By fostering research and creative
libraries contribute to the
advancement of knowledge and technological
progress.

Support for Research
and Innovation

Libraries provide safe and neutral spaces for
individuals to explore new ideas and engage in
intellectual discourse. They offer
judgmental environment where people can seek
information, learn, and express their viewpoints
freely. This open access to knowledge and ideas
fosters critical thinking and
intellectual curiosity.

a non-

encourages

During periods of social and political upheaval,
libraries serve as bastions of free expression and
democratic values. They uphold principles of
intellectual freedom and provide access to
diverse perspective and viewpoints.




Environmental Sustainability

Increasingly, libraries are adopting practices aimed
at environmental sustainability. They incorporate
green practices into their operations, such as energy-
efficient lighting, sustainable building materials, and
waste reduction initiatives.

By promoting sustainability, libraries set a model
for the community and contribute to broader
environmental conservation goals. Libraries also
provide resources and programs related to
environmental awareness and sustainability. They
offer educational materials on topics like climate
change, conservation, and sustainable living,
helping to raise awareness and encourage
responsible behaviour.

Libraries are indispensable institutions that provide
a plethora of benefits to individuals and
communities. They are crucial educational resources,
promote information literacy, and act as community
hubs that enhance social engagement. Libraries
facilitate personal development,preserve cultural
heritage, and ensure digital access while supporting
research and innovation.

As our world evolves, libraries continue to adapt
and expand their services to meet the needs of their
patrons. They play a vital role in ensuring equitable
access to information, fostering lifelong learning,
and promoting intellectual and cultural growth.
Supporting libraries and advocating for their
continued development contributes to a more
informed, connected, and empowered society.




RIVER Ebbs: The Reflection Of

Women's Agony

Bhawna
B.Sc. Environmental Science

“Like a Sflow,
women's tears have been flowing

river’s gentle

for centuries carrying with them
the weight of their silent sorrows.”

The arrival of a baby girl is akin to the
emergence of a mnascent river: innocent,
pure,gentle , sensitive and delicate,yet society
introduces jarring juxtapositions on this
auspicious event , similar to the abrasive
impact of rocks on rivers flow potentially
harming her tender core.Birth of a girl is
mourned and lamented, shrouded by gender
based prejudice and societal norms analogues
to plight of landowner whose property is
usurped by a newly formed river precipitating
a sense of dispossession and despolition.She
commenced her growth with a gentle yet
resilient trajectory, navigating formidable
obstacles with fortitude. As she progressed,
she began to ambulate with increasing
steadiness, ingest nourishment with voracity,
and illuminate her surroundings with
effervescent giggles, akin to the soothing

reverberations of a meandering brook.

However, her maturation was circumscribed
by numerous constraints on her articulation,
gait, and demeanor, akin to the external levees,
barrages, and dams that regulate the river's
flow, thereby stifling her natural efflorescence
and spontaneity. With the onset of puberty, she
embarked on the natural flux of life, a gift
from nature, marked by menarche, the
inaugural menstrual cycle. However, this
physiological milestone was juxtaposed with
societal constraints, perpetuating the paradox
of purity, wherein she was expected to tolerate
both somatic and emotional pain to bring
forth new life, much like the river’s flow
nourishes the surrounding ecosystem, yet is
deemed disruptive by those who benefit from
it, akin to the trees that absorb its waters and
the fish that thrive in its depths.

She is relocated to a new territory to establish
a new domicile and initiate a novel familial
unit, akin to a river’s trajectory being
deliberately altered by human-constructed
barrages, which abruptly divert its flow into
unexplored terrain. This sudden change in
environment rendered her a transient
inhabitant in the new territory, while her
native territory perceived her as an extrinsic

entity, akin to a foreign asset.

In a new landscape, surrounded by unfamiliar
faces and an uncharted environment, she was
expected to embrace everything with effortless
ease, like a river's continuous flow, adapting
seamlessly to the unfamiliar terrain. Yet, the
enormity of this transition weighed upon her,
as she struggled to nourish and cherish this
new world, like a river nourishing the lands it
touches, while yearning for the comfort of her
native shores.Until she embraces another’s
identity as her own, a new transition unfolds in
her life.



A new life stirs within her, like a river flowing
into a lush forest, bringing vibrancy and
growth.

Yet, she faces immense pain and resistance as
she strives to bring this new life into the world.
Only her own resilience and determination can
navigate her through this challenging phase,
just as a river carves its path through the
landscape, shaping its own destiny.She now
dedicates her existence to nurturing that new
life, sustaining it with her own essence, just as a
river provides water to the living beings that
depend on it. With unconditional love and
devotion, she nourishes her child, just as a river
unreservedly quenches the thirst of countless
creatures, fostering millions of lives within and
around it, without hesitation or resistance. In
this selfless act, she embodies the river’s
boundless generosity, surrendering herself to
the greater purpose of sustaining life.

Despite her selfless devotion, she receives a
paradoxical reward. On one hand, she’s revered
as a goddess, her nurturing spirit celebrated and
worshiped. Yet, on the other hand, she faces
exploitation, harassment, and emotional
turmoil, her sentiments crushed like the effluent
and sewage that pollute a river. The weight of
societal expectations and judgments is like a
plastic bag that not only suffocates her identity
but also distorts and shakes her very core,
leaving her questioning her own worth and

existence.

A poignant realization dawns: rivers are called
mothers because, like women, they’re expected
to nurture and sustain life, yet they're also
vulnerable to exploitation and abuse. Despite
being the lifeblood of their territories, rivers are
polluted and degraded, blamed for the waste
and toxicity that others dump into them.
Similarly, women are often treated as dumping
grounds for men’s anger, frustration, and
aggression, their bodies and minds bearing the
brunt of societal toxicity.

This parallel reveals a painful truth: the same
forces that destroy rivers also destroy women,
perpetuating a cycle of exploitation and
abuse.

Amidst the turmoil, remember that silence is
not synonymous with weakness. The quiet
strength of a river’s steady flow can be
deceiving, for when the waters finally break,
they can sweep away everything in their path.
If the injustices continue to mount, a flood of
tears will eventually burst forth, shattering
the barricades of oppression and washing
away the embankments of stereotypes. The
deluge will bring with it a transformative
foundations  of
it the
promise of a new dawn. The river’s journey is

power, eroding the

discrimination and carrying with

a testament to the transformative power of
resilience and determination. May women's
voices be heard, and their stories be told, as
they carve their own paths towards a brighter

future.

“In the end, it is not the river that needs to
change course, but the world that needs to
change its ways. May we learn to respect and
honor the flow of life, in all its forms.”
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Awakening The Inner Voice: Finding

Clarity in a Chaotic World
— @ € —__—

Who are we really? In our daily lives, we juggle
countless roles-friend, family member,
employee, or student-each with its own set of
expectations. We become so entangled in these
roles that we often forget the core of who we
are. Beyond these societal roles and external
influences, there exists a deeper, more authentic
self. A self that is not defined by titles or
obligations, but by inner values, desires, and
purpose. Self-awakening is the journey of
peeling back these layers, to reconnect with that
true self, and discover the essence of who we are
beneath the surface.

In the rush to meet expectations-whether in
academics, employment, or our personal lives-
the pressure to perform can become
overwhelming. We strive to achieve goals, often
set by others, and lose sight of our true essence.
The constant comparison with peers and the fear
of failure makes us doubt our abilities, chipping
away at our confidence. We forget how special
we are, how unique our journey is, and instead,
get caught in the cycle of self-doubt and self-
criticism.

This leads to unhappiness, as we no longer value

or  appreciate ourselves. Instead of

acknowledging our efforts, we fixate on what we
haven't achieved. It becomes difficult to see how
effortlessly we accomplish tasks that others
might struggle with-tasks that people may
admire in us but we fail to recognize. This lack

of self-appreciation creates a disconnect between
who we are and who we think we should be.

On the surface, the idea of self-awakening might
sound like some spiritual or philosophical
pursuit. However, in my view, it’s far more
grounded than that. Awakening the self is about
becoming aware of who we truly are, outside of
the roles and labels assigned to us by society. It’s
about recognizing the inner voice that has often
been silenced by the noise of expectations and
judgments.

At the core of the awakening process is self-
awareness. It’s a conscious effort to look inward
and reflect on what drives us, what we value, and
what we want from life. For many, this journey
begins with simple questions like, “Am I happy
with where I'm headed?” or “What do I truly
enjoy doing?” These questions may seem basic,
but they open the door to deeper introspection.
Often, we may find that the answers aren’t as
clear-cut as we’d expect.

The process of awakening the self involves
stripping away the layers of conditioning we’ve
accumulated over the years. These layers include
the expectations placed on us by family, society,
and even ourselves. We’re constantly told what
we “should” do-study hard, get a good job, be
successful-and while these are important, they
often overshadow our own desires and dreams.
Awakening the self means peeling back these
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layers to uncover what truly matters to us on an
individual level. Self-awareness is at the heart of this
journey. Without it, there’s no way to recognize
whether we’re truly living according to our values or
merely going through the motions of life. For me,
self-awareness has always been about asking the
right questions: “Why do I react this way in certain
situations?” or “What drives my decisions?”
Mindfulness practices like journaling or even just
setting aside time for quiet reflection can help
cultivate self-awareness. Personally, I've found that
journaling allows me to express thoughts and
emotions I may not even realize are affecting me.
When I put pen to paper, I start to notice patterns in
my thinking-patterns that, when left unchecked, can
lead me down a path that doesn’t align with my true
self.

Awakening the self requires a willingness to be
honest with oneself. It’s about acknowledging the
parts of ourselves we might not like the fears, the
doubts, the insecuritiecs. But instead of avoiding
these uncomfortable truths, self-awareness asks us to
confront them head-on. Only then can we begin the
process of growth and transformation.

As empowering as it is to awaken the self, the
process isn’t without its challenges. In fact, it can be
downright uncomfortable at times. Many of us have
spent years building up a sense of identity based on
external factors: our careers, our achievements, and
even our relationships. But what happens when we
realize that these external markers don’t define who
we are?

This realization can be both liberating and terrifying.
On one hand, it gives us the freedom to rewrite our
own stories, to live life on our terms. On the other
hand, it requires letting go of the safety nets we’ve
built around ourselves. For instance, during my time
at university, there was constant pressure to meet
certain
performance or securing internships. While these
achievements are important, I began to ask myself
whether they truly reflected my passions and
interests, or if I was simply doing what was expected
of me.

standards-whether it was academic

Fear of the unknown is a huge obstacle in the
process of awakening.
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We’re so used to living in a world that values
certainty and control, and the idea of stepping
into uncharted territory can feel overwhelming.
But as I've learned, growth can only happen
when we’re willing to embrace uncertainty. By
facing our fears, we allow ourselves to move
beyond our comfort zones and experience the
world in new and unexpected ways.

The goal of awakening the self is to live a life
that feels authentic and true to who we are. But
what does that mean in practice? For me,
authenticity is about aligning my actions with
my values. It’s about making choices that reflect
what’s important to me, rather than simply
following the crowd.

Living authentically doesn’t mean rejecting the
external world or its demands-it means finding a
balance between the external and internal. For
instance, in my pursuit of a career in data
science, I've come to realize that while the
technical skills I'm learning are important, so
too are the values that drive my work. I want to
make a positive impact through my knowledge
of technology, and I believe that data science
can be a tool for solving real-world problems.
This realization has helped me stay grounded in
my studies and motivated by a sense of purpose
beyond just achieving good grades.

Another aspect of authenticity is embracing
vulnerability. This is something I’ve had to work
on over time. It’s easy to put up walls and
present a perfect image to the world, but true
authenticity requires us to let down those
defenses. It’s okay to admit that we don’t have
all the answers or that we’re still figuring things
out.
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In fact, it’s in these moments of vulnerability that
we often experience the greatest growth.

As we go through the process of awakening the
self, our relationships also begin to shift. When
we start living more authentically,we no longer
feel the need to conform to the expectations of
others. This can lead to deeper, more meaningful
connections, as we engage with people from a
place of honesty and openness.

At the same time, awakening the self can also
bring to light relationships that no longer serve
us. When we become more self-aware, we start to
notice which connections feel supportive and
which ones feel draining. This doesn’t mean that
we need to cut ties with people, but it does mean
that we become more intentional about who we
allow into our lives and how we spend our time.
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One thing I've learned is that true relationships are
built on mutual respect and understanding. When
both parties are able to show up as their authentic
selves, the connection becomes much stronger.
We’re no longer trying to impress or outdo one
another-we’re simply sharing in each other’s
journeys.

In a world that’s increasingly focused on outward
success, the concept of self-awakening feels more
relevant than ever. We’re constantly bombarded
with messages about what we should achieve, how
we should look, and what kind of life we should
lead. But amidst all of this noise, the process of
awakening reminds us to return to ourselves—to
listen to our inner voice and follow a path that feels
true to us.

Of course, this isn’t always easy. It takes time,
effort, and a lot of self-reflection. But the rewards
of awakening the self are profound. By cultivating
self-awareness, we gain clarity about who we are
and what we want from life. We start to make
decisions that align with our values and priorities,
and in doing so, we create a life that feels more
fulfilling and meaningful.

The journey of awakening the self is one that never
truly ends. It’s a process of continual growth,
reflection, and learning. As we become more self-
aware, we open ourselves up to new possibilities
and experiences. While the path may be challenging
at times, the rewards of living authentically and in
alignment with our true selves make the journey
worthwhile.

Archita Singh

B. A. Programme
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Introduction
The awakening of self is a profound and transformative
experience that enables individuals to discover their true
nature, purpose, and potential. It is a journey of self-
discovery that awakens one's consciousness, fostering a
deeper understanding of themselves and their place in the
world. In this article, we will explore the concept of self- .
awakening, its benefits, and practical steps to embark on
this transformative journey.

Dr. Madhu Monga

Dept. of Commerce

What is Self-Awakening?
Self-awakening is the process of recognizing and
realizing one’s true identity, beyond the limitations of
the ego and conditioning. It involves cultivating
self-awareness, introspection, and mindfulness
to uncover one's authentic self. This awakening
enables individuals to:

1. Recognize their strengths, weaknesses,and
passions

2. Let go of negative patterns and limitations
3. Discover their life's purpose and meaning

4. Develop emotional intelligence and resilience
5.Cultivate compassion, empathy, and understanding

Benefits of Self-Awakening
The benefits of self-awakening are numerous and
profound:

1. Increased self-awareness and confidence

2. Improved relationships and communication

3. Enhanced creativity and productivity

4. Greater sense of purpose and direction

5. Reduced stress and anxiety

6. Increased emotional intelligence and empathy

7. Spiritual growth and connection

Practical Steps to Self-Awakening

Embarking on the journey of self-awakening requires
commitment, patience, and dedication.

AinT i Mak
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Here are some practical steps to guide you:

. Mindfulness and Meditation: Practice mindfulness and
meditation to cultivate self-awareness and inner peace.

. Journaling: Reflect on your thoughts, emotions, and
experiences through journaling.

. Self-Inquiry: Ask yourself questions like “Who am 1?”
“What are my values?” and “What is my purpose?”

. Self-Care: Prioritize physical, emotional, and mental well-
being.

. Seek Guidance: Consult spiritual teachers, mentors, or
therapists for support.

. Nature Connection: Spend time in nature to foster a sense
of unity and interconnectedness.

. QGratitude Practice: Cultivate gratitude and appreciation for
life's experiences.

Challenges and Opportunities
Self-awakening is not without challenges. You may encounter:
1. Resistance to change
2. Fear of the unknown
3. Emotional turmoil
4. Self-doubt and uncertainty

However, these challenges also present opportunities for
growth, learn  and transformation.

Conclusion

The awakening of self is a transformative journey that empowers
individuals to discover their true potential, purpose, and nature. By
cultivating self-awareness, mindfulness, and introspection, you can
embark on this profound journey, unlocking a life of authenticity,
fulfillment, and inner peace.

Quotes to Inspire Your Journey

“You are not a drop in the ocean, you are the entire ocean in a
drop.” -Rumi

“The greatest discovery of all time is that a person can change their
future by merely changing their attitude.” - Oprah Winfrey

“You alone are enough. You have nothing to prove to anyone.”

- Maya Angelou.

Remember, self-awakening is a lifelong journey, and every step
forward is a step closer to realizing your true self.

AinT i Mak




SELF-AWARENESS

UNLOCKING ONE’S TRUE
POTENTIAL THROUGH

/W/\

1t is easy to work for others but for yourself. It is easy to
know others but the SELF.

In today’s busy world, we often get caught up in work,
responsibilities and chasing success but we rarely take the
time to look within and understand ourselves. Amid the
chaos of modern life, we often forget to pause and look at
one of the most important aspects of our existence, that is
ourselves.

Everyone is busy fulfilling the demands of work, family,
and social life. People always want to meet the
expectations of society and always have the pressure of
maintaining a perfect image to the world. In short, we are
too busy to realize our presence on this earth.

The modern world in which we have social media
amplifies this pressure by making people feel as if they are
always being watched and compared. People think
themselves inferior seeing others doing good in their lives
by seeing them on social media as a result people measure
their worth by likes, comments, and followers. This
relentless scrutiny leads to anxiety, self-doubt, and
disconnection from our true selves.

Around 70% of adults experience stress, anxiety, or
anxiety disorders according to American Psychological
Association and over 60% of employees feel burned out or
overwhelmed according to Gallup and over 45% of
teenagers experience online harassment according to Pew
Research Center.

As we struggle to keep up, we lose sight of our inner
values and purpose. We constantly seek external
validation, experiencing stress, self-doubt, and physical
illness. We feel anxious overwhelmed, and disconnected
from our true selves, in this chaotic world, its essential to
take a step back and reassess our priorities.

*ﬁkﬁ*ﬁ*ﬁ*ﬁ*ﬁ**ﬁ*ﬁ*ﬁ%ﬁ*ﬁ*ﬁ*%ﬁ*ﬁ*
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Anxiety disorders affect 1 in 5
adults reported by National
Institute of Mental Health and
Depression affects 1 in 10 adults

reported by World Health
Organization. American Heart
Association reports says that
chronic stress increases risk of
heart disease, diabetes, and
obesity.

43

Bhagwat Gita wisely says, “one
must elevate, not degrade oneself.
The mind can be a fiiend or an
enemy depending on how it is
nurtured.”  this quote
Bhagwat Gita reminds us that our
mind is a powerful tool capable of
both empowering and limiting us.

from

Solution to these problems is self-
awakening:

One must recognize the need to
awaken oneself by introspecting
oneself, by exploring your thoughts,
your values, and your emotions. By
exploring one's internal landscapes,
one can gain an understanding of
their motivations, beliefs, and
underlying desires.

One must be aware of one's actions, it is
essential to pay close attention to one's
actions and the choices that have shaped
one's life. The things you have driven
through, the things which control you and
the habits which hold you back. By
examining our actions, we can gain valuable
insights into our motivations, habits, and the
impact we have on the world around us.
Identifying the forces that drive our
behavior, whether they are external
pressures or internal desires, empowers us to
make conscious choices and break free from
negative influences.

Recognizing the habits that hold us back is
towards self-
include

crucial in our journey
These may
procrastination, perfectionism, or unhealthy
coping mechanisms. By acknowledging these
patterns, we can develop strategies to
overcome them and cultivate more positive

habits.

awarcncss.

And lastly, the goal of self-reflection is to
transform ourselves into the best possible
versions of ourselves. It is a continuous
process that requires patience, perseverance,
and a willingness to confront our inner
demons. By understanding our strengths and
weaknesses, we can unlock our full potential
and live more fulfilling lives.

Embracing self-awareness leads us to:
* Develop emotional intelligence

* Improve relationships

* Make informed decisions

* Enhance personal growth

India’s spiritual traditions have emphasized
self-awareness. From meditation to yoga,
our ancient texts offer guidance on nurturing
the mind and soul.

The concept of self-awakening is different
for every individual as the sense of self refers
to the sense of who we are and what makes
us different from everyone else. Self-
awakening is about discovering and
understanding our true selves. It is a journey
of:



* Introspection

* Mindfulness

* Self-compassion
* Courage

Everyone has different meanings and methods of
Awakening. For some, it can be Spiritual such as;
Meditation, self-inquiry, yoga for others it can be
Religious such as; Devotion, Pray, Mantra
chanting.

But we all have a different world inside. Where we
visit time to time, and it helps to survive in this
wicked world. And it is also the first step, to know
yourself you must dive deep within and understand
from

* Increase self-awareness

» Enhance emotional regulation

* Improve relationships

* Boost confidence

Self-awakening offers a powerful solution to
modern life challenges by understanding ourselves
we can

* Break free from societal expectations

* Find inner peace and fulfillment

* Cultivate meaningful relationships

* Live a life of purpose and passion

To be self-awaken one must do certain things few
of them are:

. Practice Mindful
meditation involves stillness of the body,
focusing on one’s breathing and controlling
your thoughts.

. Engage in journaling - Journaling helps process
thoughts, emotions, and experiences.

. Take breaks from social media- Regular social
media breaks reduce comparison, stress, and
distraction.

. Connect with nature- Nature connection
improves mental well-being and reduces stress.

mindful meditation -

In conclusion, the world that relentlessly pushes us
to achieve more, do more, and be more self-
awakening offers a powerful solution to the
pressures of constant striving. People are facing
countless challenges with the rapidly changing and
complex world, and trying to cope with it, in their
own ways. Today, we see the rise in the inner
challenges illness, family
instability, loneliness and psychological disorders.
People are looking for new ways to overcome such
problems whereas they need to look within
themselves.

related to mental

By taking the first step towards understanding
ourselves, we can unlock our true potential and
break free from the constraints
expectations.

of societal

Embracing self-awareness allows us to connect with
our inner selves, discovering our unique strengths,
passions, and values. Self-awakening also offers a
path to inner peace and tranquility. By cultivating
mindfulness and self-compassion, we can reduce
stress, anxiety, and negative emotions. This inner
harmony creates a solid foundation for building
meaningful relationships with others, based on
empathy, and understanding.

Ultimately, self-awakening empowers us to live a
more fulfilling life. It helps us align our actions with
our values and pursue meaningful goals.
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From Revolution to Rolls Royce’s: The Decline
of Delhi University's Student Politics

There was a time when student politics in India was
not just a training ground but a direct ticket to
national politics. Leaders like Mamata Banerjee,
Lalu Prasad Yadav, Nitish Kumar, Sitaram
Yechury, Bhajan Lal Sharma, Mohan Yadav, and
Revanth Reddy all began their political journeys as
student leaders, later rising to prominence on the
national stage.

Today, let’s focus on the Delhi University Students’
Union (DUSU) elections. Students of Delhi
University (DU) voted on September 27, yet they
still await the announcement of their new student
union. The results, originally scheduled for
September 28, have been delayed by a Delhi High
Court stay on the counting process, citing rampant
damage to public property as the reason.
Interestingly, DUSU has produced stalwart
political figures, such as Arun Jaitley, who was
DUSU president in 1974, just one year before the
Emergency was imposed in India. Other prominent
leaders like Ajay Maken, Vijay Goel, Alka Lamba,
Amrita Dhawan, and Nupur Sharma also once held
office in DUSU. However, the scenario today is
vastly different. From 2010 to 2023, only one
DUSU president, Rocky Tuseed, has managed to
contest further elections, albeit unsuccessfully.
Tuseed, who won the DUSU presidency on an
NSUI ticket, was a Congress candidate for the
Rajinder Nagar assembly constituency in 2020. He
garnered just 3,941 votes compared to AAP's
Raghav Chadha, who secured 59,135 votes.

Mr. Umang Jain (Alumnus)
(Batch- 2014-2017)

Other recent DUSU presidents are either busy with
family  businesses or involved in  basic
organizational roles within political parties-far
removed from the national political arena. The key
question digital age,
communication has never been easier, why are
today’s student leaders failing to make their
presence felt? Barring Ravindra Singh Bhati, no
recent student leader in India has sparked a
nationwide movement or drawn significant media
attention.

arises: In this when

The answer lie in the High Court’s
observation. The court criticized DUSU candidates
for widespread damage to public and private
property, plastering posters and banners all over
Delhi. The Lyngdoh Committee recommendations,
implemented in 2006, provided guidelines for
conducting student elections, including a minimum
attendance requirement for filing nominations, a
spending limit of ¥5,000, and a ban on printed
materials such as posters and banners. Ask any DU
student or resident living near a DU college, and
they will tell you how blatantly these rules are
ignored. DUSU clection spending has skyrocketed
to crores of rupees. Candidates can be seen in
luxury cavalcades featuring cars like Rolls Royce
and Porsche. The city is plastered with printed
posters and banners. University campuses are
buried under heaps of paper waste from the endless
flyers distributed daily. Some candidates even hire
professional PR agencies, complete with drone
cameras, to manage their campaigns.
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It’s astonishing that the administration seems to
either deliberately overlook these violations or
remain blissfully ignorant.

This ignorance has enabled a blatant disregard for
the recommendations of the Lyngdoh Committee,
which was chaired by former Chief Election
Commissioner J.M. Lyngdoh. The excuse given by
the administration does, even more, astonish -
“spelling errors”. Yes, deliberate spelling mistakes
on campaign posters allow candidates to bypass the
rules. For example, a candidate named “UMANG”
might spell their name as “UMANGG” on posters,
creating just enough difference to skirt the
regulations while maintaining the correct
pronunciation.

This loophole has been exploited for over a decade.
The last time DU took serious action was in 2009
when both the leading parties, ABVP and NSUI,
had their candidates' nominations cancelled for rule
violations. We must consider the larger damage
being done. Posters can be removed, and walls
repainted, but what about the political culture?
Student politics once fostered critical thinking and
produced leaders who could hold governments
accountable. Leaders of the past had few resources
and campaigned across campuses with just a
handful of pamphlets. Their speeches reflected a
deep understanding of national issues, sparking
debates and discussions that transcended mere
electoral promises. Consider the courage of student
leaders like Sitaram Yechury. In October 1977,
Yechury, then JNU's student union president, led a
march to Indira Gandhi’s residence, demanding her
resignation as the university's chancellor. Such acts
of defiance and political
unimaginable for today’s student leaders, who are
more focused on distributing freebies like movie
tickets, amusement park tickets, fast food and even
cosmetics such as kajal and mascaras to secure
votes.

activism  seem

The political activism that once nurtured a
critical, progressive, and questioning mindset is
now laying the foundation for corruption.
Students today, lured by burgers and pizzas,
may one day contribute to scandals like “cash-
for-votes.” DUSU elections are also marred by
caste dynamics. Only a few dominant castes, or
rather, wealthy students belonging to these
dominant castes of the NCR region, can afford
to contest these elections. A common student
with humble means cannot imagine becoming
DUSU president, let alone securing sponsors to
fund their campaign.

The next time the judiciary intervenes; it should
not only address the physical damage done to
public property but also examine the
deteriorating political culture in universities.
While DU is one example, the situation is
similar across other institutions like Allahabad
University, Punjab University, and Rajasthan
University. The administration's role extends
beyond merely conducting elections-they must
ensure these elections are free, fair, and aligned
with the principles of political integrity. Political
parties should reflect on why an increasing
number of students are opting for NOTA in
DUSU elections. Most importantly, students
themselves must recognize the true power of
their vote and work collectively to revive the
political culture that once gave India leaders like
Arun Jaitley and Sitaram Yechury. The larger
vision of student politics and its role in national
development must not be forgotten.
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Equal opportunity (Economy) in India
by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
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It is most note that our Political democracy can
not last unless there lies at the base of it social
democracy . We are rase the question that what
does social democracy mean ? However, it mens
a way of life which recognizes;

. Liberty

. Equality

Fraternity- as the principals of the life.

We are Indian, proud that Dr. Bhimrao Ramji
Ambedkar, Babasaheb
Ambedkar, was a visionary leader, jurist, and
social reformer who dedicated his life to fighting
against social discrimination and inequality. His
tireless efforts toward social justice, equality, and
empowerment of marginalised communities have
left an indelible mark on Indian society. Every
year, on April 14, Ambedkar Jayanti is celebrated
across India and around the world to
commemorate his birth anniversary.

popularly known as

Dr. Ambedkar firmly believed in the principle of
equality for all individuals, irrespective of their
caste, creed, religion, or gender. His message
resonates strongly in today’s world, where
discrimination and prejudice still prevail in various
forms, that every individual is treated with dignity
and respect. He advocated for the eradication of
caste-based discrimination and the establishment
of a society where every individual has equal
opportunities to succeed by social justice.

Dr. Ambedkar’s important economic ideas
included advocating for a gold standard,
decentralizing government finance to each level of
government to raise its own expenses and
consolidating land holdings in agriculture to
achieve economies of scale. His ideas on India's
agricultural economy remain relevant today.

Ram Prasad Jana
Administration

Dr. Ambedkar’s indicate the studied in great
depth the works of Karl Marx. He considered him
as the father of modern socialism or communism.
Karl Marx believed in labour theory of value as
the economic basis of class struggle under
capitalism and on the basis of his theory of surplus
value, he builds the superstructure of his analysis
of economic development. In present scenario,
India is also following the mixed economic policy
for development and its beyond doubt that our
Indian economy is one of the fastest growing
economy in the World. Dr. Ambedkar had
contributed not only his thoughts but also fought
for the up-liftment of poor and exploited section of
society. His economic vision can be used as
solutions of economic problems and measure of
development in India.

Not only above but also different transformative
power i.e Education , Human right , Unity of
Diversity etc. of all people, regardless of their
differences. Dr. Ambedkar emphasized on the
construction of a virtual bridge between all classes
of the society. According to him, it would be
difficult to maintain the unity of the country if the
difference among the classes were not met. He put
particular emphasis on religious, gender and caste
equality. He was successful in receiving support of
the Assembly to introduce reservation for
members of the scheduled castes and scheduled
tribes in education, government jobs and civil
services.




The Role of Media in Shaping
Public Perception and
Effective Media Relations Strategies

INTRODUCTION

For many years, the media has been a strong force
for any organisation to overcome in shaping
public perception and opinion. From the core
roots of television, newspapers, and radio, how
information and views are expressed on a given
issue or organisation has changed. Social media
has become a real platform to shape the public's
opinion instantly and to increase the scale and
speed of communications.

PR campaigns are very crucial in managing
organisational images. Using such tools as press
releases, media kits, and relationships with
journalists, the PR specialist develops a story line
that supports the goals of the organisation while
taking care of the best interests of the media.

Media relations have today become very
important, given that organisations have to
experience increased public scrutiny and

competition for attention from the media.

This literature review will analyze how media
relations strategies have an influence on public
perception through the use of press releases,
media kits, journalist relations, and social media.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Media has shaped public opinion for a very long
period, and that is why communicationstudies
have so long debated the relevance of this topic.
According to McCombs and Shaw (1972),
agenda-setting theory would be “what problems
do they think about.” Instead of telling people
what to think, the media tells them what to think
about. The more important issues are in the flow
of coverage of the mass media, the more
important are issues according to the public. This
power has traditionally been held by traditional
media: the newspapers, television, and radio,
which have acted as gatekeepers of information
and influencers of what the public talks about.

Whereas traditional media acted as such for a long
time, social media has revolutionized the platform. As
Kaplan and Haenlein point out, such platforms as
Twitter, Facebook,
communication and allow everyone to take part in the
news cycle. By enabling real-time and user-generated
content uploads that can virtually instantly mould
public opinion, it facilitates the influence of social
media not only in the consumption of information but
also in the production and sharing of it. According to
Kietzmann et al. (2011), this paradigm shift enables the
public not only as receivers of information but also as
participants in the production and sharing process,
which would make it more dynamic and decentralized.

and Instagram democratize

Public relations campaigns are a crucial component for
organisations looking to impact public opinion. The
two-way symmetrical model of Grunig and Hunt
(1984)-speaks to howmutual understanding and
dialogue between organisations and their publics
enhance the communication process. The relationship-
based, strategy is
supported in this model over just having one-way
communication through controlled messages. With
symmetrical communication, it is more dynamic and
responsive in its relationship with the public, and
hence organisations can change their strategies
according to feedback as well as public sentiment.

trust-based communication



Press releases are one of the most frequently used
instruments in PR to craft media narratives.
According to Newsom and Haynes (2016), a press
release is a concise, newsworthy message from an
organisation targeted to news organisations. A
good release should be as clear and to

the point as possible, informative, and targeted to
the most appropriate news outlets for maximum
pick-up and distribution. According to Wilcox et
al. (2015), when timing is everything, press
releases should strike and coincide with the cycle
of news to maximize mileage.

Other key PR tools include media kits. These are
mostly applied by industries that depend highly
on visual storytelling example, the fashion,
entertainment, and technology sectors. A media
kit typically includes fact sheets,
biographies, descriptions of the products or
services, as well as high-quality images or videos,
providing the journalist with all of the
information they need for a story. Media kits can
make the job easier for the journalist, Cutlip,
Center, and Broom (2015), but make sure that the
organisation's messaging is presented in the best
and most controlled light

executive

Besides press releases and media kits, building
relationships with journalists is viewed by most
practitioners as an important ingredient in any
successful media relations. According to Grunig
and Hunt (1984), trust and openness would be
essential for a positive relationship between the
program the
organisations that have powerful media networks,
White and Hobsbawm say, get considerably more
positive and truthful coverage during crises. The
retention of these relationships through constant
interactions, including one-on-one interviews or
events, get the
organisation better press when it is needed.

communications and media.

invitations to serves to

Social media has, of course, become a vital factor
in the media relations strategy. According to
Meerman Scott (2017), platforms such as Twitter
and Instagram enable an organisation to send its
press releases directly to the mass media and even
reach the public directly. As much as social media
provides organisations with an opportunity to tell
their story in real-time, it also opens them up to
new risks. As Smith puts it in the year 2020, worst
decisions on social media can quickly go viral and
create negative impressions which are very hard
to reverse

CASE STUDIES

Case studies will point out how organisations have

employed media relations strategies to manage the
perception of the public towards them successfully. For
instance, Apple announcements show "the science of
timing" and engagement with the media. For example,
the company time-stages its press releases and events
parallel to the most prominent high-tech summits so that
media exposure becomes broad and public excitement
builds up. Such can be Nike’s 2018 Colin Kaepernick
campaign, which was amplified through social media.
Since it started from controversy, there were millions of
impressions on social media generated by the campaign,
deepened the brand identity for Nike, and thereby
hugely increased sales.

These studies, however, do not fill all the existing gaps in
the literature. Therefore, where Grunig and Hunt's
symmetrical model emphasizes relationship-building for
organisations, little research is available when media bias
or misrepresentation is involved. In addition, as more
influence is being exerted by digital influencers and
bloggers, there is hardly enough knowledge on how to
strategize through change on the media scene with
organisations.



ANALYSIS

Literature has reiterated that the relationship between
the media and the influence it creates on public
opinion is proportional. The dissemination tools
information, such as media kits, which include
resources like social media, allow the organisations to
have control over the presentation of the media.
Newsom and Haynes (2016) have stated that press
releases are a means of direct communication where
information is relayed from the source to the media
and hence to the public. One deficit of this literature
is that too little attention was given to how media bias
or misrepresentation can change the intended
meaning of such press releases. Although this
literature states that organisations do have control
over the meanings of messages, it is silent on how
organisations deal with the
misinterpretation or bias. Further research as to how
organisations might be able to counter negative press
coverage or misreporting could fill that gap.

risks of media

It also furthers the notion that the most effective
strategies building relationships with
journalists, timely releases, and thorough media kits.
Heath and Palenchar (2018) emphasized the materials
the qualiand ty to be given to journalists, and Grunig
and Hunt (1984) pointed out the need for trust to be
developed in securing favourable coverage. The
literature falls somewhat

involve

short, however, of a
discussion of how organisations go about establishing
such relationships in today's increasingly fragmented
media environment where digital influencers and
bloggers are increasingly part of the landscape.
Expanding research to include newer forms of digital
media and influencers could give a fuller picture of

current practices in media relations.

CONCLUSION

Media is the most potent agent in building
public opinion, and no organisation can afford
to be passive in its interface with traditional and
social media. It has to involve a critical amount
of media relation strategies, using various
techniques such as press releases, media Kkits,
and, of course, building relationships with
journalists to secure favourable stories. The rise
of social media added a new dimension to
media relations challenges and opportunities
for organisations to directly influence the
public's perception. Successful media relations
campaigns, such as those by Apple, Nike, and
Tesla, have shown that strategic
communication can go a long way in building
and maintaining a positive image of an
organisation across diverse industries.




AWAKENING OF SELF
Ananya Mahajan

B.Sc. Environmental Science

Have you ever thought of self awakening or
realization? Let’s make it even simpler, in other words,
have you ever thought about who you are and what
kind of person you want to be in life? I have, let’s start
with what exactly is awakening of self. Self awakening
is a very complex process that begins with self-
realization and completely psychological phenomenon
when you clearly find yourself out there with a goal in
your life rather than lurking in shadows and lost in
darkness. Self awakening includes a person to wake up
without external help but is philosophical that rousing
up not just from sleep but also in real life. It involves
getting aware of one’s inner self.

Self awakening as we read it, can be decoded easily by
breaking it into “Self & Awakening”; meaning literally
to awaken/enlighten oneself about his own personality
or existence. As I derive inspiration from Shrimad
Bhagwad Geeta which is collection of Lord Krishna’s
sermon to Arjun, describing and asking Arjun to self-
realize, do Karma by taking a rightful path and hence
one’s duty towards society, mankind and towards
one’s own self is to perform karma, if you want to
exist meaningfully. This may appear a normal concept
of awakening but not many people are actually able to
awaken or actualize themselves in their whole lifetime,
as this is a complex cognitive process. In simpler
words, this concept demands oneself to explore inner
personality traits, attributes etc to garner knowledge
on one’s strength and weakness area and then chart
out a roadmap to future.

It involves personal growth and development that
shifts one’s mind to higher state of subconsciousness.
People who are struggling with their lives or feeling
being lost due to the many challenges and obstacles of
life find it hard to awaken themselves. People who are
self awakened have had gone through self-
improvement, gratitude, flourishing careers, thriving
business, free from diseases, healthy

relationships and everything at a balance with
most important factor peace of mind and healthy
lifestyle. It is when they get finally back on track
leading a happy life hence, self-awakening often
leads us in a direction towards leading a healthy
and happy life and encourages ourselves to find
the purpose and meaning of life; let’s say to avoid
conflicts, maintaining healthy relationships at
workplace and homes, working on ourselves,
setting goals, eating healthy, avoiding negativity
in life etc. One important characteristic of people
who are resilience;
Resilience allows us to recover and turn an
obstacle into an opportunity by changing the
perception and rather than looking it as a
challenge turning it into a test which one must
pass to overcome it and come out of it even
stronger, that is exactly how the ignited minds of
self awakened people work and hence making it
the best way of living life and overcoming the
challenges. Self awakened people do not sink into
distress when obstacles appear rather, they
conquer it and become even more determined to
break it, this is how they turn an obstacle into an
opportunity.

self awakened includes

The factors that contribute to self-awakening
includes psychological stress,
motivation, time perception. Nobody can awaken
a person until the person himself realizes what he
is capable of achieving in life that’s what makes
self awakening even more interesting is that the
person is on his own to fight for his life without
any other person’s help. For example, a person
who is facing depression needs a psychologist but
until and unless

environment,



he realizes his worth on his own no doctor can
help the person to recover, that is where
awakening of self is needed the most. When a
person is addicted to social media, he just finds a
way to escape the reality rather than facing it,
that’s when self awakening is needed the most.
Psychological stress can be very painful and at
the same time can disbalance mental stability, it is
one of the most important factors that compels a
person to be self awakened because every one or
the other person is facing some kind of stress in
life. Self awakening comes from within without
any external influence. For instance, a person
having complications at workplace needs to
awaken himself and find solutions to the
problem, for him this is what self awakening
would mean.

When I was having a hard time last year, for me
self awakening was that I realized what my worth
was and I discovered my skills. I realized that the
challenges in life need to be overcome and getting
even stronger after coming out of it and facing
them, I also believed that my challenges were
nothing in front of my father’s so the sense of
maturity is also what I feel was self awakening to
me. The inner voice of an individual that rouses
him up from a dream and in reality, is what
awakening of self means. To be able to discover
your likes and dislikes, working on your skills,
having a healthy relationship with people, setting
goals, aiming in life etc all that counts to
development is a part of awakening of self.
Sometimes, a person may feel lost but the way to
right path is always going to get him there by his
inner voice itself not by any external influence. As
Jack Kornfield, an American writer said
“Awakening is the recognition that our true
home is not found in external circumstances, but
in the sacred space of our own hearts”. Getting to
know your true self is what self awakening makes
possible. Self discouraging personality is the most
difficult to heal. They allow their past to haunt
them or define them and they carry negative
voices, fear and shame. When they face any
challenge, they blame others or themselves for
their misfortune.

Some qualities of self awakened people include
self-improvement, gratitude, healthy relationships
etc. They are hungry for growth, they do not
complain but rather carry a sense of positivity
and gratitude, they avoid negative and unhealthy
relationships and communication.

Sometimes, therapy works well for people who
find it difficult to heal on their own and
meditation is always the best option to begin
your journey. A person should spend time alone
with themselves for a while every day to settle
down the issues in mind and to be at peace.
Practicing yoga everyday early in the morning
calms the soul of an individual. Trying to heal on
your own is the best solution when you awaken
yourself, starting from eliminating bad habits and
making the day productive by engaging in
physical activities, developing skills, working on
yourself, maintain physical and mental wellbeing,
having your family around, spending time with
your parents or siblings, sharing your feelings
and emotions can be the best way to heal and
self-awaken.

Thus, concluding Awakening of self is a feeling
that arises from within that allows the person to
discover himself and his true self that leads to the
path of self-development and soothes the soul. In
practical world, this awakening can be carried
out to understand your thought process, ability,
intent, tolerance level, greed, jealousy etc and
then find ways to get rid of bad attributes to gain
best output. This helps us decide on fixing your
Karma Bhumi(area of work), ways to reach there
rightfully and sustain. This process can be
obtained by doing various offline/online available
tools like self-assessment test, psychoanalytical
test etc but also practicing yoga, meditation,
healthy eating habits and doing some sort of
physical activities make the day productive and
calms the body and mind to think. Awakening of
self is needed in life because nobody would know
you better than you know yourself. You need to
scan yourself in and out and know yourself.



THE EMERGENCE OF ECONOMIC DIPLOMACY
AND THE ROLE OF TRADE POLICY

Rishit Mittal

B.A(Hons) Economics

INTRODUCTION

In December, the Hindustan Times emphasized
India’s growing diplomatic strength, noting its
ability to deliver a common global vision amidst
global power competition. This reflection on India’s
standing through the G20 summit urged a deeper
analysis of the evolving role of economic diplomacy
in the country’s global positioning. Historically,
diplomacy was focused on maintaining peaceful
relations and forging strategic alliances during
times of crisis. Trade policies were traditionally
concerned with domestic and national affairs.
However, globalization has transformed trade into
a key driver of international relations. Today,
diplomacy is more
interdependent, with countries competing for
resources, markets, and legitimacy. Economic
diplomacy has thus emerged as a critical aspect of
foreign policy, influencing both economic success
and political standing.

interconnected and

FROM PROTECTIONISM TO OPEN
MARKETS: THE RACE FOR ECONOMIC
PROSPERITY

In the mid-20th century, many newly independent
nations adopted protectionist policies, particularly
import substitution. This approach sought to
promote local industries by imposing barriers on
foreign imports and limiting the operations of
foreign firms. However, as global economic
dynamics evolved, many countries transitioned to
more liberal trade policies, often with
transformative outcomes.

One of the most notable examples is Singapore,
which strategically embraced economic openness.

By allowing 100% ownership of companies by foreign
entities, establishing free trade zones, providing tax
exemptions, and reducing income taxes, Singapore
attracted foreign investment and built a strong
domestic industrial base. These initiatives helped
Singapore transform from a resource-poor country
into one of the world’s most prosperous economies.
This shift illustrates the power of well-crafted trade
policies, as countries that embrace globalization and
liberalization often experience significant economic
growth.

ECONOMIC DIPLOMACY: THE TRADE OF
WORDS

In today’s multipolar world, economic diplomacy has
become a tool for fostering economic growth,
securing peace, and improving living standards.
However, it is also used as a strategic weapon to
apply pressure and influence outcomes in global
conflicts. The first major wave of economic
diplomacy came with the creation of the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), which
later evolved into the World Trade Organization
(WTO). Though meant to be neutral, the WTO was
largely dominated by developed countries that
persuaded economies to  adopt
liberalization measures without offering reciprocal
concessions. This led to many developing nations
opening their markets to foreign competition, often
at the cost of local industries.

emerging

ECONOMIC DIPLOMACY: THE TRADE OF
WORDS

In response to the perceived failures of global
institutions like the WTO, many countries formed
regional trade blocs such as ASEAN, SAARC, and
EAEC. These blocs were designed to promote mutual
growth and cooperation, not only in trade but also in
political and social matters. Nowadays, Free Trade
Agreements (FTAs) are widely used to negotiate
mutually beneficial terms that reduce or eliminate
barriers to trade and investment. FTAs often target
specific industries or sectors, protecting domestic
interests while encouraging international investment.
Economic diplomacy also serves as a defensive tool,
used to counter adversaries through mechanisms like
trade sanctions, regulatory barriers, and economic

boycotts. Q /\\ /\
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By using such strategies, nations can influence
international politics and safeguard their own
economic interests.

INDIA’S PATH: THE EMERGING LION

Since its independence, India has followed a non-
aligned and independent foreign policy. From
navigating Cold War tensions to positioning itself
in today’s complex global order, India has evolved
into a key player in the Global South. India’s
participation in trade and diplomatic blocs like
BRICS, QUAD, the Trans-Pacific Partnership,
and APEC has had significant economic and
political implications.These alliances have provided
India with greater access to foreign markets,
diversified sources of investment, and integrated
value chains, strengthening its manufacturing
sector and creating jobs domestically. Additionally,
India’s engagement in these blocs has enhanced
diplomatic and military ties, contributing to
regional and global stability. For developed nations,
India represents a substantial market and resource
base, while for developing countries, India provides
critical aid and support.

=

oy

.
i bt

. '_-:'.-u-...'_l-lr ._ - =
i e ) .
T P

oy

’[S)
/\\2 INDIA’S STRATEGIC USE OF ECONOMIC

DIPLOMACY

India’s global presence has grown through strategic
diplomatic initiatives, particularly through foreign
aid and loan diplomacy. During the COVID-19
pandemic, India demonstrated its leadership by
developing the indigenous Made in India vaccine
and distributing it to needy countries through the
Vaccine Maitri initiative. During the COVID-19
pandemic, India demonstrated its leadership by

developing the indigenous Made in India vaccine
and distributing it to needy countries through the
Vaccine Maitri initiative. Additionally, India ha

affected by natural disasters, such as its Operation
Dost ,which sent rescue and relief teams to Turkey
and Syria. India has also extended loans to
economically troubled nations like Sri Lanka and
the Maldives, promoting Indian-made goods in the
process.

India is now positioning itself as a defence exporter.
With projects like the Tejas fighter jet and the
BrahMos missile system, India is showcasing its
capabilities on the global stage. Collaborations
between companies like Adani Defense and Elbit
Systems, as well as Boeing and Tata, further
emphasize India’s ambition to become a global
defense player.India’s provision of credit lines to
countries like Vietnam for defense equipment
purchases, its offers to establish Tejas
manufacturing plants in countries like Egypt and
Malaysia, mark its transition from a defence
importer to an exporter.

and

MAKE IN INDIA: A VISION FOR GLOBAL
MANUFACTURING LEADERSHIP

In 2014, the Government of India launched the Make
in India initiative, aimed at transforming the country
into a global manufacturing hub. This initiative
sought to create a favorable investment climate,
modernize infrastructure, and open new sectors to
foreign capital. With a focus on 25 key sectors, the
program aimed for a 12-14% annual growth rate in
manufacturing, the creation of 100 million new jobs
by 2022, and an increase in the manufacturing
sector’s GDP contribution to 25% by 2025. To
goals, the
introduced a range of policies, including Atmanirbhar
Bharat (self-reliant India) and the Production-
Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme. The PLI scheme,
with an investment of INR 1.97 lakh crore, has
attracted substantial investments and advanced
technologies. The initiative has transformed India
from a mobile phone importer to the second-largest
exporter, with INR 90,000 crore worth of mobile
phones exported in 2023. Similarly, the PLI scheme
in the solar module sector is expected to boost India’s
manufacturing capacity to 60 gigawatts by 2025.

achieve these Indian government
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These initiatives have spurred job creation not only in
manufacturing but also in the tertiary sector. The
PLI scheme’s success underscores India’s potential to
become both self-reliant and a global leader in key
industries. The government’s vision of Atmanirbhar
Bharat and Vishwaguru (global leadership) continues
to drive economic growth and position India as a
major player on the world stage.

CONCLUSION

India’s trade and economic policies are critical to its
development, particularly as it faces challenges from
neighbors like China. China’s Belt and Road
Initiative and its “String of Pearls” strategy, which
involves establishing military and commercial
facilities in the Indian Ocean, threaten India’s trade
routes and defense strategy. However, the rising
tensions between China and the West have prompted
multinational corporations to adopt a “China +1”
strategy, seeking alternative manufacturing hubs.
India, with its large market and favorable investment
policies, is emerging as a top destination for these
companies. India’s resurgence on the global stage
will require a careful balance of economic policy and
diplomacy. By continuing to refine its trade
strategies and strengthen its global alliances, India is
well-positioned to become a formidable player in
global affairs.
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HASDEO ARAND

LUNGS OF CENTRAL INDIA

Sabhyata Sai

B.Sc. Environmental Science

Have you ever felt the heat radiating off the asphalt
on a scorching summer day? It’s like the whole city
is pulsing with energy, with the warmth of the air
and the exhaust from motors creating a dynamic
exchange of thermal energy. This constant
interplay of heat and energy not only affects our
immediate surroundings but also plays a crucial
role in shaping weather patterns and impacting the
performance of various equipment.

Understanding thermal energy isn’t just about
practical applications like heating and cooling
systems; it also provides insights into the natural
processes that govern our planet. :
India is among the largest producer and importer of
coal, and the availability of coal in the form of
affordable price and sustainability is one of the
important links with regard to energy security for
India. It accounts for 55% of the country’s energy
need. Coal deposits in India, the world's second
largest consumer of coal after China, play a crucial
role in the country's energy landscape. The most
targeted states for extracting mine from India are
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and Odisha. Despite
being the most used and abundant fossil fuel, it is a
really concerning thing about environment that coal
field power is one of the dirtiest fuel resources on
the planet but a plus point for corporations. Though
electricity enhances our quality of life, ensures
safety and security, facilates transportation and
contributes to medical proceesses.

It is therefore a basic need but it shatters away the
original beauty of environment also the life of
people living near these mining blocks. This article
will mainly discuss about the biodiversity,
corporations, threat of coal, importance, impact of
coal extraction on the environment and measures to
control coal mine methane in Chhattisgarh.

BIODIVERSITY

THE BIODIVERSITY OF HASDEO FOREST: A
NATURAL HAVEN FOR UNIQUE FLORA
AND ENDANGERED FAUNA

In-the heart of central India lies the pristine forest of
Hasdeo, a sanctuary for unique plant- species like
epiphytic orchids and smilax, as well as endangered
animals such as loth bears and elephants. Towering
sal trees dominate the landscape, reaching towards
the sky and creating a haven for countless forms of
life. :

Chhattisgarh is richly endowed with forest covering
44% of its total geographical area. The forests are
the crucial key of all biodiversity, mineral resources,
tribal population, crop diversity and much more. Due
to this rain, many stream/nalas will flow and become
rivers since these forests act to attracting the same.
Forests stabilize soils and purify the air from
pollution.

The forest consists of 82 species of birds, 167
vegetation types (18 threatened), and threatened
butterfly species. The forests are home to elephants
(Lemru FElephant corridor) and a key migratory
corridor with the presence of tigers also confirmed.
Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education
has on record described it as - “the largest un-
fragmented forest in Central India consisting of
pristine Sal and teak forests...”

Hasdeo River is the largest tributary of Mahanadi
River. The river flows in the state of Chhattisgarh. It
joins Mahanadi River near Shiladehi (Birra) a village
in Janjgir-Champa district. Minimata Dam which
commonly known as Hasdeo Bango Dam is
constructed across this river near Bango village.

HISTORY
INDUSTRIAL CORPORATIONS AND
DEVELOPMENT AND OPERATION OF PEKB
COALFIELDS FOR ELECTRICITY
GENERATION

3 of the mines are in Chhattisgarh’s Korba district:
Gevra mine, Kusmunda mine and Dipka mine.
Kusmunda mine flows adjacent to hasdeo river, which
makes it a particularly vulnerable area. The coalfield
was recommended to be mined in by the Chhattisgarh
GOVT.



In 2010 by diverting 1,898.39 hectar of forest to
Parsa East Kanta Basan (PEKB) coalfields which
would be then alloted to Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut
Utpadan Nigam Ltd (RRVUNL) an electricity
generation. company of Govt. of Rajasthan. On
April 13, 2013 Adani Enterprises announced that
its subsidiary Adani Mines would be the developer
and operator for the PEKB coalfields mine under a
deal agreed with RRVUNL to tap into the 450
million tonnes of coal reserves of the mine. The
PEKB phase I coalfield is almost totally depleted.
While initially forecast as holding a reserve of 137
million tonnes of coal and thus lasting for 15 years;
however, it was found that 55 million tonnes of that
was unmineable.

In 2010 by diverting 1,898.39 hectar of forest to
Parsa East Kanta Basan (PEKB) coalfields which
would be then alloted to Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut
Utpadan Nigam Ltd (RRVUNL) an electricity
generation company of Govt. of Rajasthan. On
April 13, 2013 Adani Enterprises announced that
its subsidiary Adani Mines would be the developer
and operator for the PEKB coalfields mine under a
deal agreed with RRVUNL to tap into the 450
million tonnes of coal reserves of the mine. The
PEKB phase I coalfield is almost totally depleted.
While initially forecast as holding a reserve of 137
million tonnes of coal and thus lasting for 15 yelars;
however, it was found that 55 million tonnes of that

was unmineable.

THE LOOMING THREAT OF DEFORESTATION
AND MINING IN HASDEO ARAND
COALFIELD

The Hasdeo Arand Coalfield, is spread over an
area of 1,879.6 sq. kilometers and contains 23 coal
blocks. Deforestation and mining approved by the
government have the indigenous tribe and threaten
the freedom and livelihoods of tribal communities in
the area. Earlier, ICFRE had deemed Hasdeo
Arand as ‘no-go area’; it was to be left undisturbed;
no mining would be legally possible. But however
illegal business has been legalized, exploration of
minerals has certainly increased. The Gond, Oraon,
and other tribes living in Hasdeo know what coal
mining means: existing coal mines have wrecked the
lands and lives of neighboring communities,
displaced local elephant populations, leading to
dangerous encounters, and polluted the water and
air, causing profound health and environmental
problems.

IMPORTANCE

THE S -GRUCGIAL"™ “ROEE& OB E- COALTLTN

POWERING INDIA’S ECONOMY

Chhattisgarh-based Coal India subsidiary South
Eastern Coalfields Limited (SECL) Gevra and
Kusmunda coal mines have secured the 2nd and 4th
spot in the list of the world’s 10 largest coal mines
released by WorldAtlas.com. This shows that how
coal is so essential for our economy’s backbone. 200
GW of our installed capacity is coal-based, that says
it provides more than half of our primary energy
needs, it is the essential spinal structure in
backboneing our industries. During the last ten
years, thermal power (mainly coal- based) has been
contributing more than 70% of our total power
generation. Following the government clearances, the
PEKB is expanding slowly. The coal is needed to fire
up Rajasthan’s power stations and generate cheap
electricity for the state.

GENERATES EMPLOYMENT

As far as 4 million people are directly or indirectly
employed in India’scoal industry according to
report from Brookings institution. It’s the lifeline of
the locals which are some of India’s poorest.the
many families who were forced to leave their homes
decades ago for the mines. If these mines are closed
down, the same people will be at risk of losing
everything again. If we stop coal production
because of pressure from the world, how can we
support ourselves.



The UN clil;late change conference held in France
from November 30 to December 11, 2015, stands out
as a monumental and historic gathering, with
representatives from 196 countries coming together
to address one of the most pressing global issues of
our time. This conference marked a significant step
forward in the global effort to combat climate
change, and its impact will undoubtedly resonate for
years to come.

INDIA'S COAL  MINING  EXPANSION
THREATENS ENVIRONMENTAL AND
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION EFFORTS

More than 5 billion tons of coal sitting under the
pristine forest, is no less than a jackpot for the
economy of India. Obviously, the problem with coal
does not end with extraction, as a consumer of it,
India also the 3rd largest emitter of greenhouse
gases. India's plan to increase coal mining by 2030
will markabily impact methane emissions because
high emission. as a result, aggregate coal mine
methane emissions will jump 106% since they were
last measured - nationally in 2019. This will
simultaneously destruct the ozone layer and an
increase in greenhouse gases. Elephants caused
damage to homes and crops in villages. Mining
impacted more than just elephants with dynamite
blasts harming homes, infrastructure, and causing
pollution. Lowering groundwater levels
eliminated the tradition of collecting water from
public wells. Conflicts threaten 40+ species due to
human-wildlife conflicts from habitat loss. Hasdeo
river faces pollution and irrigation issues. Replacing
forests with plantations doesn't compensate. Mining
in regional area has really impacted, especially
indigenous communities relying on forests for
sustenance, culture, and identity.

noise

PARIS AGREEMENT

Paris agreement: the agreement includes major GHG
emitting countries to cut their climate- altering
pollution and to limit the earth's temperature
increase below 2 degree celsius, with an aim for
below 1.5 degrees Celsius relative to pre-industrial
level.

EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES FOR METHANE
EMISSION REDUCTION IN COAL MINING
OPERATIONS

According to an article by International energy
agency (IEA 50), methane emissions are generally
higher from underground mines as they extract deep

coal seams that often have higher levels of methane
than shallow ones. Abatement measures, such as
degasification {the removal of dissolved gases from
liquids, especially water or aqueous solutions}
through capture wells and drainage boreholes,.can
preemptively target and remove high methane
concentrations during mining operations, reducing
emissions from coal deposits. This also include
efficiency improvements, high combustion efficiency
at flares, gas engines and related equipment through
process control systems.

EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES FOR METHANE
EMISSION- REDUCTION IN COAL MINING
OPERATIONS '

According to an article by International energy
agency (IEA 50), methane emissions are generally
higher from underground mines as they extract
deep coal seams that often have higher levels of
methane than shallow ones. Abatement measures,
such as degasification {the removal of dissolved
gases from liquids, especially water or aqueous
solutions} through capture wells and drainage
boreholes, can premptively target & remove high
methane concentrations during mining operations,
reducing emissions from coal deposits. This also
include efficiency improvements, high combustion
efficiency at flares, gas engines and related
equipment through process control systems.

In essence, we must understand this article
emphasizes our role in promoting for change as
fossil fuel will deplete, urging the transition to
sustainabe.living for environmental benefit and cost
efficiency.
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IBOIRIDEIR TENSITOINS
BIETSYEIEN INIDIA AND
CHIINA

‘Retiony around he border area are
woll Limiled To The mililary bul aggect
ﬂw&&wwﬂt%al/u‘m%"

To address this issue and dive deep into the Economic
issues that arise when there are border tensions, we
first need to know what actually geopolitical tensions
are:
-Geopolitical tensions means political issues between
two or more countries that cause unrest or tensions.
Through this article, I would like to throw light on
the recent incidents that took place in Galwan Valley
and how such incidents affect country’s economy.
Recently in December, 2022, some actions around
Galwan valley was noticed where Indian and Chinese
troops clashed along yangste river in tawang sector.
Now, this incident holds particular importance and
should be studied thoroughly as there are specific
reasons why China is concerned about the Tawang
sector.

WHY CHINA IS
SECTOR

INTERESTED IN TAWANG

Tawang is a critical point between Tibet and
Brahmaputra valley and also tawang provides
strategic entry into north eastern region . The
world’s largest monastery is situated in Tawang and
China claims that the monastery is the evidence that
district once belonged to Tibet( part of people’s
Republic of China). This is a ringing bell for India, as
it needs to be alert regarding the Tawang borders to
safeguard Arunachal Pradesh. Further, it needs to
build robust infrastructure that will support in the
cause of safeguarding interests of the country.

These were the actions around the border area and
the concerning matter here is:

N
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HOW THE “INDIA- CHINA” BORDER CONFLICT
IS AFFECTING INDIAN ECONOMY:

Indian imports from China includes engineering
goods, electronics, pharmaceutical, automobiles,
nuclear reactors, machinery and parts. China is
India’s biggest trading partner in the world and India
has the largest trade deficit with China, which means

Priyanka Chauhan

B.A(Hons) Economics

that, India imports more from China than it’s exports.
Any disruption in relations between India and China
will heavily affect India in terms of FDI (Foreign
Direct Investment).For example, Chinese
multinational tech company, Alibaba has invested in
Indian companies such as Snapdeal, Paytm, Zomato,
Ola.

Conflicts around the India-China border are likely to
affect the investments.

Recently, India changed it’s FDI policies in April and
according to the new policy, the neighbouring
countries have to get centre’s approval for investing in
Indian market.

All of us know, Xiaomi is one of the leading
smartphone companies in India, but do you know how
much share the company holds in Indian market?

China’s Xiaomi leads India smartphones market with
30% shares in market. 30% is a huge number when it
comes to share holding and Investment, it clearly
shows how deep the Chinese roots lie in Indian
markets.

Thus , if there’s any announcements regarding or
forcing Chinese businesses to shut in India, it will lead
to rise in unemployment. Unemployment is still one of
the main areas around which many Indian policies are
centred.

But, the consequences of this conflict is not one-sided,
instead the conflict will affect both the countries.

Even China has a lot to lose in this conflict. They will
lose one of the most easily accessible markets for
their finished products. Owing to the fact that,



India has to tread on a fine line for now as it depends

heavily on exports of China, a natural solution for it
is to manufacture domestically which in recent years
has been a area of focus for government. For now the
situation will keep on evolving and a close eye has to
be kept for India to ensure its interests are
safeguarded.

in the past 5 years, India has emerged as the biggest
overseas market for Chinese mobile phone
companies, China has a lot to lose and little to win in
this war.
N “ ,,
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Xiaomi smartphone makers have embraced Prime
Minister’s “Make in India” programme. Xiaomi

locally manufactures 95% phones that it sells in
India.

Beijing based Xiaomi has been compelled to partner
with Dixon for smartphone assembly as India is
compelling Chinese companies to localize everything
from manufacturing to distribution of services.

This partnership of Xiaomi with Dixon will provide a
boost to Dixon, which is among the companies vying
to become India’s answer to Foxconn (most famous
as the key maker of Iphone)

In the history of quartet of China, India, US and
Russia. China and India has never been military and
diplomatic partners, this is one of the reasons why
there’s always a gap between both the countries.

To conclude, India’s focus on “Make in India” policy
is a profound way to manage the economy and to
make India self sufficient. India is in a delicate
situation while previous successive Indian
governments have tried to ensure friendly
relationship with China, the growing appetite of the
dragon has already started making those efforts look
in vain and this isn’t only for India but for much of
the world itself.
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Onam: A Symphony of Tradition, Song,
and Culinary Diversity

Onam is not just a festival; it is an emotion that
resonates deeply within the hearts of every Malayali.
Rooted in the legend of King Mahabali, whose reign
was marked by equality and prosperity, Onam is a
reflection of Kerala’s cultural richness and communal
harmony. It transcends mere rituals, extending into
vibrant Onapattu, sumptuous feasts, and a joyful
coming together of families and communities.

The Ten Days of Onam: From Atham to Thiruvonam

Onam is celebrated over ten days, beginning with
Atham and culminating on Thiruvonam, each day
bringing its own unique significance and activities. The
first day, Atham, marks the start of the preparations,
with the first of the Pookalam (floral
arrangement) being laid. The Pookalam grows larger
each day, symbolizing the welcoming of King
Mahabali

layer

As the days progress, excitement builds, with each day
having its own set of rituals. Chithira, Chodhi,
Vishakam, and Anizham follow, with preparations
intensifying families begin gathering, and local
markets buzz with people shopping for new clothes,
flowers, and ingredients for the grand feast.

On the day of Anizham, the much-anticipated
Vallamkali (boat races) begin, showcasing the true
spirit of teamwork and the fierce energy of the
participants. The oarsmen, in perfect unison, row
the majestic snake boats to the rhythm of
traditional songs, creating a spectacle that
captures the heart of Kerala.

Thiruvonam, the most important day, is when the
festival reaches its peak. Homes are adorned with
larger, more intricate Pookalams, families gather
in new traditional attire, and the much-awaited
Onasadya is prepared. It’s a day of joy, unity, and
gratitude, where the grand feast is not only about
the abundance of food but also about the
abundance of love and togetherness.

The Harmony of Onapattu: Songs of Celebration

One of the most enchanting aspects of Onam is the
tradition of Onapattu, or Onam songs, that echo
through the air during the ten days of celebration.
These songs, passed down through generations,
capture the essence of Onam and Mahabali’s rule.
The melodies speak of the golden age, when
kindness and prosperity were abundant. Sung
during the creation of the Pookalam (floral
designs) and in gatherings, Onapattu serves as a
cultural bridge, connecting the past to the present.



Each region in Kerala has its unique collection of Onam
songs, with subtle variations in tone and tempo that
reflect local traditions. The Onapattu of the Malabar
region are known for their upbeat rhythms, often
accompanied by folk instruments, while the Travancore
region presents more melodic renditions. These songs
are more than just ‘music; they are a poetic ode to
Kerala’s collective history and the shared longing for
unity and peace.

A Feast for the Ages: The Many Faces of Sadya

The Onasadya, or the grand feast, is an integral part of
the Onam celebration, and it is as diverse as the land of
Kerala itself. While the Sadya generally consists of over
20 dishes served on a banana leaf, the variety and
preparation of these dishes vary across Kerala’s
districts, each bringing a unique flavor to the table.

In the Palakkad district, the Sadya features dishes like
Parippu (lentils) and Kootu (vegetable curry) prepared
with less spice and more emphasis on traditional recipes
passed down through families. In contrast, the Malabar
region, particularly known for its coastal flavors, infuses
the Sadya with coconut-based gravies like Theeyal and
richer, more aromatic curries like Sambar made with
freshly ground masalas.

The Travancore Sadya, with its royal history, presents a
more lavish spread, with dishes like Olan, a mildly
spiced coconut milk-based curry, and a variety of
pickles like Naranga Achar (lemon pickle) and Manga
Achar (mango pickle) adding zest to the meal. The
sweet Paalada Pradhaman and Ada Pradhaman are
staple desserts that complete the feast in many
households here, highlighting the region's love for
indulgent, jaggery-rich payasams.

In Kollam, my hometown, the Sadya stands out with a
subtle balance of flavors. Kollam’s Sadya often includes
the specialty dish Chena Mezhukkupuratti, made with
yam and coconut, alongside the traditional Kootu
Curry. The generous use of coconut in the dishes here

gives the meal a distinctive richness, while the tangy
Pulissery brings a sharp contrast to the sweet
Payasam. Each family may add their own local
variations, reflecting the diversity even within
districts.

No matter the regional variations, the unifying
essence of the Onasadya is its representation of
Kerala’s agricultural wealth, a tribute to the harvest
scason and an act of gratitude for nature’s
abundance.

The Diverse Joy of Onakalikal

Onam is also a time for fun and games. The
traditional Onakalikal include energetic sports like
Vallamkali (boat race), Pulikali (tiger dance), and
Uriyadi (pot-breaking game). These games invoke a
sense of nostalgia, often transporting older
generations back to their childhood, while
introducing the younger ones to the vibrant
traditions of Kerala.

The Vallamkali, or snake boat race, is perhaps the
most iconic of Onam games, with its grandeur and
excitement drawing crowds from all over the world.
The synchronized rowing of oarsmen, accompanied
by the rhythmic chants of the team, is a sight that
epitomizes Kerala's connection to its waters and the
spirit of teamwork.

Pulikali, with performers painted like tigers and
leopards, is another exciting spectacle, bringing the
streets alive with color and energy. This dance,
rooted in the belief that it brings prosperity, is a
playful reminder of our connection to nature and
the wild.




A Celebration of Unity and Tradition

At its core, Onam is about the joy of coming together.
It transcends religious and social boundaries, fostering
a sense of inclusiveness and community. Families
gather, old friends reconnect, and villages unite in
celebration. The essence of Onam lies not only in the
customs but in the spirit of love, respect, and unity it
fosters.

Whether it is the elderly narrating tales of Mahabali or
children immersed in games, Onam is a time when joy is
collective, and memories are woven into the fabric of
tradition. The festival’s emphasis on simplicity and
abundance teaches wus a valuable Ilesson about
cherishing the moments that bring us together, rather
than the materialistic pursuits that often divide us.

The Timeless Spirit of Onam

Onam remains a festival that not only honors Kerala’s
rich cultural legacy but also serves as a timeless
reminder of unity, gratitude, and shared joy. From the
melodious Onapattu that unite voices, to the grand
Sadya that varies with each district’s flavors, and the
playful Onakalikal, Onam serves as a beacon of
Kerala’s enduring spirit.

In the spirit of King Mahabali’s reign, may we all strive
to create a world where peace, prosperity, and
happiness flourish as they do during this vibrant and
cherished festival.

As the saying goes:

"@oegjelde,  2RIIESl  eawdglaacy!
B6MOBIIOHNg OmIVNo, aldSle MO

mlosom eI am@ileng
@mlaoem."
Translation:

“Indeed, there’s no one like a Malayalee! The
festival of Onam is the essence of a
Malayalee heart, filled with songs, dance,
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Lekshman Raj

(World Record Holder)
B.Sc. Environmental Science




Empowering Women’s and Economies:
The Economic Implications of Gender Equality
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If there is one thing about growth, it is equality and
inclusion, voice and representation. The same thing
goes for economic growth, it is important to have
inclusive growth, with equal rights and opportunities
for every individual. Gender equality is more than a
moral term, it is a foundational base of sustainable
economic development. Gender equality goes beyond
gender and recognizes the worth of an individual,
irrespective of their gender. It ensures that all have
equal opportunity to contribute to society and benefit
from it. This article is about gender equality and its
economic implications, exploring its role in the
reduction of poverty, fostering economic growth and
empowering women in various fields. This article is
about the economic implications of Gender Equality
and its role in reducing poverty.

Research from the International Monetary Fund
suggests that narrowing the gender gap in labor
markets could increase GDP in emerging markets and
developing countries by almost 8%. The gains from
fully closing the gender gap would be even higher,
lifting GDP in those countries by 23% on average. In
other words, equal roles and contributions in work by
women bring about great results, both individually and
for the economy. The question remains intact, how does
gender equality solve poverty? Gender Equality acts as
a catalyst for poverty reduction. A study by UN
Women reveals that, more women than men are living
in poverty overall.

Currently, more than 10% of women globally are
trapped in a cycle of extreme poverty, living on less
than USD 2.15 a day. At the current rate of
progress, as many as 342 million women (8%) will
still be living in extreme poverty by 2030.

Women’s poverty is fueled by discrimination in the

/—world of work, and limited access to resources and

financial assets that limit women’s participation in
education, decent and decision-
making while burdening them with a larger share of
unpaid care and domestic work. By breaking down
these barriers and providing quality education,
and employment opportunities to
women, gender equality can significantly reduce the
rate of poverty.

Participation of women in the workforce is a
powerful tool to drive economic growth, when
women have access to education, training, and
employment opportunities, they can contribute their
skills and talents to the economy thereby, increasing
productivity and innovation. Women’s economic
participation promotes agricultural productivity,
and enterprise development at the micro, small, and
medium enterprise levels, as well as enhances
business management and returns on investment. In
addition to boosting economic growth, investing in
women pr effect - women reinvest a large portion of
their income in their families and communities.
Women also play key roles in creating peaceful and
stable societies - important factors for economic
growth. Unfortunately, these benefits have not been
universally recognized and have therefore not
translated into women’s full economic participation.
Women still face obstacles when trying to establish
new businesses or expand existing ones. Among the
biggest hurdles are discriminatory laws, regulations,
and business conditions, as well as women’s lack of
access to property rights, finance, training, and
networks. This study also explains how investments
made to

employment,

resources,

are advance women’s economic
opportunities, they are in the fields of finance,
agriculture, enterprise, and business leadership.

Financial Inclusion: Support efforts to increase

women’s access to financial services, such as
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credits, insurance, and payment systems
through better regulation and technology.

Women and Agriculture: Highlight women’s vital role in
advancing agricultural development and food security
and encourage policy and programmatic support for
female farmers and agricultural businesses owned by
women.

Enterprise =~ Growth:  Support NGOs, industry
associations, and corporations advocating for policy
and programmatic solutions that enable women’s
economic participation, including reforming
discriminatory laws and practices that hinder access to
capital, land tenure, and inheritance rights and
encouraging a policy climate conducive to the growth of
women-run SMEs.

Business Leadership: Encourage best practices to
increase women'’s representation in senior management
positions, including corporate boards.

Addressing the barriers to Gender Equality

Significant efforts have been made to achieve equality;
however,barriers still exist that hinder this process.
These barriers include, gender-based discrimination,
unequal access to education and employment
opportunities and gender-based violence.
Gender-Responsive policies: To promote gender equality
and ensure equal opportunities, the Government of
India has introduced “gender-responsive” policies.

A number of legislations have been passed both at
Central and state levels that address the issue of gender
disparity and aim to secure equal rights for women in
various spheres of social and personal life. These
legislations are also called ‘women-oriented’ or ‘women-
centric/specific’ legislations. Some examples of such
legislations Protection of Women from
Domestic Violence Act, 2005; the Commission of Sati
(Prevention) Act, 1987; the
Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and
Redressal) Act, 2013; the Immoral Traffic Prevention
Act, 1956; the Indecent Representation of Women
(Prohibition) Act, 1986, etc. At the international level,
India has ratified and endorsed various conventions,
instruments, initiatives, and strategies that aim to secure
equal rights for women, the most significant among
them being the Convention on Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)
which was ratified by India in 1993.

Status of goal 5 as per SDG India Index & Dashboard
2020-21(Third Edition)

savings,

are the

Sexual Harassment of

WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP: On average, 8.46% of
total seats in legislative assemblies-are held by women.

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

Target Number: 50% of seats each for men and
women. The Legislative Assembly of Chhattisgarh
has the highest representation of women at 14.44%,
followed by West Bengal at 13.61%. Nagaland and
Mizoram are the worst performers with no women
representation.

WOMEN IN MANAGERIAL POSITIONS: For
every 1000 persons in managerial positions, 190 are
women. Target number: At least 245 women for
every 1000 persons. The highest number of women
in  managerial positions
Puducherry with 615 women. The lowest number of
women in managerial positions was recorded in
Meghalaya (111) and J & K and Ladhak (100).

was recorded In

FEMALE LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION:
As of 2018-19, the ratio of Female to Male
LABOUR FORCE Participation Rate (LFPR) is
0.33. Target number: The ratio of female to male
LFPR is the highest in Himachal Pradesh at 0.8,
while it is the lowest in Bihar at 0.06.

Conclusion
While India has been making significant efforts
towards bringing “Gender Equality” and

eradicating the gender gaps in every step possible, it
is important to track down the growth and
efficiency of the programs at each step. The path
forward requires a approach
including, financial inclusive incentives, women’s
participation in agriculture and entreprencurship.
Within this survey, India’s score for “Women in
Trade Facilitation” reached 77.8 percent, marking
a notable improvement from 66.7 percent in 2021.
The UN survey attributed this increase to India’s
trade facilitation efforts, which in turn improved
women’s participation
representation in the National Trade Facilitation
Committee and similar governing bodies.

By working together, with Government, businesses,
NGOs and individuals, a better place can be
ere economies thrive and achieve their

multi-faceted

in trade and women’s
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A Tribute to Our
Workers

Unseen Hands

In quiet steps and whispered grace,

They pass via every crowded space.

With each sweep, with every fold,

A silent story, courageous and formidable.

Every floor gleams underneath their care,

A soft touch in each chair.

Their palms develop hard, their backs may
additionally ache,

Yet they give, for others’ sake.

In early mild, they push upward unseen,

To preserve each room and corner easy.
Although bodies tire, and voices stay low,
It’s their heart in every project they display.

And while others bypass without a look,
I see the beauty of their stance.

For they shine with a humble mild,
Guardians of consolation, day and night.

So right here’s to folks that provide and attempt,
The coronary heart and soul that keeps us alive.
Unseen with the aid of most, but now not by way
of me,

For I see well the worth in all they be. Dr. Moirangthem Jiban Singh
Department of Environmental Science







